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SYNOPSIS (In Pull) 


Prior to the general election of November 4» 1952, 
the PIP carried on a vigorous campaign and as a result of that 
election emerged as the second largest party in Puerto Rico, 
seating five senators and ten representatives in the Legislative 
Assembly of Puerto Rico. In its campaign, the PIP appealed to 
sentiment in favor of Puerto Rican independence and stresaed 
the fact that the PIP regards the drafting of Puerto Ricans into 
the Army of the United States as "taxation of blood without 
representation". The FIP also attacked the record of the incumbent 
Popular Democratic Party branding that party as the party of 
colonialism, of wealth, and of privilege. After the election of 
11/4/52, the PIP initiated its campaign for the election of 1956, 
laying plans for an intense campaign of orientation and organi- 
zation throughout the Island of Puerto Rico. 

The PIP has been particularly active in opposing all 
contentions that the new Constitution of Puerto Rico has changed 
the status of Puerto Rico from that of dependent territory to that 
of self-government. The FIP President visited the UN Organization 
in September, 1952 and in April, 1953» protested efforts being 
made to have the UN recognize such a change. In March, 1953> 
the PIP Legislators communicated with the UN protesting the U. S. 
Government’s announcement that it will no longer submit reports 
on Puerto Rico as a dependent territory. The PIP asked for an 
audience at the UN when this matter came up for discussion. 

The PIP has consistently contended that Puerto Rican 
troops fighting in Korea ought to be recalled since Puerto Rico 
has no adequate representation in the Congress which passed the 
law drafting these troops. The FIP has interested itself in the 
case of the Puerto Rican soldiers accused of misconduct in Korea 
and the PIP President has served as the defense lawyer for many 
of these soldiers. 

The PIP legislators have been very active presenting 
resolutions and bills in the Puerto Rican Legislature but most 
PIP measures have not been approved. In taking oath of office, 

FIP legislators explained that their oath recognized the legal 
reality of the Commonwealth Constitution, but did not signify 
the slightest change of PIP opposition to that Constitution. 
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Refusal of the parliamentary majority to consider a PIP bill call- 
ing for chauffeur organization resulted in a short strike by the 
Transport Workers Union. 

The Municipal Committees are the basic unit of PIP 
organization while the basic policy making body is the General 
Assembly, meeting every four years. Governing body of the PIP is 
the Board of Directors consisting of slightly more than 100 
members, but the PIP is actually directed by an Executive Committee 
of 30 odd members. General election results 11/4/52 revealed 
that the PIP had doubled its electoral strength since 1948 and had 
emerged as the second largest party in Puerto Rico. PIP President 
declared the PIP would triple its vote in the election of 1956. 
Majority party leader declared much of the PIP vote represented 
anti-majority party feeling rather than pro-independence feeling. 

PIP legislators requested amnesty for imprisoned 
NPPR members and reports continue of NPPR members entering the 
PIP or working for the PIP, Prominent NPPR members reported as 
stating that the NPPR cannot endorse the PIP but may profit 
from PIP activity. Some indications reported that PIP committees 
are ousting persons of dormer NPPR affiliation from positions of 
responsibility in the FIP. 

Prior to the general election of 11/4/52, the PCP 
offered its support to the IIP on the grounds that the PIP 
opposes American imperialism in Puerto Rico. Speakers at PCP 
rallies suggested that the listeners vote for PIP candidates. 

An open letter from the leaders of the PCP to the President of the 
PIP set forth reasons why the PCP had decided to support the PIP. 
PCP support was officially rejected by the PIP President. PIP 
President reportedly conferred with FCP economist in November, 1952 
regarding possibility said economist might work for the PIP in 
drawing up legislation. FI? legal counsellor, VICENTE GEIGEL 
U0LA500, reliably reported as desiring a conference with PCP leaders 
regarding PIP legislation. Close similarity exists between certain 
legislative measures presented by the PIP and legislative measures 
proposed in PCP publications. Scattered reports received indi- 
cating the FIP as a possible source of violence, but official PIP 
attitude continues to be that independence for Puerto Rico must be 
gained by peaceful and legal methods. PIP Senator FRANCISCO 
M. SUSONI challenged a leader of the majority party to a duel. 
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. Masonic type organization, the "Gran Oriente 
Nacional", reported as consisting almost entirely of PIP members 
and reported by informant, of unknown reliability, as containing 
a revolutionary group which Intends to overthrow the authority 
of the United States in Puerto Rico; no official connection known 
between this organization and the FIP. 
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GLOSSARY 

PUERTO RICAN POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The "Partido Independentista Puertorriqueno" 
(Independence Farty of Puerto Rico), also known as the "PIP”, 
is a legally constituted political party in Puerto Rico, which 
according to its platform and the statements of its directors, 
seeks the independence of Puerto Rico, bv legal and peaceful 
means, only. In this report, this Party will be referred to as 
the PIP, 


The "Partido Popular Democratico" (Popular Democratic 
Party), also known os the "Fartido Popular" (Popular Party) is 
a legally constituted political Party in Puerto Rico. It is 
by far the largest political Party on the Island and is in control 
of the Puerto Rican Government. 

The "Partido Socialista Fuertorriqueno" (Socialist 
Party of Puerto Rico) wop a legally constituted political Party 
in Puerto Rico. It supported the newly adopted Constitution 
of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. It lost legal status by 
failing to secure five percent of the vote on November 4, 1952. 

The "Partido Comunista Puertorriqueno" (Communist 
Party of Puerto Rico) is a Communist Party in its own riprht 
and is not a district organization of the Communist Party, USA, 
although it Is based on the same Marxis t-Leninis t principles 
as the Communist Party, USA, The latter party has been listed 
by the Attorney General of the United States as a subversive 
organization within the purview of Executive Order 9835. In 
this report the Communist Party of Puerto Rico will be referred 
to as the PCP, 

The "Partido Nacionallsta Puertorriqueno" (Nationalist 
Party of Puerto Rico) has been listed by the Attorney General 
of the United States as a subversive organization falling within 
the purview of Executive Order 9835, in that it seeks to 
overthrow a government of the United States by force and violence. 
In this report, this Party will be referred to as the NPPR. 

PUERTO RICAN NEWSPAPERS 


All Puerto Rican newspapers referred to in this 
report were published daily, in the Spanish language. All 
material taken from those newspapers was translated from the 
Spanish language for use in this report. 
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I. GENERAL ACTIVITIES : 

September^ 1952, thr eugh 
June, 1953 


A. THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN, 

September, 1952, through 
November ij., 1952 

1. The Campaign Committee 

An article appearing in the San Juan newspaper, ”E1 Mundo" 
on September 6 , 1952, states that Dr, G 1 LBERTO CONCEPCION 
DE GRACIA, the President of the PIP, had named a committee 
to carry on the PIP political campaign for the general 
election of November I 4 ., 1952. According to the article, the 
committee's work would be directed by the Chairman, from the 
Central Office of the PlP located in the Edificio .Industrial 
Algodonera, (Cotton Industry Building), Stop 17, Santurce, 
Puerto Rico. The members of this campaign committee as 
listed in the article are: 

Chairman - GABRIEL VICENTE MAURA 
Secretary - Miss NIEVES PADILLA 
Members - FRANCISCO SUSONI, JR. 

RAFAEL ARO'ONA S1ACA 
LUIS ARCHILLA LAUGIER 
FRANCISCO MANRl^UE CABRERA 
WILLIAM CORDOVA CHIRINO 
JOSE LUIS FEL1U PESQJJERA 
PRECEDES ALVAREZ LEANDRI 
JOSE EMILIO GONZALEZ 
1SA3SL1N0 MARZAN 

The article indicates that the Committee agreed to intensify 
the general campaign throughout the island and to have the 
speakers at the PIP meeti/igs discuss the provisions of the 
new platform of the PIP. The article further informs that 
at the first meeting of the Committee it was decided to 
designate two PI? leaders from each Senatorial district of 
Puerto Rico to direct the political campaign therein. These 
campaign leaders were to speak at the meetings held in the 
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various districts to which they were assigned, and were to 
supervise the functioning of the local campaign committees. 
The persons thus designated for the various districts were 
as follows : 


District of San Juan 


EUGENIO FONT SUAREZ 
GABRIEL VICENTE MAURA 

District of Bayamon 

LUIS ARCHILLA LAUG1SR 
JOSE VALC ARC'LL 

District of Arecibo 

MARCOS A.. RAMIREZ 
FRANCISCO SUSONI, JR. 

District of Aguadilla 

3ALTAZAR QUINONES ELIAS 
FRANCISCO AYOROA ABREU 

District of Mayaguez 

RAFAEL ARJONA S1ACA 
ISA3ELIN0 (PUCHO) MARZAN 

District of Ponce 


JOSE LUIS FELIU PESQUERA 
PRAXEDES ALVAREZ LEANDR1 

District of Guayama 


WILLIAM CORDOVA CH1RIN0 
SIMON VELAZQUEZ 

District of Humacao 

ARTURO RAMOS MUNOZ 
JUAN A. GOMEZ. 
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Some speeches made by these campaign directors of the PIP 
during the election campaign were reported in detail in 
memoranda prepared by the PR PD. A speech made on 
/ September 12, 1952, at Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, by the P1P- jV . - 

leader^ISABELlNO MARZAN. v; 13 set forth by Corporal^^pjj®^^ 
Commandante of the Internal Security Detachment, 
PI^TO^a^Kayaguez, Puerto Rico, in a police memorandum dated 
September 13, 1952, at Msyagv.ez. Excerpts from this campaign 
speech are translated a,. j-'llows: 

’•At Salinas, the Americans have taken 6,000 
acres of land, Puerto Rican soil, to make a 
military camp. , . . They make military camps 
to teach men to kil' , to be criminals. . . . 

They give medals anu applaud those who kill 
many poor Chinese and Koreans, iut if those 
same boys should defend their mothers, the 
very government which gives them awards for 
killing Chinese, would imprison them. . . . 

The American Fleet has finished taking the last 
acres of lowland on Vieques, the soil which 
supplied the people with food; and on this land 
drunken American sailors come to live, to 
establish a base there and to prostitute our 
daughters, . . .The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
has given the island of Vieques to the Americans. 





”. . . . MUNOZ MARIN (present Governor of Puerto 
Rico) dares to go to Aibonito to see Corporal 
GOMEZ, (a soldier wounded in Korea). . . .; GOMEZ 
who previously walked all about Aibonito, a young 
man full of life. MUNOZ and FERNOS (Dr. FHRNOS 
is the Puerto Rican Resident Commissioner in 
Washington, D. C,), offered up GOMEZ 1 life to 
TRUMAN, (the President of the United States). Now 
GOMEZ is mutilated and MUNOZ goes to visit him. 
This visit is like JUDAS kissing CHRIST; the very 
person who sent him to Korea to be mutilated, goes 
to visit him. 

” . . . . Now there is racial division in Puerto 
Rico. We see it at the military camps; we see it 
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"when two Puerto Rican boys who were raised 
together arrive at camp and one is told he cannot 
stay with the other because negroes go one way 
and whites th- other; and yet there are cowardly 
negroes -vho cail ther.:selves 1 Populares ' , (supporters 
of the Pooular Democratic Party) . How splendid is 
the 65th .Infantry (the Puerto F.ican Regiment in 
Kore^H 'low many bullets it has stopped! 3,000 
deaths! How mmy wives without husbands! How many 
children without fathers ! 

” . . . < The MUNOZ MARIN who is in power today is 
the same ''lUNOr ilARIN who went to tell AL31ZU CAMPOS 
(the President of the NPPR) goodbye when the latter 
left to serve ten years in the Atlanta Penitentiary, 
Policemen who are listening to me, that man whom 
you guard with machine gu^s at the Fortaleza ( the 
Governor's Palace in San Juan), is the same man who 
bade farewell to PEDRO AL31ZU CAMPOS and told him 
that Puerto Rico lacked justice. . . .; and now 
this same man imprisons Don PEDRO. . . . Listen 
you cowardly 'Populares', TRUMAN saved the life of 
OSCAR COLLAZO (NPPR member sentenced to death for 
killing a White House guard during the attempt on 
the life of President TRUMAN on November 1, 1950) 

, . . but MUNOZ MARIN, a Puerto Rican who 
previously supported independence, keeps politicans 
behind bars. (Here the orator is referring to NPPR 
members imprisoned for complicity in the NPPR up- 
rising of October, 1950.), but when Don PEDRO dies, 
then the poets will come to sing of him - he who 
might have been President - then you ' Populares' 
will come to honor him; as happens always, great 
men are honored after their death. You will do the 
same as was done with PANCH0 VILLA (of Mexico) whom 
they called a bandit. After killing him, the 
government granted a pension to his widow. Thus 
you will do with the great man who is behind bars 
by the orders of MUNOZ MARIN, and who is called 
PEDRO AL3IZU CAMPOS.” 
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2» “Radio Mitines" (Radio Meetings ) 

An article appearing in the San j'uan newspaper, "El 
Imparcial", on September 19, 1952, announced that beginning 
on that date, bhe PIP would initiate a new system of 
political propaganda encompassing the entire island. The 
PIP Headquarters announced that "Radio Mitines" (Radio 
Meetings) woull be held every Friday evening so that the 
principal campaign speeches of the PIP might be heard by the 
largest number of persons possible. According to this plan, 
local committees of the PIP would raise speakers' stands 
throughout the island and provide public address facilities 
or high volume radios. At 7i00 p.m., local PIP leaders 
would initiate the activity with an explanation of the PIP 
program or with a campaign speech. At 8:00 p.m., the loud- 
speakers on the stands would carry speeches of the PIP 
leaders, broadcast over the facilities of radio stations 
in the larger cities. After the radio speeches were con- 
cluded, local PIP leaders would close this program. 

In an article appearing in the San J'uan newspaper, "El 
Mundo", on September 26, 1952, the PIP Headquarters announced 
that during the first radio meeting, held on September 19, 
more than 5 00 local meetings were held simultaneously through 
out the island. 

The speakers at these radio meetings of the PIP are listed 
below: 

September 19, 1952 

(Source - "El Imparcial", 9-19-52) 

Dr. G1LBERT0 CONCEPCION DE GRACIA 

FERNANDO MILAN, JR . 

CARMEN RIVERA DS ALVARADO 

September 26, 1952 

(Source - "El Mundo", 9-26-52) 

FRANCISCO M. SUSONI, JR. 

Miss NIEVES PADILLA 

MARCOS A. RAMIREZ 
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October 3, 1952 

(Source - "El Mundo", 10-3-52) 

Mrs. ELISA ROSARIO DE RES TO 
LORENZO PINEIRO RIVERA 
FRANCISCO COLON CORD I ANY 
JOSE LUIS FEL1U PESQJJERA 

October 10., 1952 

(Source - "El Mundo", 10-10-52 


Dr. FRANCISCO MANRl^UE CABRERA 

1SABELJ.N0 MRZAN 

DR. MARGOT ARC- DE VAZQUEZ 

Dr. G1LBERTO CONCEPCION DE GRACIA 


October 17, 1952 

(Source - "El Mundo", 10-17-52) 
RICARDO RIVERA CORREA 
EMI LI VELEZ DE VANDO 
LUIS ARCHILLA LAUGIER 
BALTAZAR QUINONES ELIAS 

October 24, 1952 

(Source - "El Mundo", 10-24-52) 

JOSE EMILIO GONZALEZ » 
EUDALDO BAEZ C-ARCIA 
JUAN BAUTISTA PAGAN 


October 31, 1952 

(Source - "El Mundo", 10-31-52) 

J'OSE EMILIO GONZALEZ 
JUAN BAUTISTA PAGAN 
HECTOR RAMOS MIMOSO 
CARMEN RIVERA DE ALVARADO 
BALTAZAR QJJINONSS ELIAS 

In addition to these radio meetings, other radio broadcasts 
were made of the speeches given by the orators of the PIP. 
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3 • Mass Meetings 

For several weeks Immediately preceding the election of 
November ij., 1952, mass meetings were organized by the PIP 
committees of the larger communities in Puerto Rico# These 
meetings were held in the open in public plazas and were 
addressed by local and island-wide leaders of the P1P« The 
mass meetings were advertised in the newspapers published 
in San Juan, ana the speeches made were often broadcast over 
a radio hookup. 

The newspaper, "El Mundo", in its issue for September 20, 
1952, discussed a PI? plan for feminine mass meetings to be 
organized and addressed by feminine leaders of the PIP. 
According to the article, the first such feminine meeting 
was held on September 16, 1952, from 8:00 p.m, to 12:00 
midnight on Mayor Cantera Street, Ponce, Puerto Rico. As 
noted in the article, the speakers at this meeting were: 

DR. CARMEN RIVERA DE ALVARADO 
Miss NIEVES PADILLA 
Mrs. EillLl VELEZ DE VAND0 
Mrs. CATALINA DE MARTINEZ, 

(wife of OCTAVIO MARTINEZ, PIP candidate 
for Mayor of Ponce, Puerto Rico) 

The newspaper article reflects that the Secretary General of 
the PIP had declared that this feminine meeting was very 
successful and that a large number of men had also attended 
it. The article states that the meeting at Ponce was 
organized by the "Damas Independlstas de La Perla del Sur", 
and that it was intended that another feminine PIP meeting 
would be held soon in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, where a 
similar "Comite de Damas" of the PIP had been organized. 

On November 1, 1952, a large mass meeting was held by the 
PIP on the steps of the insular Capital and in the adjoining 
street. According to an article appearing in the San Juan 
newspaper, "El Mundo" , on October 29, 1952, the PIP, at this 
meeting, used a speakers' stand which the Popular Democratic 
Party had installed on the capital steps. The article said 
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that JOSE A, RODRIGUEZ, the President of the San Juan 
Committee of the PIP, and the PIP candidate for the post of 
Administrator of the Capital, (Mayor of the San J'uan-Rio 
Piedras area), made the following comment on the matter: 

"The Popular Party stand has already been 
installed. . . . This, manner of using it 
will be to the mutual convenience of the 
Popular Party and the Independence Party. 

Furthermore, the use of the Capital steps 
for a political meeting, just as the use of a 
street or a baseball park for that same 
purpose, is entirely distinct from the use of 
ambulances, garbage trucks and public moneys 
for the partisan propaganda of the Popular 
Party. ..." 

( Here RODRIGUEZ is referring to the fact that the PIP had 
sought injunctions against the Popular Democratic Party to 
restrain that Party from using public property for partisan 
purposes.) 

On November 1, 1952, "El Mundo" carried an article stating 
that on the night of November 1, 1952, the PIP, as one of 
the last of its public meetings prior to the election, was 
holding a mass meeting on the steps of the Insular Capital. 

The article indicated that at this meeting, the PIP candidates 
for Insular office would take an oath that if elected to 
office, they would strictly follow the legislative program 
outlined in the PIP platform. 

Principal Campaign Speakers 

Political advertisements appearing in San Juan newspapers 
during September, 1952, through November 3> 1952, reflect 
the following 'persons as the principal campaign orators of 
the PIP during this period: 

ALONSO, AMADO, (described as a PIP orator); 


ARJONA S1ACA, RAFAEL, (described as a PIP 
candidate for the Legislature) ; 

ARCE DE VAZQUEZ, MARGOT, (described as a 

member of the Board of Directors of the PIP) ; 
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ARCHILLA LAUGIER, LUIS, (described as a PIP 
candidate for the Legislature); 

BAEZ GARCIA, EUDALDO, (described as a PIP 
candidate for the Legislature); 

BETANCOURT, RAFAEL, (described as PIP candidate 
for the Legislature) ; 1 

COLON GORDIANY, FRANCISCO, (described as President 
of the "CGT Autentico" - a Puerto Rican labor 
union) ; 

CONCEPCION DE GRACIA, G1L3ERT0, (described as 
President of the PIP); 

CORDOVA CH1R1NO, WILLIAM, (described as PIP 
candidate for the Legislature); 

FELIU PESQUERA, JOSE LUIS, (described as Secretary 
General of the PIP) ; 

FONT SUAREZ, EUGENIO, (described as the PIP member 
on the Insular Board of Elections); 

GF.IGEL POLANCO, VICENTE, (former Attorney General 
of Puerto Rico) ; 

GONZALEZ, JOSE EMILIO, (described as the coordinator 
of the radio program, "El Pip" - the official 
evening news broadcast sponsored by the PIP) ; 

CABRERA, FRANCISCO MANRI^UE, (described as a member 

of the Board of Directors of the PIP); 

\ 

MARZAN, 1SA3EL1N0 (PUCKO), (described as PIP candidate 
for the Legislature); 

MILAN, JR. , FERNANDO, (described as PIP candidate for 
Governor) ; 

PADILLA, NIEVES, (described as PIP candidate for 
the Legislature); 
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PAGAN, JUAN BAUTISTA, (described as a PIP leader 
from Nex-r York City) ; 

PlHElRO, LORENZO, (described as a PIP leader from 
New York City) ; 

■QUINONES ELIAS, 3ALTAZaR, (described as the Vice 
President of the PIP) ; 

RAMIREZ, MARCOS A., (described as PIP candidate for 
the Legislature); 

RAMOS MIMOSO. HECTOR, (described as Treasurer-General 
of the PIP); 

RIVERA DE ALVARADO, CARMEN, (described as PIP candidate 
for Resident Commissioner); 

RIVERA CORREA, RICARDO, (described as PIP candidate 
for the Legislature); 

RODRIGUEZ, JOSE A. (PEPITO RODRIGUEZ), (described as 
PIP candidate for Administrator of the Capital city) ; 

ROSARIO DE PiESTO, ELISA, (described as a labor leader); 

SUSONI, JR., FRANCISCO, (described as PIP candidate 
for the Legislature); 

VELEZ DE VANDO, EMILI, (described as PIP orator); 

YUMET MENDEZ, JOSE, (described as PIP orator); 

5. Fund Drive 

In his column, "Lo Q,ue Yo Se" , (What I Know), appearing in 
the San Juan newspaper "El Imparcial" on October 9, 1952, 
TE0F1L0 MALDONADO, political commentator, writes that the 
Central Directorate of the PIP was going to declare Saturday, 
October 11, 1952, as the "Dia De Ofrenda" , (offering day). 
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of the PIP, MALDONADO writes that on that day, an offering 
would be solicited from all the Independents ts of the 
Island in order to defray part of the expenses of the PIP 
election campaign, MALDONADO quotes the PIP Directorate 
as having issued a statement that the PIP "does not solicit 
any assistance from corporations or from the forces of 
exploitation, but depends exclusively upon men of good will, 
to back the struggle against colonialism 1 ' . 

An article appearing in the San Juan newspaper, "El Mundo", 
October 10, 1952, reflects that Saturday, October 11, was to 
be observed as an offering day by the PIP. The article 
indicates that the PIP President, G1L3ERT0 CONCEPCION DE 
GRACIA, had personally organized the activity in order to 
secure financial assistance from PIP members and sympathizers 
throughout the island. The article indicates that the 
collection activity was to be the immediate responsibility of 
committees of women, who would receive the offerings on 
today, Saturday, and into Saturday night. 

On October 11, 1952, groups of women were observed in the 
San Juan area identified with PIP banners and election 
posters, collecting funds from the public at street corners 
and near bus stops. 

6. Injunctions Against The Leaders 
of the Incumbent Political Party 

The San Juan newspaper, "El Mundo", on October 16, 1952, 
carried an article reflecting that on October 15, 1952, lawyers 
representing the PIP and the various legislative candidates 
of the PIP, appeared in each of the Superior Courts of the 
island, seeking injunctions against many officials of the 
Insular Government, including the Governor, LUIS MUNOZ MARIN, 
alleging "abuse of power", and asking the courts to restrain 
those officials from allowing the Popular Democratic Party 
to use public property for partisan political purposes* The 
PIP alleged that the various officials named in the complaint 
had permitted and were permitting the employees of their 
respective divisions or agencies, as well as other individuals, 
to use public buildings and publicly owned vehicles for 
partisan political activities on behalf of the Popular 
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Democratic Party. (Governor MUNOZ is the President of the 
Popular Democratic Party. ) 

The newspaper article reflects that Dr. G1L3ERTO CONCEPCION 
DE GRACIA was the lawyer representing the PIP itself, while 
the following lawyers appeared before the nine Superior Courts 
of Puerto Rico, to represent the PIP legislative candidates 
who were campaigning for election in districts covered by 
one or another of these courts: 


ENRIQUE ALCARA Z CASABLANCA Mayaguez 

LUiS ARCHILLA LAUG1ER Bayamon 

JOSE LUIS FELIU PESQUERA Guayama 

FRANCISCO COLON G0RD1ANY San J'uan 

FRANCISCO GARCIA CASANOVA Caguas 

PRAXEDES ALVAREZ LEANER I Ponce 


NESTOR RODRIGUEZ ESCUDERO 
FRANCISCO M. SUS0N1, JR. 
HECTOR RAMOS MIMOSO 


Aguadilla 

Arecibo 

Humacao 


The above mentioned article and subsequent articles appearing 
in the San Juan newspapers, "El Mundo" and "El lmparcial" , 
reflect that the Superior Courts denied the various PIP 
petitions for an injunction against the Insular officials. 

The newspaper articles reflect that the PIP lawyers carried 
the case to the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico. An article 
appearing in the San Juan newspaper, "El lmparcial" on October 
29, 1952, reflects that the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico held 
the case on October 28, and denied the PIP petition. 


7 . Offer of Support 3y The PC P 

On October 6, 1952, the San Juan newspaper, "El lmparcial", 
carried an article headlined, "Communists Announce They Will 
Vote For the PIP". This article reflects that on October 1, 


9 \ 


12 


Sj 100-4014 




1952 , CESAR Ai'TDREU 1GLESIAS, the President of the PCP, had 
sent an open letter to Dr. G1L3ERT0 CONCEPCION DE GRACIA 
announcing that the PCP had decided to advise its members, 
associates and sympathizers to vote for the PIP since the 
latter is the only registered political party advocating the 
independence of Puerto Rico. In his letter, ANDREU stated 
that this decision was in keeping, not only with the feelings 
of the members of the PCP, but also with those of the 
Independentists (PiP members) who he said, like the members 
of the PCP, see in the defeat of the government of LUIS 
MUNOZ MaRIN, the first step toward independence. 

On October 8, 1952, in his column, "Lo Q,ue Yo Se" , (What 1 
Know), which appears regularly in the San juan newspaper, 

"El Imparcial", the political commentator, TE0E1L0 MALDONADO, 
printed a statement which Dr. GIL3ERTQ CONCEPCION DE GRACIA 
had given him commenting on the letter of CESAR ANDREU 
1GLESIAS, mentioned above. According to MALDONADO, Dr. 
CONCEPCION commented: 

"In connection with this communication, 1 must 
state that the PIP stands for an ideological 
position completely opposed to that of the 
Communist Party. In our platform, we specifically 
maintain th6 right of the people to enjoy their 
private property and the duty of the government 
to encourage the enjoyment of this right. More- 
over, we clearly state in our platform that the 
people must be guaranteed their civil liberties 
which include: freedom of religion, freedom of 

the press, the right to organize and assemble 
freely, and other rights con-substantial with 
the liberal, representative-type democracy which 
the PIP supports. It is our duty to state clearly 
to those who may vote for our Party next November 
4 that our platform is diametrically opposed to the 
program of the Communist Party." 

Additional information concerning the matter of PCP support 
offered to the PIP appears in the section of this report 
entitled, "The PCP and The PIP". 
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8. Campaign Assistance From 
VICENTE GB1GEL POLANCO 

( VICENTE GE10.1L POLANCO was formerly a leader in the Popular 
Democratic Party, the incumbent party in Puerto Rico, and 
he was for several years the floor leader of that Party in 
the Insular Senate* After the election of November, 194^, 
C-E1GEL POLANCO was appointed Attorney General of Puerto Rico 
and he served in that capacity until February 1, 1951, when 
he was dismissed after a disagreement with Governor LUIS 
MUNOZ MARIN over the operation of the Attorney General's 
office. Thereafter, G'31 GEL POLANCO moved to New York City, 
where he became the Editor of "El Diario", a Spanish language 
daily newspaper published in New York City.) 


During July and August of 1952, VICENTE C-E1GSL POLANCO 
contributed several articles to the San Juan newspaper, "El 
Imparcial" , attacking the Constitution of the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico as amended by the United States Congress. 

In an article dated July 22, 1952, he termed this Constitution 
a "colonial statute" and declared that the Congressional 
resolution amending that Constitution "annuls the principle 
of self-government which could have had its origin . . . 
in the Constitution, by subduing . . . the will of Puerto 
Rico to all the abusive limitations of the colonial system 
now in power". GEIGFL POLANCO stated that LUIS MUNOZ MARIN, 
(the Governor of Puerto Rico and the President of the Popular 
Democratic Party), "knows that the Congressional resolution 
is an affront to the rights of Puerto Rico". GE1GEL POLANCO 
alleged in this article that the Constitutional Convention 
would have repudiated the Congressional resolution if it 
were not for "LUIS MUNOZ MARIN's personal dictatorship". 


During September, 1952, VICE2IT2 GBIGE’L POLANCO contributed 
a series of articles to "El Imparcial", in which he attacked 
the record of Governor LUIS MUNOZ MARIN. In an article 
appearing on September 17, 1952, he declared that the 
Governor had never fulfilled the promises of economic 
betterment which he made when his party rose to power in 
1940. 


In an article appearing on September 18, 1952, 
declared that - 


GE1GEL 


- 14 - 


95 


POLANCO 


sj 100-4014 





"The personal dictatorship of LUIS MUNOZ MARIN is 
the greatest affliction which the people of Puerto 
Rico suffer at this time. It is a greater 
affliction than colonialism itself, because . , 

the colonialism is North American while the 
dictatorship is Puerto Rican , . . Colonialism was 
a consequence of the politics of economical 
imperialism and is in the process of liquidation* 

The dictatorship is a sickness in the development 
of incipient Puerto Rican democracy. Colonialism 
continually reduces its sphere of action. The 
dictatorship continually enlarges its, like a 
malignant ulcer ..." 

In his column, "Lo Que Yo Se" , (What 1 Know), which appeared 
in "El Imparcial" on October 4# 1952, the political commentator 
TE0F1L0 MALDONADO announced that Dr. G1L3ERT0 CONCEPCION DE 
GRACIA, the President of the PIP, had invited VICENTE C-EIGEL • 
POLANCO to enter the PIP. MALDONADO set forth a public 
statement of the PIP President, which is translated as follows: 

"I have just finished reading with extraordinary 
interest the series of articles by VICENTE GE1GEL 
POLANCO published in "El Imparcial". In these 
articles, this distinguished Puerto Rican makes 
a profound and impressive analysis of Puerto 
Rico f s present situation. In them he demonstrates 
beyond all doubt the tragic failure of the Popular 
Democratic Party as an instrument of the people 
end the imperative necessity ... of defeating 
this party, the Popular Democratic Party, at the 
polls on November 4 . . . . 

"if this distinguished compatriot believes that 
at this hour our Party is the hope of the Puerto 
Rican people to attain their political, economic 
and social liberty, 1 hold that he ought to enter 
our great party, and to fight with us beneath our 
unsullied banner. . . Furthermore, 1 believe his 
place is here in Puerto Rico in the area of combat, 
itself. . . 


- 15 - 









so- 100-4014 

"May these words serve as a cordial invitation to 
the distinguished compatriot, warrior and friend 
that he come to fight with us. * . in the crusade 
which we carry on for liberty, for justice, for 
truth and for peace. VICENTE OEiC-EL POLANCO now 
has the call." 

In response to this invitation, GEIGEL POLANCO announced his 
decision to join the PIP. He arrived in Puerto Rico on 
October 11, 1952, and was very active as an orator for the 
PlP. Ke continued to contribute signed articles for publi- 
cation in the newspaper, "El lmparcial". 

After the election was over, GE1GEL POLANCO left Puerto Rico 
for New York City, but he again returned to Puerto Rico on 
January 5* 1953* According to the column, "Lo Que Yo Se" , 
of the commentator TL0F1L0 MALDONADO, which appeared in the 
January 7# 1953* issue of "El lmparcial", GE1GEL POLANCO 
was to remain in Puerto Rico while the Legislature was in 
session and was to act as an advisor to the PIP Legislators. 

9. Pre-Election Slogans 

During the week just prior to the general election of November 
4, 1952, the PIP, through radio programs and newspaper 
advertisements, presented to the public a number of slogans 
stating why the voters should vote for the PIP. A full 
page advertisement appearing in "El Mundo" on November 4» 

1952, set forth 75 such slogans. Twenty of these slogans, 
somewhat abbreviated in form, appeared in a similar advertise- 
ment printed in "El lmparcial" on that same date* These 20 
slogans are translated as follows: 

"Vote for the PIP - 

"(1) To liquidate colonialism; 

"(2) To end corruption in the government; 

"(3) To stop the squandering of public funds; 
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"(if) To put an end to the fabulous salaries paid 

to the favorites and protegees of* the man who 
is both the colonial governor and the president 
of the Popular Party; 

"(5>) To eliminate nepotism from the government; 

"(6) To give a mandate to a party which will intro- 
duce a program of rural rehabilitation; 

"(7) To defend the rights of the working class; 

"(8) To protect the downtrodden middle class; 

n (9) To prevent the imposition upon Puerto Ricans, 

of a tribute of blood - without representation; 
such as is now being exacted in Korea; 

"(10) In order that the "Parceleros" , (small farmers 
settled on government -owned land), may obtain 
property title to their "parcelas", (units of 
government land being farmed by individual 
parceleros) ; 

"(11) in order that legislation may be amended 

guaranteeing the organization of chauffeurs, 

( into a quasi-governmental body with certain 
regulatory powers); 

"(12) To establish University autonomy; 

"(13) To assure subsidies for the small farmers; 

"(14) To approve a program of rehabilitation for 
Vieques and Culebra; 

"( 15) To implement a fair housing plan for the poor 
classes in Puerto Rico; 

"(16) To drastically revise the law of scientific 

assessment and to establish an impartial system 
of taxation. 
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”(17) To prevent dictatorship; to reestablish 

democratic procedure in Puerto Rico; and to 
put an end to abuse of power, to official 
persecution, to vote-buying, and to the 
fear which the Party in power has installed 
in the minds of the people; 

n ( 18) To do away with the illegal program of mass 

sterilization of our women, which the govern- 
ment has put into practice in the public clinics 
and hospitals; 

*’ ( 19 ) To develop a real program of industrialization; 

"(20) To face up to the dreadful problem of unemploy- 
ment, and to guarantee additional facilities 
to the thousands of children for whom there are 
no schools.'' 

10,. Remarks of GIL3ERT0 CONCEPCION 

D B GRACIA Concerning The Campaign 

In its issue for November 3> 1952, the San Juan newspaper, 

"El Mundo", carried an article reporting that on the previous 
day Dr. G1L3ERT0 CONCEPCION DE GRACIA had been interviewed 
by DARIO CARLO of the "El hundo" editorial staff. According 
to the article. Dr. CONCEPCION declared he was sure that all 
of the PIP candidates at large for the legislative assembly 
would be elected. The article quotes Dr. CONCEPCION as 
stating: 

"The PIP today is a vigorous and strong party. . . 

It is Puerto Rico's party of hope. It is the 
party of the future. We will go to the polls, 
calm and confident,, certain that our party will 
emerge an .indisputable force in the public life 
of Puerto Rico - . .We will carve the future 
of Puerto Rico." 

According to this article. Dr. CONCEPCION stated that the 
greater part of the extinct liberal party of Puerto Rico and 
the Socialist Party of Puerto Rico have been fused with the 

PIP. 


- 18 - 









-rrr 


SJ 100-1J.014 


k 




According to this article. Dr. CONCEPCION described the 
political campaign carried out by the PIP as "intense" and 
"rigorous". He is quoted as having stated: 

"The reaction of the country people to our 
speechmaking has been wonderful, We have 
gone deep into the mountains - on foot, by 
jeep, on horseback - holding meetings with- 
out loudspeakers, or with them when we could 
carry electric batteries ... in the rural 
zone we distributed the greater part of 
300,000 printed copies of the PIP program . . . 

>/e have visited the mountains, the valleys, 
the coast; and everywhere we were received 
with tremendous enthusiasm." 


Dr. CONCEPCION stated that he had personally attended 
meetings in 627 of the 6lj.2 rural barrios of Puerto Rico. 
The article quotes Dr. CONCEPCION as stating: 

"Thanks to the help of our people, we have 
been able to hold an adequate campaign of 
guidance and propaganda, through the press, 
the radio, and other vehicles of information. 

What we have done with the scant resources at 
hand is almost a miracle." 


In its issue for November 1952, "El Mundo" carried an 
article reporting the final instructions of Dr. CONCEPCION 
OE GRACIA to those who would vote in the general election of 
November 4# 1952. Dr. CONCEPCION instructed the voters to 
mark across on the ballot under the PIP insignia and to 
ignore all the special items concerning amendments to the 
Puerto Rico Constitution. He made a special point of the 
fact that the vote is "absolutely secret" and told hi3 friends 
not to be "intimidated or influenced in any way". Dr. 
CONCEPCION instructed the members of his party to take them- 
selves to the polls by any means at their disposal and not 
to wait for the party to provide transportation. Ke is 
quoted as stating: 


"We want to remind our voters that we are a 
poor party engaged in a great battle with a 
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"rich and powerful party which has at its dis- 
posal money, public profit, and public employees. 

This is a struggle over a nation against a 
government, to bring about a change justly needed 
by that nation." 

The article reflects that the PIP President devoted a con- 
siderable portion of his remarks to an attack upon the 
Popular Democratic Party. He accused the Popular Democratic 
Party of failing to honor the promises which it had made 
to the great mass of the people of Puerto Rico. Among other 
things, he is quoted as stating: 

"The Popular Party won public support in Puerto 
Rico on the strength of promises to introduce 
measures which would correct problems confronting 
the poorer classes and the great mass of 
laborers and country people. The majority of 
these promises have not been fulfilled ..." 
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B. GENERAL MEETINGS AND THE 
CAMPAIGN FOR 1956 


1. Meeting at New York City, 

November 10, 1952 

The San Juan newspaper, '•El Mundo" , on November 12, 1952, 
carried a United Press dispatch datelined New York, 

November 11, reflecting that the PIP had held a meeting 
on November 10, 1952, at New York City, in celebration of 
the PlP's successes in l^he Puerto Rican elections on 
November 1±. The article states that the event took place 
at the "Casa Borinquen", (PIP Headquarters of New York 
City), under the auspices of the New York City PIP Committee* 
The dispatch reflects that the meeting was opened by ARTURO 
JIMENEZ, President of the New York City PIP Committee, who 
stated: 

"Today the Independentists of New York are 
commencing the campaign of 1956." 

The main speaker at this meeting, ANTONIO COLL VIDAL, 
described as a prominent Puerto Rican newspaperman, is quoted 
as having stated among other things, that the PIP "is not 
a political hodgepodge, like the party in power, but is one 
big family united in the proud purpose of building a nation". 
The press dispatch reflects that COLL VIDAL declared that 
this would be the last election which the Popular Democratic 
Party would be able to win. 

2. PIP Assembly, Bayamon, 

Puerto Rico, November 16, 1952 

On November 16, 1952, an island-wide assembly of PIP leaders 
was held at 3ayamon, Puerto Rico, to evaluate the results 
of the general election of November ij., 1952, and to lay 
campaign plans for a PIP victory in 1956. This meeting was 
reported by DARIO CARLO of the "El Mundo" editorial staff 
in an article appearing in "El Mundo" on November 18, 1952, 
and also by the political commentator, TE0EIL0 MALDONADO, 
in his column which appeared in "El Imparcial" on November 
18, 1952. These articles reflect that those officials 
convoked to attend this assembly were: 
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The Board of Directors of the PIP; 

The Presidents 4nd Secretaries of the Municipal 
Committees of the PIP; 

All persons who had been candidates of the PIP 
for legislative offices or for the office of 
Mayor of a Municipality, 

The articles indicate that about £00 pjp leaders, including 
a delegation from New York City, attended the assembly, and 
that the assembly was held on the Santa Ana Farm located at 
Km. 5 on the highway between Bayamon and Catano. Mr. CARLO 
states that this farm is owned by EDMUNDO B. FERNANDEZ, 
whom he describes as an industrialist and a leader of the 
PIP. The newspaper articles reflect that this assembly was 
presided over by Dr. GIL3ERT0 CONCEPCION DE GRACIA, the 
President of the PIP, and by 3ALTAZAR QUINONES ELIAS, the 
Vice President of the PIP. 

The newspaper articles reflect that Dr. GILBERT0 CONCEPCION 
DE GRACIA opened the assembly with a report in which he 
analyzed the results of the election of November 1*, 1952, 
and submitted his recommendations as to the plan of campaign 
and the economic program which was to be adopted by the PIP 
so as to insure a PIP victory in the elections of 1956. The 
PIP President called the attention of the municipal officers 
of the PIP to the necessity of keeping the PIP membership 
registers up to date in each town, so that the voters could 
always be accounted for and called upon for cooperation. 

The newspaper articles reflect that the assembly unanimously 
approved Dr. CONCEPCION’S recommendations. 

This plan of campaign included: The publication of a party 

newspaper to be widely and gratuitously distributed through 
all the communities of the island; the continuation of the 
PIP news broadcasts, the "Radio Periodical, El Pip”; the 
continuation of the radio meetings; the development of a 
most intense campaign of orientation, education and organi- 
zation in every part of the island; the creation of rural 
campaign squads; the use of motion pictures, theatrical 
presentations and other methods of education and propaganda; 
the activation of a publications committee to prepare cam- 
paign material; the strengthening of the youth and women's 
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groups of the PIP, under the supervision of the Municipal 
Committees of the PIP. In addition, various methods of 
adequately organising the finances of the party were dis- 
cussed, The newspaper articles reflect that- at this 
assembly, the PIP expressed its determina-* ion "to continue 
unceasingly the civic struggle to which it v.as pledged 
itself, until the forces of' reaction and colonialism are 
defeated, and there is established a responsible and 
efficient government dedicated to the aim of bringing to 
fruition the historic desires of the Puerto Rican people 
for liberty and justice" - 

The newspaper articles indicate that after Dr, G1L3ERT0 
CONCEPCION DE GRACIA opened the assembly and gave his report, 
the Presidents of the various municipal committees of the 
PIP reported concerning the campaign developments and the 
election results in their communities; discussed what they 
believed to be the mistakes and failings which should be 
corrected in the future; and pledged themselves to initiate 
immediately the PIP campaign for the election of 1956. 

In his report to the assembly, Dr. CONCEPCION DE GRACIA declared 
that the PIP had just participated in one of the most 
significant civic contests in the history of Puerto Rico. He 
stated that in this contest, the PIP had to face the entrenched 
power of the forces of reaction and colonialism. The following 
is a translation of a portion of Dr. CONCEPCION’S speech as 
reported by TEOFILO MALDONADO in his newspaper column: 

11 . . . . In these elections, the Popular 
Democratic Party was the standard bearer of 
the forces of reaction and colonialism* The 
men who have kidnaped the will of the Popular 
Party and who direct the colonial government 
of Puerto Rico resorted to every imaginable 
illegitimate means in order to falsify the will 
of the people at the polls. They resorted to the 
abuse of power. They used fantastic sums of money 
in the campaign. They tried in every way to 
monopolize the means of communication. They re- 
sorted to coercion, subornation and the purchase 
of votes .... Had it not been for the 
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"spontaneous efforts carried out by thousands of 
Independentists in all parts of the island, it 
would not have been possible to make a stand 
against the monstrous and corrupt machinery of * 
the colonial government which like a leaden 
gravestone presses down upon the Puert: Rican 
people. The outstanding historical fact is that 
for the first time, the independence forces are 
carrying, by their own right, a representation 
to our Parliament. Another historical fact of 
singular importance is that for the first time in 
the history of Puerto Rico, the forces of 
independence, organized in a political party 
obtained 125,000 votes at the polls- It is like- 
wise significant, that the effective force of the 
PIP far exceeds the 125,000 votes registered in 
the elections. This is so because the PIP could 
not register all its electorate to vote in these 
elections, due to the turbid machinations carried 
out in violation of the law, by the President of 
the Popular Party who is also the colonial 
governor of Puerto Rico. This is also so, because 
our party could not transport all of its electorate 
to the polls, due to lack of funds and due to the 
organizational shortcomings all over the country, 
which were caused by the limited economic resources 
at our disposal for both organizational and campaign 
expenses ." 

3. The PIP President’s Instructions 
for the Campaign of 1956, and his 
Visit to New York City, December, 1952 

The San Juan newspaper, "El Mundo", in its issue for December 
4, 1952, carried an article reflecting that Dr. GILBERT0 
C0MCEPCI0M DE GRACIA, the President of the PIP, left San O'uan 
by air on December 3, 1952, for Mew York City, where he 
intended to visit with PIP leaders and to attend a number of 
meetings for the purpose of discussing the participation of 
the Independentists in Mew York City in the campaign plans 
of the PIP for the election of 1956. 
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In his column, "Lo Que Yo Se", (What 1 Know), published in 
the December 2, 1952, issue of "El Imparcial , TEOFILO 
IiALDONADO, political commentator, related that on December 
1, 1952, prior to his departure for New York City, Dr* 

GILBERTO CONCEPCION DE GRACIA issued instructions to the 
Presidents of the Municipal Committees of the PIP, requesting 
that they immediately begin work to complete the registration 
of PIP members in all the communities of the island* 

According to Commentator MALDONADO, the PIP President stated 
that the registration ought to be completed during the first 
six months of 1953^ Dr. CONCEPCION asked the Presidents of 
the PIP Municipal Committees to answer promptly all corres- 
pondence which they received, especially that soliciting 
information desired by the officials and the various 
committees of the Party, 

According to MALDONADO, Dr. CONCEPCION also informed the 
local PIP leaders that all matters related to the organization 
of municipal committees must be transmitted to PIP Headquarters 
for action by the PIP Committee on Political Organization, 
which is presided over by GABRIEL VICENTE MAURA, and that all 
matters relating to PIP meetings or to orators for such 
meetings must be transmitted to PIP Headquarters also* 

On December 10, 19 52, the San Juan newspaper, "El Mundo", 
printed a UP dispatch datelined December 9 at New York, 
reflecting that at a special assembly called by the PIP 
Committee for New York City, Dr* GILBERTO CONCEPCION DE GRACIA 
had delivered a speech in which he declared that the PIP 
had doubled its electoral strength since 1948* and that it 
would treble its present strength by the election of 1956* 

The press dispatch further reflects that at this assembly 
officers were elected for the PIP Committee for New York City* 

In its issue for December 17, 1952, the San Juan newspaper, 

"El Mundo", carried a United Press dispatch datelined 
December 16 at Bridgeport, Connecticut, reflecting that Dr. 
CONCEPCION DE GRACIA had addressed a meeting of Puerto 
Ricans who had gathered there to form a PIP Committee for 
Bridgeport, Among other things. Dr. CONCEPCION is reported 
to have stated: 

"The principal duty of Puerto Ricans at this 
hour is to struggle for the liquidation of 
colonialism in Puerto Rico." 
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4* PIP Campaign Banquet 
12-28-52, at San Juan 

On December 19, 1952, a political advertisement appeared in 
the San Ouan newspaper* ”E1 Mundo” • This advertisement 
stated that on December 28, 1952, at the Normandie Hotel in 
San Ouan, the PIP would hold its first Christmas banquet v. 
for the benefit of its campaign for victory m the elections 
of 1958. The advertisement asked the people of Puerto Rico 
to assist the liberation of the island by attending this 
PIP event and promised there would be music and artistic 
entertainment. This political advertisement was printed 
over the name of Dr> FRANCISCO MANRIQUE CABRERA as Chairman 
of the Organizing Committee and over the name of Dr* 

GIL.3ERT0 CONCEPCION DE GRACIA as President of the PIP. 

On December 23, 1952, the San Juan newspaper, S, E1 Mundo*' , 
carried an article stating that the PIP expected 1.000 persons 
to attend their first Christmas banquet of the PIP victory 
campaign. The article relates that Dr. FRANCISCO iiANRIQlJE 
CA3RERA, Chairman of the Organizing Committee for this 
banquet, stated that the minimum charge per plate for this 
banquet would be 'ii'10.00. According to the article, the PIP 
intends to hold an activity of this sort annually until 1956 
with the intention of collecting funds for the campaign 
expenses of that election. The article indicates that the 
PIP Directorate is interested in having at this banquet the 
most proportional representation possible of all of the 
Party leadership throughout the island, including the feminine 
groups, the youth groups and the laboring and working class 
groups. To this end, the PIP Directorate was reported to 
have suggested that when necessary, the Municipal Committees 
of the PIP should gather the funds needed, so that their 
respective, communities might send a representative delegation. 

The article reflects that in addition to the fund-raising 
) possibilities which inspired the idea of this annual Christmas 
banquet, the event will also provide an opportunity for all 
the PIP leadership of the island to exchange ideas about the 
problems and matters which affect the good progress of the 
Party. 
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In its issue for December 30, 1952, the San Juan newspaper, 

"El Iraparcial" , carried an article stating that $ 7 4 persons 
signed the Registry Book at the banquet assembly which the 
PIP held on Sunday, December 20, 1952, at the Normandie 
Hotel in San O'uan. The article said that every municipality 
on the island was well represented, and that there was also 
representation from the PIP Committee for New York City, 

The article stated that Professor FRANCISCO MANR1QUE CABRERA, 
who acted as the Master of Ceremonies at this banquet, 
explained that this was the first of a series of fraternal 
banquets which the party proposed to hold for the purpose of 
raising funds to help meet the expenses of the campaign for 
1956, which, he said, "was formally initiated last November 
4", According to the article, speeches were given by MONA 
MARTI, described as the leading Puerto Rican actress; by 
JORGE LUIS LANDING, described as a University student; by 
TPiINA S0T0MAY0R, described as a Venezuelan lady; by ANTONIO 
COLL VIDAL, described as a newspaperman, and by Dr, GiLBERTO 
CONCEPCION DE GRACIA, 

The San Juan newspaper, "El Mundo" , in its issue for December 
29, 1952, carried an article concerning the PIP banquet held 
on December 28, 1952, This article states that in his speech 
to the gathering. Dr, GiLLERTO CONCEPCION DE GRACIA revealed 
that the Executive Committee of the PIP had agreed to demand 
that the PIP be given representation on the commission and 
other administrative boards of the Executive Branch of the 
government of Puerto Rico, In his speech, as reported by 
this article. Dr, CONCEPCION gave a brief analysis of the 
present political situation in Puerto Rico, and set forth 
the principal points of the legislative program to be pursued 
by the PIP legislators. He stated that the PIP, as an 
instrument of opposition and criticism, will oppose government 
red tape, will foster measures designed to put an end to 
corruption and will support all legislation aimed at com- 
bating hunger and poverty. 

The article indicates that Dr. FRANCISCO MANR1QUE CABRERA 
claimed that many PIP members were unable to attend the 
banquet, because of last minute difficulties, despite the 
fact that they had paid the cover charge. Dr. CONCEPCION 
DE GRACIA announced that JUAN 71LLARRUB1A, the PIP leader 
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at Aguada, Puerto Rico, had reported that the Independentists 
of Aguada had purchased a considerable number of tickets to 
the banquet but were for the most part unable to attend. 

5. De Diego Day Commemorative 
Activity, April 16, 1953 

An article appearing in the San J'uan newspaper, "El Mundo", 
on April 17, 1953, reflects that on April 16, 1953, the PIP 
honored the memory of J'OSE DE DIEGO with a parade from the 
Insular Capital to the cemetery of San Juan and with a 
ceremony and speeches at the tomb itself. The article said 
that hundreds of In de pen dentists from various parts of the 
island, carrying floral offerings and signs, gathered behind 
the Insular Capital at about 1:00 o'clock in the afternoon, 
and that approximately 3:00 p.m. they left the capital in a 
parade for the cemetery in San Juan. According to the 
article, the parade was led by a group of women and girls 
bearing flags and dressed in the colors of the PIP and the 
colors of the Puerto Rican flag. The crowd followed, singing 
the Puerto Rican anthem, "La Borinquena" . The article states 
that when the parade reached the tomb of JOSE DE DIEGO, a 
poem was read by ,£JAH BAUTISTA PAGAN, who then introduced the 
PIP President, who spoke for about an hour. CONCEPCION 1 s 
remarks consisted of an eulogy of JOSE DE DIEGO, an attack 
upon the present Constitution of Puerto Rico as a 
"constitutional farce"; statements concerning what he termed 
the present captivity of the Puerto Rican flag; statements 
of disapproval concerning the decision of the municipal 
government of San Juan to use garbage department funds for 
the purpose of erecting a monument to JOSE DE DIEGO, 
(CONCEPCION felt that a monument should be erected but not 
with garbage funds); a reiteration of the PIP demand that 
Puerto Rican troops now fighting in Korea should be returned 
to the island, and a statement to the effect that the PIP 
cause would be supported before the UN by a Latin Republic, 
which he refused to identify. 

Articles appearing in "El Mundo" on April 16 and 17, 1953, 
reflect that the memory of JOSE DE DIEGO was also honored 
by floral wreaths deposited on behalf of the Puerto Rican 
House of Representatives and the Puerto Rican Senate. 
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(JOSE DE DIEGO was a Puerto Rican statesman and pro- 
independence leader, who was at one time the President 
of the Puerto Rican House of Delegates. The anniversary of 
his birth is a public holiday in Puerto Rico.) 

BjMiolice memorandum dated April 23, 1953, Captain 

Puerto Rico Police Department, reported that a 
commemorative activity in honor of JOSE DE DIEGO was held 
at Mayague^^ Puerto Rico, on the evening of April 16, 1953* 

* Captain^d^ stated that the speakers at this activity were 
OSCAR MEDINA AGUILAR of Mayaguez who acted as Master of 
Ceremonies; LUIS EEL 1 PE RAMOS of Mayaguez; EMILIO SOLER 
LOPEZ of Mayaguez; JUAN BAUTISTA PAGAN, a newspaperman of 
San Juan, and Dr. GIL3ERT0 CONCEPCION DE GRAC IA, th e 
President of the PIP. As reported by Captain dldi all of 
the speakers eulogized JOSE DE DIEGO as a leader in the 
fight for Puerto Rican independence. 

6. PIP Newspaper 

In his column, "Lo Que Yo Se", (What 1 Know), appearing in 
the San Juan newspaper, "El Imparcial", for May 7> 1953# 
the political commentator TEOFILO MALDONADO reported that 
on May 15, 1953* the PIP would begin to publish a newspaper 
twice a month which would be distributed freely in all parts 
of the island. 

7. PIP Activity In New York 

City in June, 1953 

In his column, "Lo Que Yo Se", (What 1 Know), appearing in 
the San Juan newspaper, "El Imparcial", the commentator 
TEOFILO MALDONADO reported that VICENTE G5IGEL POLANCO, the 
Legislative Advisor of the PIP, had recently returned to 
Puerto Rico from New York City, where he had attended the 
annual assembly of the PIP Committee For New York City. 

MALDONADO further reports that the newspaperman LORENZO 
PINEIRO, who until recently had been President of the PIP 
Committee for New York City,, would come to Puerto Rico 
about July 1 to assist the PIP in its work of organization 
and propaganda. MALDONADO writes that recently PINEIRO 
finished his law studies in New York City, 
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C , PIP Activity at the United Na ti ons and PIP S tatements 
Regardi ng the Status of Puerto Rico 

1 . Activities and Sta tem ents during -September, 1952 

An article appearing in the San Juan Newspaper 31 ?IlJiTD0 on 
September 2, 1952, reflects that the Governor of Puerto Rico, 
PUIS NUKCY. r;.?.IN, had issued a statement declaring that by the 
promulgation of the constitution of the commonwealth of 
Fuerto Rico, the status of Puerto Rico had been changed from 
that of a colonial territory to that of self-government. 

The Governor stated that the voters of Puerto Rico, in mutual 
accord with the Congress of the United States had changed the 
politica.3. status of Fuerto Rico to that of self-government, 
thus causing the colonial status to disappear. 4 The article went 
on to relate that the Governor announced that the commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico was helping the government of the United States 
to present the case of Puerto Rico before the United Nations 
Organization so that the latter would officially recognize 
the change in the island’s status. The article indicated that 
VICTOR GUTIEPJ'F? FRANQUT, the Secretary of Justice of Puerto 
Rico was in Washington, D. C. for this purpose. 

In his column, ,f Io Que Yo Se ;t (Whet I know), which appeared 
in the San Juan Newspaper El IMP ARC I AL on September 2, 1952, 
the political commentator TEOFILO MALDONADO, reuorted that 
Dr. GILRERTC CONCEPCION de GRACIA had announced" that the' 
Directors of the FIP had agreed to raise a "Protest against 
the efforts which the government of Fuerto Rico is making to 
persuade the government at Washington, D. C., to notify the 
United Nations that the Island ought not' to be classified any 
longer as a territory without self-government.-' IIAJ.DOI'ADO 
further quoted the PIF President as stating: 

:J I£ it should be necessary, we will appear before 
the United Nations to protest vigorously this coarse 
and deceitful attempt the Popular Party to make 
it appear to the world that Puerto Rico has ceased 
to be a territory without self-government. « 
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An article appearing in EL MJNDC on September 3*' 1952, 
reflects that on September 2, 1952, Dr. GTLBERTO CONCEPCION 
de GRACJA ;eft San Juan, Puerto Pico for the purpose of 
visiting the General Secretariat of the United Nations 
at New "Fork City, The article reports that prior to his 
parting, the PIP President stated: 

”1 purpose to determine what steps have already been 
taken by the Government of the United States and 
the Government of Puerto Rico, toward persuading the 
United Nations to declare that Puerto Rico is enjoying 
sovereignty. , . . the truth is that Fuerto Rico continues 
to be a colony of the United States, that the North 
American Congress continues to exercise supreme authority 
over our people, and that things have continued in 
exactly the same colonial manner since last July 25th 
when they made a pretense of inaugurating the 'Estado 
Triste Agobiado" (sad oppressed state) a parody on the 
new name of Puerto Rico - Estado Libre Asocisdo - 
literally, associated free state — officially translated 
commonwealth ) if . According to the article the FIF 
President said that if the Federalcr Insular Governments 
should officially solicit the United Nations to declare 
that Fuerto Rico is enjoying sovereignty, a delegation 
of the FIF would go before that international organization 
to present the case of Fuerto Rico. 

On September 4, 1952, the San Juan newspaper EL KUNDO 
printed a lengthy article by the PIF leader RAFAEL 
ARJONA SIACA, in which the latter attacked the Governor 1 s 
statement which had appeared in EL MUNDO on September 2, 
1952. In his article ARJONA declared that the status 
of Fuerto Rico had not changed and he asserted that the 
records of the Congressional Committees which recommended 
approval of Public Law 600 of the Gist Congress (The law 
authorizing Fuerto Rico to draw up a constitution) 
contained the repeated affirmation that this statute does 
not change the political, social and economic relationship 
of Fuerto Rico to the United States. ARJONA mentioned 
the Governor's statement that the government of Fuerto 
Rico is assisting the United States government in presentiijg 
the case of Puerto Rico to the United Nations. ARJONA 
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writes “That statement is so absurd that it' must surely 
have been intended to conce&A the fact that a completely 
colonial government of Puerto Rico intends to induce the 
government of the United States to carry its little joke 
into the high spheres of the United Nations”. 

On Sentemb^r 10, 1952, the San Juan newspaper EL MUNDO 
carried an article stating that RUBEN GAZTAMBIUE ARRILLAGA, 
a representative of the Puerto Pico Legislature and a 
leader of the Popular Democratic Party, had issued a 
statement commenting upon the remarks of RAFAEL AP.JONA 
SIACA. A portion of Mr, GAZTAMBIDE’S statement is translated 
as follov/s: 

"The Lawyer AP.JONA SIACA, An Independence Farty of 
of Puerto Rico candidate for Representative-at-large, 
maintains that the political status of Fuerto P.ico 
is unchanged. The Indeoendence Party of Puerto Rico, 
through its President, Dr. GILBSRTO CONCEPCION de 
GRACIA, maintains this thesis, hot because it believes 
it, but because it is fundamentally afraid that to 
recognize the reality that Puerto P.ico has ceased to 
be a colony would lose the Farty the emotional appeal 
which it has used until now in gaining members. The 
reality that Puerto Rico has ceased to be a colony and 
that this should be recognized by the United States 
and the United Nations strikes fear into Independence 
Farty leaders. This, r««l integral freedom of 

our people, takes away all reason for a Party named 
the Independence Party. In this^fesrttependent world 
in which we presently live, T only wish it were true 
that the greater part of the people of the world 
who are called free might enjoy the real liberty 
possessed by the people of Fuerto Rico..., 

"It is a feeble service that AP.JONA SIACA and Dr, 
C-ILBERTC CONCEPCION de GP.ACIA render to Fuerto Rico 
when they insist upon calling the government of Puerto 
Rico a colony,. Let them appear before the United 
Nations and let them make all the propaganda to that 
effect, they may desire that we Puerto Ricans are 
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free cannot be obscured by those who hide behind the 
name of Independentists and who deny the real liberty 
which the citizens of Puerto Rico have acquired..,*"* 

In its issue for September 12, 1952, the San Juan newspaper 
EL MUNDO, carried a United Press dispatch datelined 
September 11th at Few York, reflecting that on September 11, 
1952, Dr. GILBERTO CONCEPCION de GRACIA had issued a statement 
to the press declaring that the United States would be unable 
to demonstrate to the United Nations that Puerto Rico has 
achieved self-government* In his statement to the press, 

Dr. CONCEPCION declared he had attended all meetings— from 
September 4 through September 9, 1952 — of an Ad Hoc 
Commission on Factors, which had been named by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations on January IS, 1952, to 
decide upon the factors which would determine whether 
previously dependent territories had achieved self-government* 
According to the press dispatch-, the Commission on Factors 
issued a report on September 10, 1952, enumerating the 
factors or conditions necessary to prove that a territory 
had secured sufficient sovereignty over its affairs to place 
it within one of three categories of self-government; 
Independence, Autonomy, or free association with the 
Metropolitan Nation The press dispatch quoted Dr.. GILBERTO 
CONCEPCION de GRACIA as stating: "after having attended the 
discussions, I can affirm that this commission has produced 
many formidable obstacles for the colonial powers including, 
naturally the United States. The United States can not 
place the case of Puerto Rico in any of the three categories 
approved by the committee* The United States cannot prove 
that Puerto Rico has secured its Independence, that it has 
some other separate form of self-government or that Puerto 
Rico has become associated freely and on an equal footing 
with the United States." 

Elsewhere in his statement to the press, Dr. CONCEPCION 
declared : "At the proper opportunity, the Independence Party 
of Puerto Rico, of which I have the high honor to be President^ 
will officially appear before the United Nations* The actual 
fact is that Puerto Rico continues to be a colony of the 
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United States*, the approval of Law 600 of the United States 
Congress and of the false constitution in no way alters the 
political, economical and social relations between the United 
States and Puerto Rico. These relations continue the same 
as under the old organic act. In reality, Puerto Rico enjoys 
neither political autonomy, economic autonomy, judicial 
autonomy, social autonomy, nor military autonomy. We continue 
to be as was expressly d'cd ?r ed in Law 600, a possession of 
the United States, and as s'v.:h the Metropolitan Nation sub- 
jects us to all obligati... ns of a dependent territory. The 
Congress maintains its ornvpotent power ever ‘-.he lives of all 
Ota* 'people. »ie have b„u ; \ given a government of irrevocable 
power. We are a military establishment of the United States. 

They have taken from us a tribute of blood without representation? 

The press dispatch reflects that Dr. CONCEPCION referred to the 
fact that VICTOR GUT I ERR EC fFANQUI, the Secretary of Justice 
in the Gov jrnm-uf' - of Uvr * : Rico, was in Was oir.gton. C., 
assisting federal ofl.Loi «i _c who were prepa'.og a study to be 
used in presenting the ca 52 of Puerto Rico before the United 
Nations Organization. Commenting on GUTIERREZ FR.ANQUI f 4 
claim to be in Washington, D. C. on "serious business", 

Dr. CONCEPCION stated: "It is true that GUTIERREZ FRANQUI is 
in the United States on serious business, more than serious, 
very grave. He went there to carry out the sad roll, of a 
'quisling’. This is certainly not a very enviable roll. 

GUTIERREZ FRANQUI went to Washington to serve as an instrument 
for and as a colonial agent of, the North American State 
Department. It is clear that he is not there on his own 
account, but as the representative of his Chief, LUG MUNOZ 
MARIN, the Colonial Governor and the Chief Exponent of North 
American Colonialism in the Caribbean Area** 

On September 16, 1952, an article appeared in the San Juan 
newspaper EL MUNDO reflecting that on September 14> 1952, 
the PIP President returned to San Juan, Puerto Rico, where 
he was escorted from the airport by a caravan of PIP members. 

The article reflects that from the balcony of the Headquarters 
of the PIP Committee for Santurce, Puerto Rico, Dr, CONCEPCION 
spoke to a crowd of PIP members concerning his trip to New York 
City and his visit to the United Nations." 
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In his column n Lo Que Yo Se" (What I Know) , appearing in the 
San Juan newspaper EL MUNDO on September lo, 1952, the 
political commentator, TEOFILO MALDONADO, reported that on 
September 17, 1952, Dr, GILBERTO CONCEPCION de GRACIA told 
him A. at during his recent trip to New York' City, he had 
made arrangements so that he, Dr, CONCEPCION, would be 
given a hearing by the United Nations, in the event that 
the Government of the United States should formally present 
the contention tint Puerto Rico is now self-governing,. 

Ah article appearing in the San Juan newspnt-r EL MUNDO on 
September 19, 1952, reflects that on September 18, 1952, 

Dr, GILBERTO CCNCEFCION de GRACIA issued a statement to the 
press declaring that any petition by which the United States 
might ask for a declaration that Puerto Rico has ceased to 
be a colony or dependent territory and has achieved self- 
government would nave to be presented to end discussed. by 
the General- Assembly ^ -le United Nations, According to 
the article, Dr. CONCEPCj.ON stated that' at uie General 
Secretariat of the United Nations on the occasion of his 
recent visit to New York City, he was informed that neither 
the Ad Hoc Commission on Factors nor the Commission on 
Information About Non-autonomous territories has jurisdiction 
to settle specific cases of colonies or territorial dependen- 
cies whose mother countries request the declaration that 
they have obtained their independence in the form of self- 
government or in the form of free association on equal 
grounds with the mother country. Dr, CONCEPCION stated 
that the Ad Hoc Commission on Factors met from September 4, 
to September 9, 1952 and approved f©r submission to the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, a report setting 
forth the factors through which it may be determined whether 
self-government has been achieved by a territory,. Dr. 
CONCEPCION said that he was present at all sessions of the 
above mentioned Ad Hoc Commission, and that at no time cfiid 
the delegation of the United Stated. infirodude the case of 
Puerto Rico or even go so far as to mention Puerto Rico by 
name. Dr, CONCEFCION said that this Commission also decided 
that it could not consider specif icr feAges since jurisdiction 
belongs only to the General Assembly of the United Nations, 
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The article further reflects that the PIP President stated 
he had consulted the General Secretariat of the United 
Nations concerning the specific procedures which the PIP 
should follow to express its opposition if the United States 
should request the General Assembly to declare that Puerto 
Rico is no longer a colony- or dependent territory. He said 
he was told thct in case the United States should make such 
a petition the procedure for the hearing of the PIP 
delegates would bo decided upon at that time* 

2 . Comments of th e Pi? P resident, Oct et or. 1 : 

An article appearing in the San Juan newspaper El MUNDO on 
October 13, 1952, contains a statement issued by the PIP 
President, Dr, GILBEP.TO CONCEPCION de GRACIA commenting on 
a statement made by 3? r, JAMES P. DAVIS, Director of the 
Division cf Terr in cries -'ini Possessions of the Department 
of Inter? :r, United Ttit -s Government. The article reflects 
that Mr. DAVIS had arrived in Puerto Rico for a series of 
conferences with Governoi LUIS MUNOZ MARIN on the plans of 
the North American government to present before the United 
Nations tho contention that Puerto Rico is no longer a 
dependent territory of the United States. .The article 
reflects further that Mr. DAVIS had made a statement to 
EL MUNDO declaring that the United States could dot ermine 
wheh Puerto Rico had ceased to be a colony and when the 
United States could stop making reports to the United 
Nations concerning Puerto Rico as required for dependent 
territories under article 73 { E ) of the United Nations Charten 

In his comments on this statement by Mr. DAVIS, the PIP 
President insisted that Puerto Rico continues to belong 
to the United States and that the political status of the 
Island has not changed, because Congress in approving 
Law 600, made it clear that the political, economical, and 
social relations between the Island and the United States 
were not being changed. Excerpts from Dr. CONCEPCION'S 
statements are translated as follows: 
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”We are not opposing in any way the recognition of 
the rights of Puerto Rico, but when Mr. D4VIS him- 
self has said before Congress during a discussion of 
Law 600, that the political relations with the United 
States arenEb affectedliy that measure, and now turns 
around and says that we have acquired complete self- 
government, that is a contradictory and malicious 
sitd&t&on^ . . . . 

”What the United States is trying to do is to deceive 
international opinion, especially that cf Latin America 
with regard to Puerto Rico, by acting in coneort with 
its colonial agents in the government of Puerto Rico 
....such action is contrary to the sacred interests 

of the Puerto Rican people actually, the Puerto 

Rican constitutional status continues to be that of 

a United States possession at the time of the 

approval of the d'l- named constitution, Congress made 
it clear according r,o the record of debates in the 
House as well as in the Senate, that no transfer of 

sovereignty was being made. the United States 

Department of Interior, represented by Mr. IRWIN 
SILVERMAN and Mr. DAVIS, declared before Congress that 
that Department would continue to exercise all 
embracing powers of Puerto Rico according to the 
territorial clause of the United States Constitution....” 

Dr. CONCEPCION declared that the United States could not 
unilaterally declare Puerto Rico to have obtained complete 
self-government and could not resolve on its own account 
to cease to submit reports upon Puerto Rico as a dependent 
territory under its administration. To prove these con- 
tentions, Dr. CONCEPCION set forth a discussion of the 
decision of the United Nations Commission, Ad Hoc Commission 
on Factors. 

Dr* CONCEPCION concluded his statement as follows: 

”0ur status in the United Nations is this: We are a 
dependent territory under the watchful protection of 
the United Nations and the United Nations will continue 
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to guard the development of Puerto Rico until our 
people acquire their sovereignty. ....when our case 
comes before the United Nations, if it is presented 
by the United States, we will be there* We will ask that 
the Puerto Rican case be discussed in full and that the 
United Nations request the United States to discharge 
its responsibility contracted through the ffreaty of 
Paris by recognition of the sovereignty of Puerto Rico. 
Puerto Rico is a nation that has reached complete 
political maturity and which has the right to a 
definite and honorable form of government. Its people 
do not want colonial support of any kind, nor do they 
want to go on drifting. The sovereignty of Puerto 
Rico will be established by recognizing its independence 
or by admitting it as a Federal State of the United 
States, on an equal footing with the other states and 
with full representation in the Federal Congress” • 

3 • Speech by PIP Pr esi dent, at Columbia University, New 
York City, December 19, 1952 . 

In its issue for December 23, 1952, the San Juan newspaper 
EL MUNDO carried a United Press dispatch datelined December 22, 
at New York City, reflecting that on December 19, 1952, 

Dr. GILBERTO CONCEPCION de GRACIA had given two addresses 
at Columbia University in New York City. The press dis- 
patch relates that Dr. CONCEPCION was invited by a member 
of the Political Science faculty of this University. The 
press dispatch stated that Dr. CONCEPCION told the students, 
Puerto Rico is ’’The only Latin American Nation which has 
not achieved its independence”, and affirmed that ‘’Puerto 
Rico is a colony of the United States." According to the 
press dispatch, Drl CONCEPCION told the students that the 
government of Puerto Rico is a government of ^revokable 
powers since "The Congress of the United States presently 
has the authority to revoke Public Law 600, the mis-named 
6onstitution and all the laws approved by the Puerto Rican 
Legislature". The PIP President added that Puerto Rico 
continues to be a territorial possession of the United States 
and that Songress "Within the scope of the powers conferred 
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upon it by the so-called territorial clause of the North 
American Constitution, could even sell Puerto Rico to some 
other power". 

4 ♦ Statem e nt of D r .._CCN CEPCION on January 4. 1953 , 

Regarding United' States Department of Sta te 
Bulletin 868 «~~ 

In its issue for January 5, 1953 , the San Juan newspaper 
EI- MUNDO carried an article stating that on the previous 
day the PIP President had issued a statement in which he 
declared that t • recent official document of the Federal 
Government had defined Puerto Rico as a "Dependent 
Territory". Dr. CONCEPCION said that the Federal document 
to which he referred reflects the true thought of the United 
States Government with respect to the actual significance 
of congressional law 600 and the "So-called Constitution". 
According to Do. CONCEPCION, the document in question is 
Bulletin SOS dated November 26, 1952, issued by the United 
States Department of State „ This Bulletin announces a 
meeting of the Caribbean Commission (Comision del Caribe), 
and declares, according to Dr. CONCEPCION, "The delegates 
of all the dependent territories of the Caribbean, including 
the French West Indies and the territories of the Unites 
States Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands - will meet 
under the auspices of the Caribbean Commission." 

In his statement on January 4, 1953, Dr. CONCEPCION complained 
that the January, 1953 issue of the Annals of the American 
Academy of Political Science "Will be devoted to propaganda 
in favor of Colonialism". Dr. CONCEPCION referred to the 
fact that this issue of the "Annals" . would contain articles 
concerning the present political and economical status of 
Puerto Rico, all written by persons presently or formerly 
connected with -the government of Puerto Rico. Dr*. CONCEPCION 
declared that these articles were written by "Colonial Agents 
in Puerto Rico, and the United States", and that the articles 
were "Intended to try to cover up the shameful state of 
colonialism in which our country continues to be kept." 


\ 
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5« Statorocnt of PIP President January. 1953. regarding 
United States Note to the United Nations . 

In his column ”Lo Que Se” (What I Know) appearing in the 
January 26, 1933 issue of the San Juan Newspaper EL IMPARCIAL 
the political commentator TEOFILO MALDONADO stated that 
on January 27, 1953, Dr. GILBERTO CONCEPCION de GRACIA had 
informed him" that the PIP would appear before the United 
Nations to oppose the notice which former President TRUMAN 
recently gave the United Nations, to the effect that the 
United States will no longer submit reports to the United 
Nations concerning Puerto Rico as a depenient territory# 

Certain of Dr. CONCEPCION’S remarks as reported by MALDONADO 
are translated as follows: 

”0ur party will appear in writing before the United 
Nations to oppose President TRUMAN’S pretensions that 
the United States has been relieved of its obligations 
of reporting on the conditions of Puerto Rico as 
required cf Article 73 of the Charter of the United 
Nations. We must call it to everyone’s attention that 
TRUMAN waited until the last moment to make ar. 
announcement about which there had been cackling for 
six months. The action of the former President is in 
open contradiction to that expressed by the Congress 
of the United States on the occasion of the passing 
of Law 600 concerning the so-called Constitution. 

The official North American attitude, made manifest 
before and after the approval of that pseudo-constitutional 
absurdity, is that the economic, political and social 
relations between Puerto Rico and the United States 
have remained unaltered.” 

6 • Communications betw een the PIP and the United Nation’s . 
March. 1953, R egar ding the United St ates Mote Presented 
to the UnitedNations on~March 22, 1$53 . 

Articles appearing in the San Juan newspapers EL MUNDO and 
EL IMPARCIAL on March 25, 1953, indicated that the leadership 
of the PIP had communicated with the Secretary General of the 
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United Nations Organization, asking that an audience before 
the United Nations be arranged so that the PIP might 
officially present the contention that Puerto Rico, under 
its new constitution, has not become self-governing, but 
remains a possession of the United States. The articles 
indicate* that this cablegram to the United Nations, dated 
March 23, 1953, was signed by the PIP President and by the 
14 other PIP leaders who afe presently seated in the 
Legislature of Puerto Rico. The cablegram stated that the 
PIP desires an opportunity to express its point of view 
with regard to the note which the government of the United 
States recently presented to the United Nations Organization 
making known its decision to stop submitting reports on 
conditions in Puerto Rico, on the grounds that the new 
constitution of Puerto Rico provides that Puerto Rico shall be 
an autonomous commonwealth. According to the newspaper 
articles, the PIP cablegram stated in part: T, 0ur contention 
based upon the conslsteifc legislative practice of the Congress 
is that the so-called constitution of Puerto Rico i6 
nothing more than a colonial statute under which the Island 
remains a non-autonomous territory, subject to the absolute 
power of the Congress of the United States 5 ’. The PIP 
communication concluded by stating that the PIP is ready to 
appear before the United Nations on any date which might 
be designated. 

According to an article which appeared in EL IMPARCIAL on 
March 26, 1953, the PIP cablegram to the United Nations 
dated March 23, 1953, was delivered to the Secretariat of 
the United Nations on March 24, 1953 at 12:29 P.M., through 
the facilities of all-American Cables and Radio Incorporated. 

An article which appeared in the San Juan newspaper EL MUNDO 
on March 27, 1953, reflects that in confirmation of the cable 
sent to the United Nations on March 23, 1953, the PIP leaders 
sent to the Secretary General of the United Nations, a letter 
dated March 25, 1953 • The EL MUNDO article reflects that 
copies of this letter and of the cable which had been sent 
on March 23, 1953, were sent to each of the delegates 
accredited to United Nations. The article reflects that the 
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PIP letter dated March 25, 1953 was signed by the PIP Senators 
Dr. GILBERTO CONCEPCION de GRACIA, EUGBJBJIO FONT SUAREZ 
FRANCISCO M. SUSONI, WILLIAM CORDOFA CHIRINO, and RAFAEL 
BETANCOURT, as well as by the PIP Representatives: BALTAZAR 
QUINONES ELIAS, JOSE LUIS FELIU PESQfERA, RAFAEL ARJONA 
SIACA, LUIS A. ARCHILLA LAUGIER, HECTOR RAMOS MIMOSO, 

ISABELINO HARZ AN, MARCOS' A/ RAMIREZ IRIZARRY, SANTIAGO 
PINEIRO, EVARISTO CARRASQUILLO, and JESUS RODRIGUEZ BENITEZ. 

The text of this letter as set forth in this EL MUNDO 
article is translated as follows: 

"This letter is intended to confirm our cablegram of 
3-23-53, which asks, in the name of the Independence 
Party of Puerto Rico, for an audience concerning the 
note presented by the Government of the United States 
of America with reference to its decision to submit 
no more reports, henceforth concerning .the dependent 
territory of Puerto Rico, A copy of the cablegram 
in English and in Spanish is included. 

"The note presented by the United States is based 
upon the approval of a so-called .* Constitution of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico’ , which is nothing more 
than a colonial statute put through under the coercive 
influence of the United States, and, according to the 
State Department iri a letter dated 4-24-50, ’in such 
a way that the formal consent of the Fuerto Ricans is 
given to their present relations with the United States*. 
Since 1#9S these relations have been of a colonial 
nature. When the Congress of the United States 
approved a law authorizing the Puerto Ricans to subject 
themselves to the law of a colonial statute, which 
would be known in the future as the ’Constitution of 
Puerto Rico’, the official reports of the Congressional 
committees of the Senate and of the House, as well as 
the reports of the Departments of State and Interior 
made it plain that 'This measure does not change the 
fundamental political, social and economic relations 
of Puerto Rico with the United States', In effect, 
this insignificant constitution does not make the slightest 
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change in the status of being a territory or colonial 
possession of the United States, which status Puerto 
Rico has possessed since the occupation of the- Island 
by military forces of the United States in 1&9&, 

Authority to deal with the basic problems of our people 
continues to be exercised by the Congress of the United 
States and not by the people or the Legislature of 
Puerto Rico, 

"The so-called Constitution is simply an evasion of 
the rights of the people of Puerto Rico and of the 
responsibility of the United States, The present 
political status of Puerto Rico does not fulfill the 
requirements fixed by the United Nations as prerequisite 
if a nation which has territories under its jurisdiction 
is to be relieved of the responsibility of submitting 
reports, 

"The Independence Party of Puerto Rico renews today, 
its formal petition for an audience before the United 
Nations concerning the note presented by the United 
States with regard to Puerto Rico, Please present 
our petition to the Public Committee on Reports and 
to the Fideiconmissary Council (Consejo de Fideicomisos) 

"An article - appearing in the San Juan newspaper "EL IMPARCIAL", 
on March 28, 1953, indicates that on March 27, 1953 j the 
PIP received a letter from the Secretary General of the 
United Nations dated March 24, 1953, which acknowledged the 
cablegram that Dr, CONCEPCION DE GRACIA, in his capacity as 
President of the PIP, had sent to the United Nations on 
March 23 , 1953 • The text of this letter from the Secretary 
General of the United Nations, as it appears in the article, 
is translated from the Spanish as follows: 

"The Secretary-General of the United Nations has the 
honor of acknowledging the receipt of the cablegram 
of the President of the Independence Party of Puerto 
Rico dated 3-23-53, petitioning for an audience 
concerning the note submitted by the United States 
in regard to its decision not to feubmit additional reports 
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about the territory of Puerto Rico. In regard to 
the text of that cablegram the Secretary General 
desires to communicate the following: 

"In accordance with Resolution 222 (III) of the General 
Assembly, the United Nations will investigate and 
consider the communication submitted by the Government 
of the United States of America advising the Secretary 
General of its decision to submit no further information 
concerning Puerto Rico, under Article 73 of the charter. 
Actually, the Committee on Information Concerning 
Dependent Territories, in its session for 1953, will 
have the responsibility of considering the document 
submitted by the United States in accordance with the 
above mentioned resolution. 

"The request for an audience will be properly referred 
to the appropriate agencies of the United Nations." 

7* Visit of the PIP President to the United Nations, and 
Other Activity April - 1933 

The San Juan newspaper "EL HUNDO", in its issue for April 6, 
1953 carried a United Press dispatch datelined April *5, 1953 
at New York City, which stated that Dr. CONCEPCION DE GRACIA, 
the PIP President, left that date for Washington, D. C. after 
spending several days in New York carrying on negotiations 
at the United Nations. According to the article, the PIP 
leader refused to comment concerning the nature of these 
negotiations but the article added that according to 
informed sources, these negotiations had to do with a note 
which the United States Ambassador to the United Nations, 

Mr. HENRY CABOT LODGE, presented on March 22, 1953, to the 
General Secretariat of the United Nations setting forth 
the decision of the United States to submit no more reports 
concerning Puerto Rico. The article stated that these sources 
of information advised that the PIP President visited various 
offices of the United Nations on April 2 and 3, 1953, holding 
lengthy conferences with officials of that world organization. 
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In its issue for April 14, 1953, the San Juan newspaper ;, EL 
MUNDO” carried a United Press dispatch datelined April 13, 1953, 
at New York City indicating that the PIP President had given 
an interview to the Press at New York City on that date. 

This dispatch reflects that Dr. CONCEPCION arrived in New 
York- City from Washington, D. C on the night of April 12, 

1953, after having attended a meeting of the organization 
of American States held in the Pan-American Union Building 
at Washington, D, C,, on April 12, 1953, which meeting was 
addressed 'by President EISENHOWER. The press dispatch 
quotes Dr* CONCEPCION as having commented: rt It cannot fail 
to become apparent to an individual so well informed as is 
President EISENHOWER, that there can be neither stability 
nor democracy while one of our Latin American nations is 
kept in a state of odious servitude as is occurring in the 
lamentable case of Puerto Rico." The dispatch states that 
Dr. CONCEPCION arrived in New York City from Puerto Rico 
on April 2, 1953, and that for the next two days he carried 
on negotiations at the United Nations. According to the' 
dispatch, Dr. CONCEPCION then proceeded to Washington, D.C., 
where he spent a week at the Pentagon investigating the 
case of the Puerto Rican soldiers court martialed last fall 
in Korea, The press dispatch states that Dr. CONCEPCION 
explained that the PIP had presented a petition to the United 
Nations asking that it be granted a hearing in connection 
with a notice given by the United States to the effect that 
the United States Government will no longer submit information 
about Puerto Rico, because the Island has now secured full 
self-government - a contention which the PIP does not accept. 

Dr. CONCEPCION said that, as a result of his efforts, the 
Secretary General of the United Nations had informed him that 
the petition will be transmitted by the officials to the 
Committee on Information Concerning Dependent Territories, 

He added that he had been officially' informed that that 
committee - will open its session at the United Nations on 
August l£, 1953. 

The San Juan newspaper, S, EL MUNDO" and J, EL IMPAP.CIAL” in 
their issues of April 17, 1953, carried articles concerning 
the PIP sponsored celebration held at San Juan in honor of 
the birthday of JOSE DE DIEGO, April l6th. These articles 
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reflect that in speaking before the tomb of JOSE DE DIEGO 
at the San Juan cemetery, on April 16, 1953 , Dr, CONCEPCION 
stated that a Latin American P.epublic, whose name he did not 
mention, had promised ”to be the standard bearer of the cause 
of Puerto Rico before the United Nations” • The ‘‘E&MUNDO" 
article indicates that after the PIP ceremonies were completed, 
the PIP President was Questioned concerning this statement. 
According to the article, the PIP President stated that he 
was not in a position at present to reveal the identity of 
this Republic. The article points out that during Dr* 
CONCEPCIONS recent visit to the United States, he visited 
with various diplomatic representatives in Washington and 
at New York City. 

In its issue for April 17, 1953, the San Juan newspaper 
"EL MUNDO" carried an article indicating that the PIP is 
preparing a memorial for the United Nations setting forth 
its objections to the attitude of the United States toward 
Puerto Rico. According to this article, the memorial is 
almost readyfor presentation to the United Nations, The • 
article states that on April 16, 1953, the PIP President, 
CONCEPCION DE GRACIA, announced that the PIP intends to 
submit a memorial to the United Nations impugning the right 
of the United States to stop submitting annual reports to 
that mntorn&'tional body concerning the situation of Puerto 
Rico. Dr. CONCEPCION indicated that the memorial was almost 
completed. He iridicated that, in all probability, he would 
return to New York prior to the meeting of the Ad Hoc 
Commission on Factors, of the United Nations, and would 
continue his efforts on behalf of the PIP. The PIP leader 
declared that, as a result of his last visit to the General 
Secretariat of the United Nations, the PIP will address 
itself to the above mentioned Ad Hoc Commission on Factors . 
as well as to the Commission on Information concerning 
Dependent Territories, soliciting an audience before them 
so as to present the PIP contentions. 

The article reflects that recently the PIP directed itself 
to the General Secretariat of the United Nations asking that 
a PIP petition be disseminated to the Committee on Information 
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Concerning Dependent Territories. This PIP petition, according 
to the article, requested that public hearings be held con- 
cerning a note of the North American Government in which the 
latter indicated that it would no longer submit reports 
concerning the situation in Puerto Rico. The article states 
that Dr. CONCEFCION advised ,that the PIP will also ask the 
General Secretariat of the United Nations to transmit to the 
Ad Hoc Commission on Factors a petition of the PIP requesting 
that Commission inform the General Assembly that the case of 
Puerto Rico does not meet the factors or circumstances neocssary 
before it ban be declared that a territory enjoys full self- 
government, Dri CONCEPCION informed that on Thursday, 

April 2nd, he conferred at the General Secretariat with 
three high-ranking officials of the United Nations discussing 
with them "the status of the unilateral action of the United 
States" and soliciting information concerning the official 
procedure which should be followed in order to channelize 
the opposition by the PIP. The PIP leader said: "I obtained 
complete information concerning this matter and I can say 
that they extended to me every sort of deference and courtesy. 

I was especially pleased that they should have granted me 
appointments on Holy Thursday and Good Friday, despite the 
fact that I gave them less than twenty-four hours notice." 

B. Statements of the PIF President during May, 1953 

The San Juan newspaper EL IMP ARC I AL, in its issue for May 7, 
1953 » reported the text of a speech which Dr. GILBERTO 
CONCEPCION de GRACIA had given in the Senate of Puerto Rico. 

The article reflects that Dr, CONCEPCION stated that, the 
United States asks that the United Nations relieve it of 
the obligations of continuing to submit reports concerning 
Puerto Rico. In his speech, Dr. CONCEPCION pointed out that 
in his opinion, Puerto Rico does not meet the requirements 
which the United Nations has set up to determine that a 
formerly dependent territory has achieved self-government. 

In the course of his remarks, Dr. CONCEPCION stated "The 
United States has maintained Puerto Rico at all times, and 
now maintains it, under the so-called Constitution, in the 
pure and simple status of being a territorial or colonial 
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possession, subject to arbitrary and unilateral power of 
the Congress. 11 The PIP President pointed out that Puerto 
Rico does not enjoy representation by voice or vote in the 
Congress since the resident commissioner can only report 
concerning the affairs of the Island Dr. CONCEPCION stated 
,T The Gongress recognized in' the Foraker Act (first organic 
act of Puerto Rico) the natural citizenship of the Puerto 
Ricans. By the Jones Act, (second organic act of Puerto 
Rico) Congress revoked this just law and imposed upon the 
Puerto Ricans the citizenship of the United States, against 
the will of the country, which had clamored for the preser- 
vation of its natural citizenship." 

An article which appeared in the San Juan Newspaper EL 
IMPARCIAL on May IS, 1953 > reported a speech which Dr, 

GILBERTO CONCEPCION de GRACIA had made recently in the 
Senate of Puerto Rico. In his speech, Dr. CONCEPCION traced 
the history of independent feeling in Puerto Rico and pointed 
out that Puerto Rico as a Spanish possession, had representation 
in the Spanish Legislature, amounting in 169o to three seats 
in the Senate and 16 in the House of Deputies. Dr. 

CONCEPCION further pointed out that in 1S9S all the members 
of the Autonomous Cabinet governing Puerto Rico had signed 
a letter asking the Spanish General to furnish arms so that 
the Puerto P-icans could resist the invasion being led by 
General MILES of the United States. Dr. CONCEPCION stated 
that these Puerto Rican leaders decided against making any 
resistance to the United States invasion, on account of the 
fact that General MILES issued a proclamation assuring that 
Puerto Rico would receive the guarantees and benefits of 
the free institutions of the United States. Dr. CONCEPCION 
further pointed out that the Treaty of Paris of December 10, 
1$99, in Article 9, made the formal promise that the civil 
rights and the political status of the natural inhabitants 
of the territories ceded to the United States would be 
determined by the Congress of the United States. PIP leader 
declared that 55 years has passed since this treaty but that 
the G ongress had never discharged this responsibility. The 
PIP President discussed the various factors set up by the 
United Nations to determine the political status of a 
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territory which claimed to be sover&gn and he concluded 
that the present status of Puerto Rico does not fulfill 
the conditions necessary to sovereignty. 

9 • Meeting of P IP Leade r s with United States Delegate 
to the Unite d Nations./ J un e. 19? >3 

An article appearing in the San Juan Newspaper EL MUNDO 
on June 24, 1953 1 reflects that Mr. BENJAMIN GERIG, described 
as a Delegate of the United States to the United Nations, 
had held an interview with the PIP leaders. The article 
reflects that Mr. GERIG had come to Puerto Rico to secure 
information to be used in presenting before the United 
Nations the contention that the political status of the 
Island has been changed. According to the article, the 
PIP President wrote a letter to Mr. GERIG reouesting an 
audience so that the PIP might present its objections to 
to the contention that Puerto Rico should be considered 
a self-governing community. The article states that on 
June 23 i 1953, at the Capital of Puerto Rico, a private 
conference was arranged between Mr. GERIG and the follovdng 
PIP leaders: 

Dr. GILBERTO CONCEPCION de GRACIA 
RAFAEL ARJONA SIACA, 

VICENTE GEIGEL, POLANCO 
MARCOS, A, RAMIREZ 

According to the EL MUNDO article, the PIP leaders expounded 
their reasons for opposing the proposition that Puerto Rico 
should not be considered as a dependent territory They 
also told Mr. GERIG that they had already communicated with 
the proper United Nations Commissions asking that those 
commissions refuse to accept the reouest of the United 
States Department of State that it no longer be obligated 
to submit reports concerning Puerto Rico, because ' Puerto 
Rico had secured an autonomous form of Government. 

The EL MUNDO article reflects that Mr. GERIG told the PIP 
leaders that the main purpose of his visit to Puerto Rico 
was to collect direct information to defend before the 
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United Nations, the contention of the United States that 
hencefortn it need no longer present reports concerning 
Puerto Rico, since the United States no longer considers 
Puerto Rico to be a dependent territory# Mr, GERIG 
reportedly told the PIP leaders that he was nevertheless 
very happy to know the point of view of the PIF minority 
so that he; woul 1 have a complete picture of the general 
political situation in Pusrto Rico. The EL MU EDO article 
reflects that Mr. GERIG left Puerto Rico for Washington, 
D. C«, on June 23, 1953* 
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D. ACTIVITIES CONCERNING 

PUERTO RICAN TROOPS IN KOREA 

1* Activities Prior to the 

Election of November 4. 1952 

In its issue for September 16, 1952, the San Juan newspaper, "El 
Mundo," printed a United Press, dispatch datelined September 15 
at New York City. This dispatch states that the FIP President, 

Dr. GILES’ TO CONCEPCION DE GRACIA, in speaking to a group gathered 
at the "Casa Borinouen” (PIP Headquarters at New York City), 
stated that the PIP "does not want Puerto Ricans to participate 
in any future war unless our people are previously consulted.” 
According to the dispatch, the PIP President declared that the 
present Government of Puerto Rico has "betrayed the youth of 
Puerto Rico 1 ' by permitting 75*000 Puerto Ricans to be sent to die 
in Korea without the consent of the Puerto Rican people. The 
press dispatch noted that following the gathering at the "Casa 
Borinquen," Dr. CONCEPCION left New York City for San Juan, Puerto 
Rico on September 14, 1952. 

On October 1, 1952, Officer a member of the 

Puerto Rico Police Department stationed at Comerio, 'Puerto Rico, 
advised that he had been present on September 2&, 195 2. at a PIP 
campaign meeting held publicly ah Comerio. Off 
said that MANUEL GOMEZ RIVE' A spoke at this meeting, stating, 
among other things, that Puerto Rican parents should not let their 
sons leave Puerto Rico to serve in the United States armed forces 
unless they are willing to sell their sons to the U. S. Government 
for f--10,000 each. Officer ^H||H0further related that DANIEL 
GUERRERO HERNANDEZ, recently discharged from the U. S. Army, also 
spoke at this meeting, stating among other things: 

"The Government of Puerto Rico is responsible for 
our soldiers fight ing *in Korea. The 65 th Infantry 
Regiment has recently suffered extremely heavy 
losses and the Government of Puerto Rico was res- 
ponsible for this . I invite Puerto Rican mothers 
and fathers to vote with the Independence Party of 
Puerto Rico so that your sons may return to their 
homes and never again have to fight for a foreign 
nation." 

Officer^Hm^ advised that both of the above-mentioned 
speakers are considered by the police at Comerio to be sympathizers 
of the NPFR. 
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On October 22, 1952, the San Juan newspaper, ”E1 Imparcial, ’■ 
carried an article reflecting that in a public statement, Dr. 
GILBERTO CONCEPCION DE GRACIA declared, "I sincerely endorse 
the suggestion which the President of the Statehood Farty, MIGUEL 
A. GARCiA MENDEZ, made to Governor MUNOZ KARIN that a memorial 
be sent to the ^resident of the United States, urging the recall 
of Puerto Rican troops from the battlefields of Korea,” The 
article says that the PIP President made this statement in comment- 
ing on a suggestion of GARCIA MENDEZ which had been published in 
”E1 Imparcial” on October 21, 1952. A portion of the statement 
of Dr. CONCEFCION quoted in this article is translated as follows: 

” In my capacity as President of the Independence 
Farty. I would be ready to join with GARCIA MENDEZ 
and MUNOZ MAH IN in signing such a memorial to 
President TRUMAN. The Independence Party believes 
that the Puerto Rican soldiers ought to be immedi- 
ately evacuated from the battlefields of Korea. 

This is our position, and it is one of the princi- 
pal points of our platform. The Puerto Rican 
soldiers are fighting, shedding their blood, giving 
their lives for the liberty of other peoples, 
while their own land continues to possess a coloni- 
al status.” 

The article adds that Dr. CONCEPCION pointed out that Puerto 
Rican soldiers are carried off to war without the Puerto Rican 
people having been consulted in the matter. 

An article appearing in '-'El Imparcial” on October 29, 1952 reports 
remarks made at a TIP campaign rally at Arecibo, Puerto Rico, on 
October 26, 1952 by ISRAEL LUGO LOPEZ, a Sergeant in the armed 
forces of the United States. Some of Sergeant LOPEZ’S remarks 
as quoted by the newspaper article are translated as follows: 

”1 have just returned from Korea. I have witnessed 
the slaughter of which we Puerto Ricans were vic- 
tims under the command of Colonel CORDERO, and we 
Puerto Ricans are suffering the burden of serving 
as cannon fodder at the posts where the fighting 
is heaviest. But that would not matter if we 
Puerto Ricans received treatment equal to that 
received by those whom we here call ’continental 
citizens’ ... .On the journey from Korea to Japan, 
we were two days without food despite our protests 
against such treatment. An officer asked me 
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where I was from. I said: 'Puerto Rico. 1 He 
remarked: ’What the devil is Fuerto Rico and 
where is it?* I felt the shame one feels when 
that which one loves most is abused and I 
answered: 'Puerto Rico is a colony of the United 
States.'" 


The article states that Military Policemen started to arrest 
Sergeant LUGO while he was speaking on the platform but were 
prevented by FRANCISCO M. 5US0NI (who is now a PIP Senator in 
the Insular Legislature) who reminded them that the tribune is 
privileged. The article states that when Sergeant LUGO left the 
platform, he was arrested by the Military Police, while members 
of the Puerto Rico Police Department held back the citizens who 
had surrounded the military jeep and who were uttering threats 
arrl protests at the arrest of Sergeant LUGO. 

In November, 1952, T-,, a source of known reMab^^t\^made avail 
able a letter which had been received by^H^ fr who 
has suffered bereavement as a result of the use orFuertottican 
troops in Korea. This letter is translated as follows: 


of his son in Korea, we explained to him why ' 
his son was taken away to meet such a fate. 

In a few words, we said the following: 

’"Due to the fact that Fuerto Rico has 
neither voice nor vote in the Congress of the 
United States, our sons are sent off to Korea 
without the proper training and in a number 
which is greater than that from any other state 
in the Union. We emphasize the fact that Dr.- 
ANTONIO F’CRNCS IS CRN, Resident Commissioner, 
offered 100,000 Puerto Ricans to fight in Korea, 


"New York, N.Y., 
October 21, 1952 





Puerto Rico 


"Dear Sir: 


hi* 
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Did Mr. FERNOS discuss the matter with the fathers 
of the Island? Does F5RN0S have any sons. Nol 
If he had any, he would not offer them. Did the 
son of Governor MUNOZ MR IN go to war in Korea? 

No! What did Mr. ANTONIO NIRO SOJO, President 
of the Police Commission, do when they called his 
son to go into the Army? This man made a great 
commotion and took the case to court. He can do 
it, but not you, not I, nor can the great majority 
of us. He is a millionaire.* 

"The preceding should convince you that 
the government of luerto Rico cannot and does not 
defend the rights of our sons, and consequently, 
they must go to their deaths. This same govern- 
ment believes that since the relatives of soldiers 
receive a government allowance, it is not neces- 
sary to find work for the laborers. Therefore, 
they waste the public funds, and when they want 
more, they impose scientific taxations. 

■ tT All this can be stopped by removing 
the government in power and turning over the 
reins to someone new who sees to it that our 
boys do not go off to vrar and instills honesty 
in the government. THE INDEPENDENCE PARTY OF 
PUT.'TO RICO is the only party able to do this, 
for it is not at the service of the corporations. 
On giving your vote to the FIF on November 4, 
you will find satisfaction in having helped to 
avert the evils imposed upon us by the colony. 

"I also want to extend my condolence 
to you for the loss of your son , and I ask you 
to give serious attention to what I am telling 
you. I have never expected anything from politics, 
for I already have a good job, but I feel that 
I must look out for the welfare of my native land, 
no matter how far away I may be. 

"I am at your service, and I hope you 
will forgive my boldness in writing to you - . 

"Very respectfully, 

/s/ 51 LUIS QUINONES 

1536 Lexington Avenue 
New York 29, N.Y." 
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2 . The PIP and the Case of 

Fuerto Rican Soldiers Accused 
of Misconduct in Korea 


In its issue for January 27, 1953, the San Juan newspaper "El 
Imparcial" carried an article stating that the PIP legislators had 
introduced a resolution asking that a joint committee composed of 
members of both houses of the Puerto Rican Legislative Assembly be 
set up to investigate the treatment of Puerto Rican soldiers in 
Korea, and the case of the $7 soldiers accused of misconduct before 
the enemy* 

The full text of this resolution is translated from the newspaper 
article as follows: 

"WHEREAS, information published in the daily press 
of the United States and Puerto Rico, and news coming 
from the battle front in Korea reveal that during 
the month of September 1952, several hundred Puerto 
Rican soldiers of the 65 th Infantry Regiment were 
sacrificed as suicide troops with the intention of 
taking Kelly Hill, in the face of superior enemy 
forces ; 

trT HEREAS, it has been revealed that during the month 
of October, 1952, the military command ordered 
Fuerto Rican troops to attempt to take another hill, 
in the face of superior enemy forces so situated 
strategically that the first units would be rapidly 
decimated, thus awakening in the remainder a feel- 
ing of protest at the reckless endeavor- and the 
useless sacrifice of human lives; which culminated 
in the refusal of some soldiers to be sacrificed 
in a suicide manuever; 

"WHEREAS, it is alleged that this sacrifice, 
carried out without the measures necessary to 
protect the lives of the men thrown into the 
assault, created a situation of natural discontent 
and indignation among the soldiers of the 65 th 
Infantry Regiment; 

nT ' 7 HEREAS, the third Infantry Division of the United 
States has revealed that on account of this inci- 
dent eighty-seven (# 7 ) soldiers and an officer of 


(A 
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of the 65 th Infantry Regiment have been judged by 
Court Martial, with sentences of six months to ten 
(10) years imprisonment at hard labor being imposed 
upon them; 

"WHEREAS, it is alleged that the Puerto Rican 
troops in KOREA have been victims of unjust, abusive 
and discriminatory practices, such as: (1) that of 

sending them to the battle front without the pro- 
longed training that North American troops are 
accustomed to receive; (2) that of being used in 
combat service when they are sick or in a state of _ 
convalescence; (3) that of keeping them at the 
front, without relief, longer than is specified 
by military regulations; (4) that of assigning to 
them the most dangerous missions, and a larger 
number of combat missions than are assigned to 
other units, with the result that the Puerto Rican 
casualties are proportionally greater than are those 
of the forty-eight (43) states of the American Union; 

tiT:7 HEREAS , the people of Fuerto Rico and this Legis- 
lative Assembly are interested in knowing the true 
situation of the Fuerto Rican soldiers in Korea; 

"THEREFORE, the Senate with the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives agrees: 

(1) - to appoint a Legislative Committee to 
investigate everything concerning the situation of 
Puerto Rican troops stationed in Korea, to secure 
the facts and reports from competent authorities, 
and to communicate to the Legislative Assembly of 
Puerto Rico its conclusions with pertinent recom- 
mendations; 

(2) - on this committee, adequate representa- 
tion will be given to the minority parties; 

(3) - the expenses and expenditures of this 
committee in the performance of this commission 
will be paid from whatever funds are available to 
the Senate and the House of Representatives of 
Puerto Rico." 

In its issue for January }0 t 1953, the San Juan newspaper 'El 

Imparcial 1 ’ carried an article setting forth the remarks made by 
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the PIP President, GILBERTO CONCEPCION DE QRACIA, in which he 
declared. th4t the Puerto Rican Governor LUIS MUNOZ 'MARIN was 
^responsible for the case of the Puerto Rie-hn soldiers in Korea. 
According to the article, Dr'. CC NCEPC ION. ’accused MWOZ of being 
responsible for a "most inhuman crime which has been committed 
in Korea, against Puerto Rican soldiersjand alleged that Puerto 
Rican soldiers. continue being thrown into the most dangerous 
efforts of the Korean conflict. Some ..of - the remarks of Dr. 
CONCEPCION as set forth in this article are translated as follows: 

* • ’’The problem raised by the sad situation in which 
our ' compatriots are crught iri Korea, as has been 
revealed by the Press, has served to make manifest, 
once again, the unlimited servility and the incred-. 
ible negligence of our government in that which 
pertains to the fortunes of our valorous soldiers 
who there suffer the horrors of war, .According to 
public reports, letters from Korea have been 
received in Puerto Rico since last November advis- 
ing of the court martial procedures to which our 
boys were being submitted for alleged improper 
conduct in the discharge of their combat duties. 

According to the above mentioned reports, these 
letters came to the knowledge, not of unknown 
private individuals, but to. that of prominent 
persons of high position in the official life of 
the country, such as Colonel LOPEZ DUPREY of the 
National Guard and Colonel ALBERTO ARRILLAGA, the 
military aide of the Governor of Puerto Rico. 

"It is obvious that the Governor must have been 
informed by those persons . But furthermore,, and 
to place the matter beyond all doubt, it is the 
Governor himself, who in the ’’ress of Wednesday, 

January 2 $, publicly advised that more than two 
months previously he had received . letters directly" 
from our compatriots stationed in Korea, which . ■ 

informed him of the court martial trials impend- 
ing against some of our soldiers stationed there. 

That is to say, when the trials had not yet beeifc 
held, when the intervention of the Governor would 
have been more opportune and effective on behalf 
of these soldiers fallen into misfortune, nothing 
was donei Everything was kept quiet, and while 
that drama developed in Korea, all those in the 
higher spheres of government here were very busy 
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preparing sumptuous parties for the inauguration 
of the Governor 1 s new term and were sending invi- 
tations left and right to the officials of various 
neighboring lands for them to attend, expenses 
paid by the Government of Puerto Rico. Thus passed 
the days, the weeks, and the months, until, finally, 
unexpectedly, the news burst from the press like 
a bomb. And then there came here a hurry scurry 
to simulate an interest ‘in the matter and an 
assiduousness which had not existed before. None 
of this will suffice, at this point, to conceal 
the unheard of inattention and the criminal negli- 
gence of the executive branch of our government 
and especially the Governor of Puerto Rico, in 
regard to this matter. 

"The Governor of the brand new Commonwealth did 
not dare to raise, opportunely, even the most 
timid voice of protest in defense of our soldiers. 

It is clear that the authorities of our associa- 
tion in the so called free and voluntary pact are 
unable to make any urgent requests. They have to 
permit the 65 th Infantry to continue being the 
scapegoat of the fight in Korea, the group which 
has suffered, proportionally, more casualties 
than have all the other troops stationed there 
by the North mericans themselves or by other 
members of the United Nations. They have to 
continue agreeing for (Puerto Ricans) to go to 
fight wars on foreign soil and that if we are 
there (on foreign soil) it is voluntarily - 
just as our pact with the United States is - 
according to them, free and voluntary. These 
are the facts. Let the people of Puerto Rico 
who suffer deeply from the pain and misery of 
the situation of our soldiers in Korea make the 
judgment. We abide by their verdict. Against 
our soldiers, we repeat, a most inhuman crime 
has been committed and they have been made victims 
of a most cruel and incredible negligence. For 
all this the Governor of Fuerto Rico is responsible." 

In its issue for April 6, 195 3i the San Juan newspaper Si El Mundo 1 ' 
carried an article indicating that Dr. GILBERTO CONCEPCION DE 
GRACIA, the President of the FIP, left New York City for ’Washington 
D.C, on / pril 5, 1952. According to the article, Dr. CONCEPCION 

- 53 - 




*Z ' 






SJ 100-4014 

said that he was going to Washington to talk with officials of the 
Board of Review of the United States Army in regard to the case 
of the Puerto Rican soldiers sentenced in Korea, who had entrusted 
their defense to him. 

On April 14, 1953, the San Juan newspaper "El Mundo" carried a press 
dispatch datelined April 13, 1953 at New York City, indicating that 
the PIP President, Dr. CONCEPCION DE GRACIA had given an interview 
to the press at New York City on that date. 

This press dispatch reflects that Dr, CGNCEFCION arrived in New 
York City from Puerto Rico on April 2, 1953, and that after two 
days of activity at the United Nations, he left New York City on 
April 5, 1953, for Washington, D. C. where he worked until April 10, 
1953, studying the cases of 23 of the 94 Puerto Ricans who were 
sentenced by court martial in Korea. According to the press dis- 
patch, Dr. CONCEPCION made his study through the assistance of the 
Pentagon Office of the Military Defense Counsel which the Army has 
afforded the accused soldiers. 

Dr. C0NCEFCI0N said that in addition to studying the proceedings 
in the cases of the 23 soldiers, he also prepared writs of errors 
and conferred with Colonel STANLEY W. JONES and Lt. Colonel E. R. 

? INNICK who are in charge of the defense. 

The following portion of Dr. CCNCSFCION’s statement to the United 
Press is translated from the Spanish as follows: 

" .After having studied the records of the cases and 
after having examined the proceedings of the pre- 
liminary investigation carried out, I have no doubt 
of the innocence of the accused and I ara confident 
that the sentences will be revoked as a result of 
the .appeal. . Colonel M IF NICK invited me to join in 
the defense of all the cases and I accepted. I 
solicited and obtained an extension of the writs 
of errors , K 

In its issue for ‘pril 15, 1953, the San Juan newspaper ,! E1 Kundo” 
carried an article reflecting that on April 14, 1953, Dr. CONCEPCION 
DE GRACIA returned to Puerto Rico and appeared before the Insular 
Senate to make a brief report of his efforts in connection with the 
defense of the 94 Puerto Rican soldiers who had been convicted by 
court martial. During the speech Dr. CONCEPCION declared that he 
was invited by the appeal defense of the Army to participate in the 
preparation of the defense and in the review of the proceedings of 
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the cases. He added that he studied the necessary items in the 
cases of 39 of the Fuerto Rican soldiers and that he was called 
upon for suggestions which were accepted and incorporated into 
the petition which was prepared pointing out errors in the court 
martial proceedings against this group of p uerto Ricans. 

The article reflects that in an interview with "El Mundo," Dr. 
CONCEPCION stated that the review of the cases of these 39 Puerto 
Ricans would take place before a Military Board of Review (#7) 
perhaps in June or July. Senator CONCEPCION DE GRACIA spent five 
days at- the Pentagon in Washington studying the proceedings in the 
case of 23 soldiers who had entrusted their defense to him and was 
invited by the Appeals Division to extend his studies to the cases 
of sixteen other Fuerto Ricans who were convicted with the 23 for 
the same offenses which occurred on the night of November 3 to 4, 
195?. 

Senator CONCEPCION DE GRACIA stated that on April 10, 1953 1 he 
attended the review of the case of Lieutenant JUAN Ev GUZMAN and 
that at all times he made known that the people of Fuerto Rico 
had an enormous interest in seeing that justice was done to our 
compatriots and that the Senate of Puerto Rico had also expressed 
a great deal of interest in their fortunes. Dr. CONCEPCION attended 
this review at the invitation of Colonel STANLEY JONES, Chief 
of the ..ippeals Division of the Army. At the end of the review, 
the President of the Board of Review, Colonel CHESTER SILVER, spoke 
to Senator CONCEPCION DE GRACIA asking him if he desired to make 
some remark about the case. Dr. CONCEPCION thanked him for his 
deference since he did not have a right to appear as a lawyer for 
Lieutenant GUZMAN, and stated that the defense had made an adequate 
presentation of the case. 

The "El Kundo 1 ' article reflects that Dr, CONCEPCION, while in 
Washington, was given a tour of the Military Courts Division under 
the guidance of Lieutenant HERMAN F. GOEBELS, a military lawyer 
in the Division of Anpeals . The PIF leader stated that the Chief 
of the Division, Colonel JONES, told him that he would give him 
every opportunity and facility necessary for conducting interviews 
in the various camps with the 39 Fuerto Ricans whose defense he 
assumed. Dr. CONCEPCION stated that he intends to make these inter- 
views sometime prior to presenting the cases before the Military 
Board of Review -7* He stated that working with him on these cases 
was Lieutenant J. B. AXELteAN , military lawyer of the defense. Dr. 
CONCEPCION said that AX.ELMAN with his assistance prepared the 
writs of errors in the cases of a group of the 39 Fuerto Ricans. . 
mentioned above and that he had obtained additional time to prepare 
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and present an addition of errors. According to. the Ti Sl Mundo” 
article, the first writs of errors submitted carried the signature 
of a lawyer of the Army Division of Appeals and of Dr. CONCEPCION 
DE GRACIA as the Civilian Defense Lawyer. The PIP Senator stated 
that he was very satisfied with the facilities given him and the 
cooperation offered him and the manner j.n which he was attended 
during his stay at the Pentagon at Washington, D.C. 

In his column, ”Lo Que Yo Se ,! (What I Know} which appeared in the 
San Juan newspaper >! E1 Imparcial'’ on June 19, 1953, the political 
commentator TEOFILO MALDONADO reported that the PIP Fresident had 
submitted a supplementary writ of errors in the case of 23 Puerto 
Rican soldiers who were convicted of misconduct in Korea. The 
errors alleged by Dr. CONCEPCION are quoted in detail by MALDONADO. 
They are briefed asfollows: 

(1) Insufficient evidence to demonstrate disobedience or 
desertion; 

(2) and (3) Failure to hold an adequate preliminary review 

and to inform the accused of their right to have a 
civilian lawyer; 

(4) Failure to inform the accused of their right to have 
enlisted men serving on the court martial; 

(5) Failure to provide the accused with adequate legal 
defense ; 

(6) and (7) Failure to give adequate consideration to the 
fact that the aecused are unfamiliar with the English 
language ; 

(#) Unequal punishments (ranging from six months to eighteen 
years imprisonment) imposed for the same offense. 

E. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY 

1 . The Oath of Office 

On November 8 . 1952, the San Juan newspaper ’El Imparcial” carried 
an article written by an ‘'Imparcial” editor, JACOBC CORDOVA CHIRINO, 
reflecting that on the previous evening the FIP candidates elect 
to the Insular Legislature discussed plans for the forthcoming 
session of the legislature, Mr. CORDOVA writes that the PIF 
legislators planned to use, in taking their oath of office, the 
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exact words that JOSE DE DIEGO, who in 1917 was the leader of the 
movement for Puerto Rican independence, had used in taking the 
oath of office when he was seated in the Puerto Rican Legislature 
in 1917. Mr. CORDOVA explained that JOSE DE DIEGO was a firm 
supporter of Puerto Rican independence, and that in 1917 when the 
Jone3 Act (Organic Act of Puerto Rico) went into effect, DE DIEGO 
had so expressed himself in taking his oath of office as to main- 
tain his integrity as an independentist » Mr. CORDOVA pointed out 
that five of the new PIP legislators had previously been members 
of the Fuerto Rican Legislature; namely: RAFAEL ARJONA SIACA, 

EUGENIO FONT SUAREZ, BALTAZAR QUINONES ELIAS, JOSE LUIS FELIU 
PESQUERA , and WILLIAM CORDOVA CHIRINO. The article further points 
out that these individuals were formerly legislators for the Popular 
Democratic Party and states that they left that party because they 
found it incompatible to be both an independentist and a Popular 
Party leader. 

The San Juan newspaper "El Kundo u in its issue for January 13, 1953# 
devoted much space to the opening of the Insular Legislature on 
January 12, 1953. The newspaper indicated that PIP members elected 
to the Insular Legislature took their oaths of office just as did 
the legislators elected by the other parties. According to "El 
Mundo," the only unusual incident that occurred took place in the 
House of Representatives where the PIP representative JOSE LUIS 
FELIU FESQUERA, after taking his oath of office, said in a loud 
voice: "and lonp: live the independence of Puerto Rico and long 

live Christ the King." (y que viva la independencia de Puerto Rico 
v que viva Cristo Rey. ) The newspaper explains that in addition 
to being a strong independentist, FELIU is a fervent Catholic 
Christian. According to "El Mundo," the gallery responded to FSLIU T £ 
declaration with some applause but with a considerable amount of 
booing and hissing. The PIP representative RAFAEL ARJONA SIACA 
rose to protest this action by the galleries and the provisional 
President of the House of Representatives asked the public to re- 
frain from making such demonstrations. 

Elsewhere in this issue of ^1 r undo" appeared an article entitled, 
"PIP Legislators Explain Why They Took the Oath of Office." This 
article explains that after the PIP legislators took their oath of 
office, Dr. GILBERTO CONCEPCION DE GRACIA in the Senate and BALTAZAR 
QUINONES ELIAS in the House read out identical statements to the 
effect that the oath of office taken by the PIF legislators in no 
way signifies renunciation of the ideal of independence or modifi- 
cation of FIF opposition to the constitution of the Commonwealth 
of Fuerto Rico. The text of this statement is translated from 
the Spanish as follows: 
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"We have taken an oath of office before this Body, as 
prescribed in Section 16 of Article VI of the Organic 
Statute of Puerto Rico now in force. The statute is 
almost identical with that required of legislators 
under the terms of Article 10 of the old Organic Law 
of D uerto Rico which was known as the Jones Law. 

Since this is a loyalty oath, just as the oaths which 
at times are utilized by governments as ’statements 
of tyranny’ according to the words of that eminent 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
the Honorable HUGO L. BLACK, we believe it is our 
duty to place on record the significance and the 
scope of our action. 

"In view of the oaths which we have taken, we accept 
as a legal reality the unjust regime now established 
in Puerto Rico. Within that mentioned regime., we 
will struggle for the consummation of our political 
objectives, utilizing the procedures of democracy. 

"We have taken the oath of office without any sort 
of reservation since the taking of this oath does 
not signify renunciation of our ideological posi- 
tion nor the slightest modification of our opposi- 
tion to Law #600 of the Congress of the United States, 
’to th$ misnamed constitution and to the military 
system which now rules in our Fatherland*’ 

"The taking of the oath of office has been in accord- 
ance with the programatic position of our party. 

The Independence Party of Puerto Rico is an anti- 
colonial perty which struggles tio liquidate the colo- 
nial government and to substitute for it an equitable 
regime founded upon the sovereignty of our people. 

In' its struggle, our party utilizes to combat and 
liquidate the colonial regime all workable instru- 
ments which that regime places in its hands, 

"We who received at the polls the mandate of the 
independence public to represent it in the legis- 
lative house, reiterate our oath to combat the 
colonial system with all our strength, within the 
framework which we have previously pointed out; and 
we reaffirm our unquenchable determination not to 
rest until we are successful in replacing it with 
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a legal order of liberty based upon the possession 
and enjoyment of sovereignty by the People of 
Puerto Rico." 

f 

2. Resolution Calling for the 
Independence of Puerto Rico 

According to articles appearing in the San Juan newspapers "El 
Mundo" and "El Imparcial" on January 13, 1953, the PIP legislators 
presented identical resolutions in the Senate and in the House of 
Representatives on January 12, 1953, calling upon the Congress of 
the United States to recognize immediately the independence of 
Puerto Rico. All of the PIP Senators signed the Senate copy and 
all of the PIP Representatives signed the House copy. According 
to the newspaper articles, the FTP resolution was declared out of 
order and the PIP legislators were permitted to read only the title 
of the resolution and to present it officially to the Secretary of 
each house. According to the "El Mundo" article, considerable 
applause was heard from the galleries when Dr, CONCEPCION DE GRACIA 
presented this resolution to the Senate. The title of this resolu- 
tion and text are translated from the Spanish as follows: 

Title: "To Repudiate the Colonial Status Which Prevails in Puerto 
Rico and to Demand of the Congress of the United States 
Immediate Recognition of the National Independence of Puerto 
Rico, and Their Other Possessions," 

Text: WHEREAS, from the year 1S9& up to the present, the 

government of the United States has maintained in 
Puerto Rico a colonial type of political regime, 
contrary to the rights of the people of p uerto Rico 
to rule their own destiny, and detrimental to the 
natural and progressive economy and culture, and in 
virtue of which the Congress of the United States 
exercises omnipotent power over Puerto Rican life; 

"WHEREAS, the promulgation of the Organic Statute 
of the so-called Commonwealth of Puerto Rico has 
retained in Puerto Rico the colonial system, with 
all its artibrariness, injustices and intervention 
by the government of the United States in our com- 
munity affairs ; 

"WHEREAS, the people of Puerto Rico repudiate the 
colonial system and in fact all forms of government ’ 
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which do not derive from the exercise of their own 
sovereignty, aspiring as they do to constitute them- 
selves into a free, independent and sovereign people, 
on terms of friendship with the United States and 
the other democratic countries of the world, 

’’THEREFORE, the legislative assembly of Puerto Rico 
RESOLVES : 

"Article 1 - To demand of the Congress of the United 
States by means of this present petition, the imme- 
diate termination of the colonial system prevalent 
in Puerto Rico and the recognition of the National 
independence df the Puerto Rican people . 

"Article 2 - To take steps to insure that the inde- 
pendence of Puerto Rico will be established under 
such agreements and readjustments as will facilitate 
the speedy transition from the present colonial 
economy into an economy of our free people. 

"Article 3 - To designate a permanent legislative 
commission with the powers necessary to negotiate, 
with the government and with the people of the United 
States, the consummation of this resolution. 

"Article 4 - To send a certified copy of this resolu- 
tion to the President and Congress of the United 
States. 

"Article 5 - r 11 laws and resolutions opposed to the 
present resolution are rescinded by it. 

"Article 6 - This resolution being of an urgent and 
necessary character, begins to operate immediately 
upon approval." 

3. Resolution Opposing 
Military Service 

The San Juan newspaper "El Mundo" in its issue for January 14, 1953 
carried an article reflecting that on January 13, 1953, the PIP 
legislators had presented a joint resolution asking that Puerto 
Ricans be exempted from compulsory military service and that all 
Puerto Rican soldiers now fighting in Korea be returned to Puerto 
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Rico with the exception of those who should freely and voluntarily 
express a desire to remain in Korea. 

Among the provisions of this PIP resolution were several para- 
graphs impugning the moral right of the United States to conscript 
Puerto Ricans into the Army of the United States. These paragraphs 
are translated as follows: 

"It is a fundamental principle of democracies that 
laws should emanate from the will of the people which 
they govern, freely expressed by their legislative 
representatives in the legislative body which enacts 
them. From this fundamental principle necessarily 
arises a corollary which denies the legal right of 
laws to govern peoples who do not possess the right 
of participation in the election of the legislative 
bodies, 

"The imposition upon the Puerto Rican people of the 
duty of respecting and obeying under threat of 
severe punitive sanction federal laws approved by 
the Congress of the United States, in the election 
of whose members the people of Puerto Rico possess 
no effective participation whatsoever, constitutes 
an open violation of those principles which are 
deemed to be essential in the political organization 
of all generally democratic peoples. 

’•Compulsory military service in time of war or in 
periods of peace occupies a prominent place among 
the laws, compulsory obedience to which is imposed 
upon the Puerto Rican people by the government of 
the United States in the election of which the 
people of Puerto Rico do not participate directly 
or indirectly. 

"This forced tribute of blood corresponds in essen- 
tial aspect with the postulates of justice upon 
which the American revolution was based and which 
are con substantial with the people of the United 
States. 

’Considered in the light of fact, the ’taxation with- 
out representation' imposed by England upon the 
peoples of her original thirteen colonies which 
began their liberating revolution in order to free 
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themselves of it — was not even remotely so onerous 
and cruel as the conscription without representa- 
tion which the United States of America imposes 
upon the Puerto Rican people . The former was merely 
a financial tribute while the latter is a requisi- 
tion of life.” 

4. Debate Concerning the 
Legislative Function of the PIP 

The San Juan newspaper "El Mundo" on February 4, 1953 printed the 
text of a debate which had occurred in the Insular House of Repre- 
sentatives on January 30, 195 3 > between ARCILIO ALVARADO, the floor 
leader of the majority party, and BALTAZAR QUINONES, the floor 
leader of the PIP. According to the article, ALVARADO declared 
that the parliamentary majority should not lose time considering 
the proposals of the minorities. Among other things, he is quoted 
as stating: "I do not believe that it would be useful to waste 

the time of this body discussing the program of the minority parties. 
I do believe that it will be useful to present the program of the 
majority party to the floor, so as to hear such objections and 
suggestions as the minorities may have concerning them...." 

In answering these remarks, QUINONES pointed out that ALVARADO* s 
contention would deny the legislative function of the minority. 
QUINONES contended that the legislators of the minority have the 
right and the duty n to legislate, to defend their program, to try 
to harmonize the contradictory provisions of one program with 
those of another, and to try to carry its program as far forward 
as possible.... 1 '' 

5. Proposal for Chauffeur Organization 

In its issue for January 23, 1953, the San Juan newspaper "El 
Imparcial" reported that the PIP Senators had introduced a bill 
which would authorize the organization of chauffeurs into a quasi- 
goyernmental General Association of Chauffeurs in Fuerto Rico 
(Asociacion General de Choferes de Puerto Rico). The PIP measure 
provides that at the invitation of the Chairman of the Public 
Service Commission of Fuerto Rico, a municipal assembly of chauffeurs 
shall be held in each municipality on September 6, 1953 for the pur- 
pose of electing delegates to a general assembly which will be con- 
vened for the purpose of determining, through secret ballot, 
whether the chauffeurs desire to be organized through the establish- 
ment of the General Association of Chauffeurs of Puerto Rico. 
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The FIP measure provides that if the vote should be favorable, the 
Secretary of State of Puerto Rico will be so notified, and the 
organization will be formally constituted into a legal entity with 
legal authority. The FIP bill provides that it will be the duty of 
the General Association of Chauffeurs of Puerto Rico to cooperate 
in the enforcement of traffic laws so as to reduce accidents; to 
defend the rights of its members; and to promote their economic, 
professional, and cultural betterment. 

Articles in the San Juan press during March 1953 reflect that on 
March 15, 1953 > the Puerto Rico Chauffeurs Union (Syndicato de 
Transporte de Puerto Rico) voted to call an island -wide transporta- 
tion strike for March 19, 1953 Tor a period of ten days unless the 
above-mentioned PIP legislative proposal was passed. The strike 
began on the morning of March 19, 1953 and was terminated in the 
afternoon of March 20, 1953. 

The San Juan newspaper ”E 1 MundoV in its issue for March 19, 1953 > 
carried an article concerning the PIP viewpoint with regard to a 
decision by the Insular Legislature to take no action concerning 
the PIP bill proposing chauffeur organization, so long as the 
chauffeurs of Puerto Rico should remain on strike. The newspaper 
article reflects that the members of the majority party, the Popular 
Democratic Party, were joined by the legislators of the Statehood 
Party in support of a resolution declaring that, "The welfare and 
the benefit of the people must be our supreme law. Part of this 
welfare and part of this benefit of the people is the preservation 
of democratic principles. The Legislature will never act under pres- 
sure.” The article relates that in commenting on this legislation 
the PIF leader in the House of Representatives, BALTAZAR QUINONES 
ELIAS, stated that the purpose of the legislature is to legislate 
and that it is the duty of the legislators to legislate on the basis 
of the merits of a measure and not upon the basis of the acts of 
persons who are outside of the legislative branch. QUINONES added 
that the mission of the Legislative Assembly is not to investigate 
whether or not there is coercion or menance of strike, but to con- 
sider measures and to approve those which are good and to reject 
those which are bad. QUINONES recalled that the organization of 
the chauffeurs was once a part of the program of the Popular Demo- 
cratic Party ard that on two occasions the Popular Party legislature 
had approved the project only to have it vetoed upon both occasions 
by the Governor. QUINONES stated that he had discussed the strike 
and the duties of the Legislature with several leaders of the chauf- 
feurs and had told them that their petition stating that the Legis- 
lature must act within 72 hours ought to be revoked. 
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The San Juan newspaper "El Mundo" on March 25, 1953 carried an article 
stating that the Insular Senate on March 24, 1953 had rejected a PIP 
motion to present to the floor of the Senate for discussion Senate 
Bill #95, which is a PIP proposal calling for the organization of 
public chauffeurs. The article states that this is the fourth time 
that such a motion by the PIP has been defeated. According to the 
article, Senate Bill #95 has been in the hands of the Labor Committee 
of the Senate since January 23 , 1953, the date upon which it was 
presented by the PIP. Senator GILBERTO CONCEFCION DE GRACIA of the 
PIP in presenting his motion that the bill be brought to the floor 
for duscussion, took notice of the fact that the bill had been in 
the hands of the Labor Committee for two months without any explana- 
tion having been given-by the Labor Committee for its failure to con- 
sider the bill and to send it to the floor of the Senate. 

During March 1953, T-2, of known reliability, reported having learned 
that during the chauffeurs 1 strike of March 19-20, 1953, CLAUDIO 
FLORES (described by T-2 as secretary of the PIP Committee for 
Arecibo, Puerto Rico, and as secretary of the Arecibo local of the • 
Chauffeurs Union), told a group of chauffeurs that the PIP proposal, 
elevating chauffeurs to a professional status, must sooner or later 
be passed at any cost. According to T-2, FLORES advised the drivers 
that the public must not learn of the "political angle" involved but 
must believe that betterment of the drivers’ working conditions is 
the only goal of the law providing for chauffeur organization. The 
informant explained that by "political angle" FLORES meant the use 
of the chauffeurs union to achieve PIP political objectives. T-2 
said that the headquarters of the Arecibo PIP committee was open at 
all times during the strike and that many conferences were held there 
between striking chauffeurs. T-2 said that the PIP paid for the 
gasoline used by the strikers and that the strikers were fed at the 
"Bar Riondo," a cafe owned by FRANCISCO CARDONA , a PIP leader of 
Arecibo. T-2 expressed the opinion that the PIF plans to use control 
of the chauffeurs union as a persuasive lever in dealing with the 
Legislature of Puerto Rico and with the Popular Democratic Party* 

T-2 expressed the opinion that the PIP is prepared to condone and 
even to encourage violence on the part of this union in order to . 
achieve its political goals. T-2 explained that Cj-AUDIO FLORES had 
stated that "There will be another strike, better organized, with 
men who are not afraid to commit violence." T-2 quoted FLORES as 
stating that next time private automobiles will be stopped and nothing 
will move. 

Later in March 1953, T-2 reported having learned that FUNDADOR 
RODRIGUEZ VIRUET (who was a candidate of the PIP for the 'Legislature 
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of Puerto Rico in November 1952) in referring to the chauffeurs' 
strike, commented that it was the first attempt on the part of the 
PIP to display its power and that more attempts will follow. 

6. Reaction to the 

Governor's Message . . 

In its issue for March 11, 1953 » the San Juan newspaper "El Irapdrcial" 
carried an editorial concerning the message of the Governor of Puerto 
Rico to the Insular Legislature. The editorial quotes the Governor 
as having stated that, "The minorities desire to offer the loyalty 
which we all owe to the essential unity of the country, indispensable 

to democracy; it is partly because of this loyalty. .. .that the 

Constitutional Convention desired the presence of minorities in 
these Houses." The editorial states that the Governor's words sounded 
very well, but that the actual fact has been that the Governor has 
ignored the minorities and has followed the policy of considering 
that legal opposition is an element foreign to government. 

The March 11, 1953 issue of "El Imparcial" also carried an article 
setting forth an address which Senator GILBERTO CONCEFCION DE GRACIA 
of the PIP had delivered in the Insular Senate on March 9» 1953 con- 
cerning the Governor’s message to the Legislature, In his speech, 
as reported in "El Imparcial," Senator CONCEPCION attacked the 
Governor's message as incorrect and misleading. He also attacked the 
failure of the Governor to present the problem of the political 
6tatus of Puerto Rico before the legislative houses for consideration.'- 

The San Juan newspaper "El Mundo" in its issue of M§rch 11, 1953 
carried an article setting forth remarks which the PIP leader in 
the House of Representatives, BALTA2AR QUINONES ELIAS, had made con- 
cerning- the Governor's message to the Legislature. According to the 
article, QUINONES expressed his appreciation for the recognition 
which the Governor had made of the minorities, and stated that 
although the Governor’s message did not present a clear objective, 
it was a better message that had been previous messages which were 
simply political propaganda. He stated that in some respects this 
message represented a return to the program which the Popular Demo- 
cratic Party had had in 1940 when he, QUINONES, had been active in 
that party. 

7. PIP Memorial Directed to the 

Agricultural Committee of the 

U. S, House of Representatives 
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An article appearing in the San Juan newspaper "El Impartial" on 
April 9» 1953» reflects that a memorial signed by all of the legis- 
lators of the PIP was presented to visiting members of the Agricul- 
tural Committee of the U. S. House of Representatives on the 
afternoon of April &, 1953 » following a joint session of the Insular 
Legislature held in honor of that visit. According to the article, 
this PIP memorial urged the necessity of settling the political 
status of Puerto Rico by recognition of Puerto Rican independence 
under such financial and commercial agreements and adjustments as 
would be adequate to secure a self-sufficient economy to the island. 
The following excerpts from this PIP memorial are translated as 
follows: 


"What we need is democracy, authentic democracy, a 
Government of the people, by and for the Puerto 
Rican people , on terms of friendship and cooperation 
with the United States and the rest of the democratic 
world,. 

"Since the year 1&9&, Fuerto Rico has been a terri- 
torial possession of the United States, subject as 
such to the complete authority of Congress, under 
Article IV, Section II, paragraph 2 of the Federal 
Constitution. This situation of supreme control 
over Puerto Rico has not been changed in the least 
by the approval of the so-called constitution of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

"In effect, the Congress has full power to annul or 
revoke at any moment the so-called constitution, and 
all the laws approved by the Legislative Assembly of 
Puerto Rico. Fuerto Rico does not enjoy a single 
attribute of sovereignty. Its political condition 
today is of the same colonial nature as the system 
imposed on the Island in 1#9£* 

"Puerto Rico has been, and despite the so-called 
constitution, continues to be under the custom 
laws of the United States, which han established 
a monopoly market in the island for the benefit of 
North American manufacturers, to the exclusion of 
all other commerce, thus obliging the Puerto Ricans 
to make all their importations from the market of 
the United States, at high prices without any com- 
petition whatsoever. The Island also continues to 

- 71 - 





These documents are part of the project "The FBI Files on Puerto Ricans" and are available free of charge at http://www.pr-secretfiles.net/. 




SJ 100-4014 

be subject to the cabotage laws of the United States, 
which compel it to use for all its commerce, ships 
of North American Registry, with very high freight 
costs. Since almost all of the foodstuffs are- 
imported from the United States at high prices, and 
since the freight costs must be added to their prices, 
the cost of living in the Island is necessarily high 
and beyond the reach of its poor population." 

According to the article, a copy of the political platform of the 
PIP was set forth in the memorial, together with information that 
in the election of 194#, the PIP obtained 66,000 votes, while in 
the election of 1952, it received 126,000 votes* 

S. Other Legislative 
Activity of the PIP 

In its issue for February IS, 1953, the San Juan newspaper "El 
Imparcial" carried an article reflecting that the PIP legislators 
had presented a joint resolution on February 17, 1953 in the House 
and Senate of Fuerto Rico asking that the Congress of the United 
States withdraw Puerto Rico from the jurisdiction of the Taft-Hartley 
law. 

The San Juan newspaper "El Mundo” in its issue for April 17, 1953, 
carried an article stating that the PIP minority in the Insular 
House of Representatives had presented two bills which would give 
representation to minority parties in the municipal assemblies and 
in the Board of Commissioners of the capital city. According to 
the PIP bills, proportional representation would be given to those 
political parties receiving more than ten per cent of the local vote. 

An article appearing in the San Juan newspaper n El Mundo" on 
April 23, 1953 stated that on April 22, 1953 the floor leaders of 
the PIP in the Senate of Puerto Rico and in the House of Representa- 
tives of Puerto Rico presented similar petitions asking that 23 PIP 
bills and joint resolutions be brought to the floor of the Legisla- 
ture for discussion. The PIP legislators complained that up to the 
present time none of the numerous projects of law and joint resolu- 
tions submitted by the PIP minority had been reported out of the 
legislative committees. In addition to the measures mentioned in 
previous paragraphs, the measures to which the PIP leaders called • 
attention included administrative laws concerning public employees, 
laws related to the insular tax system, bills calling for specific 
public construction activity, and bills granting property titles 
to persons who occupy certain types of government owned land. 


- 72 - 


r se documents are part of the project "The FBI Files on Puerto Ricans" and are available free of charge at http://www.pr-secretfiles.net/. 




SJ 100-4014 

Other bills listed by the PIP leaders included a bill extending 
the right of suffrage to all persons eighteen years of age or more, 
a bill prohibiting the imposition of political quotas upon govern- 
ment employees and a bill prohibiting banks and private corpora- 
tions from making political contributions. 

An article appearing in the San Juan newspaper "El Mundo" on May 2, 
1953 reflects that the PIP minority offered great opposition to a 
majority party measure presented in the Senate of Puerto Rico 
authorizing the Government of the United States to rent land in 
Puerto Rico for naval, military, and other public purposes. The 
PIP legislators declared that the Government of Puerto Rico ought 
to try to recover some of the land which is already in the hands 
of the Federal Government, and specifically referred to lands in 
Barrio Borinquen of Aguadilla and in the Island of Vieques. The 
PIP legislators declared that much of the land now held by the 
Federal Government in those areas is not presently used for any 
useful military purpose and that the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Government over those lands had created great problems for hundreds 
of poor families. 

The San Juan newspaper n El Mundo" in its issue for May 5, 1953 > 
carried an article reflecting that on May 4, 1953 the Senate of 
Puerto Rico approved a PIP bill creating a legislative commission 
to investigate the problems confronting the people of Vieques 
Island as a result of the fact that the greater part of that island 
is occupied by the Armed Forces of the United States and by a 
government corporation. The article indicated that this is the 
first measure proposed by the FIP to be approved by the Legislature 
of Puerto Rico. 

The San Juan newspaper i5 El Mundo" on May 7, 1953 > carried articles 
stating that the Senate of Puerto Rico had approved a PIP sponsored 
measure prohibiting any bank or corporation from making contribu- 
tions or payments in connection with political conventions, pri- 
maries, or general elections. The article indicated that this was 
the second PIP sponsored measure to be approved by the parliamentary 
legislature. 

An article appearing in the San Juan newspaper "El Imparcial" on 
June 11, 1953 reflects that four PIP legislative proposals made • 
during the recently adjourned session of the Insular Legislature, 
had been declared by the Legislature, prior to adjournment, to be 
preferential matters that would be considered at the beginning of 
the next regular session of the Legislative Assembly beginning in 
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January 1954* These four measures are the following: 

Senate Bill #7# prohibiting the imposition of political 
quotas upon public employees; 

Senate Bill -^231 providing for minority representation on 
the Board of Commissioners of the capital city; 

Joint Resolution of the Senate /-2 demanding repatriation 
of Puerto Rican troops from Korea; 

Joint Resolution of the Senate jf'3 amending the Constitution 
so as to confer the right of suffrage upon persons eighteen years 
of age or older. 

Numerous articles appearing in the San Juan press during the 
session of the Insular Legislature from January to June of 1953 
reflect that the PIP legislators frequently opposed measures 
sponsored by the parliamentary majority. The newspaper articles 
reflect that the PIP legislators particularly opposed bills having 
to do with the expenditure of public funds. Among other things, 
the FIF legislators voted against measures to grant deficiency 
appropriations, against measures to grant funds to the Industrial 
Development Administration of Puerto Rico, against a project 
authorizing the Government Transport Office to acquire equipment 
and to construct garages and warehouses, against measures granting 
funds to the Washington Industrial Office of the Resident Commis- 
sioner of Puerto Rico, against the general budget of Puerto Rico, 
and against a bill which authorized the use of public funds to pay 
the expenses of government functionaries and foreigners invited to 
visit Fuerto Rico in their official capacity. 
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II. LEADERSHIP OF THE PIP 


A . ORGANI ZATION OF_TIE^ PIP 

Information set forth in this section was received from T-3, of 
known reliability, from T-4, of unknown reliability, who is in 
a position to know the organizational structure of the PIP, and 
from review of newspaper articles appearing in the San Juan press 
during the past year. 

1 • Municipal Committees 

Municipal Committees of the PIP are organized in each of the muni- 
cipalities into which Puerto Rico is divided. Each of these com- 
mittees has a President and such other officers as the size of 
the municipality may require. These committees are responsible 
for maintaining up to date rosters of the PIP voters in their res- 
pective municipalities and for carrying on the organizational 
activities of the PIP at a local level. These committees have 
the responsibility of carrying on a program of orientation and 
propaganda aimed at securing new members for the PIP. The Muni- 
cipal Committees are the basic units of PIP organization and have 
supervisory responsibility over any committees which may be or- 
ganized in the various barrios into which the municipalities are 
divided. At the last large assembly of the PIP in November of 
1952, the Municipal Committees were charged with the responsibility 
of organizing committees in the rural barrios. The Municipal Com- 
mittees sent delegates to the General Assembly of the PIP. 

2 . General Assembly o f the PIP 

The General Assembly of the PIP, theoretically consists of the 
entire Party membership, but the official delegates of the various 
Municipal Committees actually transact the important business of 
the Assembly. The General Assembly meets once every four years, 
but a special General Assembly can be convoked at any time by 
the Party leadership. The General Assembly is the basic policy- 
making body of the PIP, but in actual practice, the policy-making 
decisions are usually made by the Board of Directors of the PIP. 
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3. The Bo a rd o f Dir ectors of the PIP 

The governing body of the PIP is a Board of Directors consisting 
of slightly more than one hundred individuals. According to an 
article appearing in the San Juan newspaper "El Mundo" on July 29, 
1952, there were at that time 108 persons on the Board of Direc- 
tors of the PIP, The Board of Directors was formed at the 
Organizing Assembly of the PIP in 1945, and it id- directly res- 
ponsible to the General Assembly of the PIP. It meets quarterly 
and can be convoked for special meetings by the leaders of the 
Party. Each senatorial district of Puerto Rico is represented 
on the Board of Directors by eight individuals elected at District 
Assemblies, and there are, in addition, members-at-large, includ- 
ing all of the PIP members elected tt> the Insular Legislature. 

The officers of the Board & Directors are elected by the General 
Assembly of the PIP and serve also as the officers of the Execu- 
tive Committee and of the Party itself. 

4. Exe cuti ve Council of the P IP 

An Executive Council directs the routine activities of the Party 
and meets frequently at the headquarters of the PIP located in 
the Bdificio Algodonera, an office building in Santurce, Puerto 
Rico. 

The Executive Council consists of: 

President - GILBERT 0 CONCEPCION DE GRACIA 
Vice President - BALTAZAR QUINONES ELIAS 
Secretary General - JOSE LUIS FELIU PESOUERA 
Treasurer - HECTOR RAMOS MIMOSO 

and thirty members who are integrated into the following permanent 
committees: 

Committee on Electoral Matters 
Chairman - EUGENIO FONT SUAREZ 
Committee on Political Organization 
Chairman - GA3RIEE VICENTE MAURA 
Committee on Legislation 

Chairman - MARCOS A. RAMIREZ 
Committee on Financial Matters 

Chairman - FRANCISCO MANIUQUE CABRERA 
Committee on Propaganda 

Chairman - WILLIAM CORDOVA CHIRINO 
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Also serving on the Executive Committee of the PIP is VICENTE 
GF.IGEL POLANCO who has been given the title: Legal Counselor 

of the PIP. 

B. TH E LEGI SLATORS O F TH E PIP 

As a result of the elections of November, 1952, the PIP is repre- 
sented in the Legislature of Puerto Rico by the following indivi- 
duals: 


GILBERTO CONCEPCION DE GRACIA 
FRANCISCO M. SUSONI, JR. 
EUGENIO FONT SUAREZ 
WILLIAM CORDOVA CEIRIHO 
RAFAEL BETANCOURT 

Representatives At ..Large 

BALTAZAR QUINONES ELIAS 
JOSE LUIS FELIU PESQUERA 
HECTOR RAMOS MIMOSO 
RAFAEL ARJONA SIACA 
MARCOS A. RAMIREZ 
LUIS ARCHILLA LAUGIER 
ISABELINO MARZAN 
SANTIAGO PINEIRO 
EVARISTO CARRASQUILLO 
JESUS RODRIQUEZ BENITEZ 


It is noted that articles appearing in the San Juan newspaper, 

"El Imparcial," on November 24 and 27, 1952, reflect that 
FRANCISCO M. SUSONI, JR., listed above as a PIP member, who is 
now a Senator in the Insular Legislature, was the lawyer defending 
an NPPR member then on trial at the Arecibo Superior Court, Arecibo, 
Puerto Rico. This Nationalist, MANUEL MENA DE JESUS, was con- 
victed by the Arecibo District Court of having committed first 
degree murder and assault to commit murder during the Nationalist 
uprising of October 30, 1950. 


sted that on September 29, 


_ September 25, 1952, he and 


Senators, At _Lar ge 


*1 



Arecibo Zone, Puerto Rico 
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f had been didrussing politics with FRANCISCO M. SUSONI, JR. Captain 
related that SUSONI had stated, "’Je are not geing to kill Puerto 
.70 Ricans, out if k illin g has to be done, we will knew where we have 
to go." Captain dt could offer no explanation of SUSONI* s worde, 

I except chat in hie opinion it indicated that SUSOWI might possibly 
l "’‘ support violence against United States authorities in Puerto Rico. 

It is noted that SvARISTO CARRASQUILLO, who is listed above as a- 
PIP member, now a Representative in the Puerto Rican Legislature, 
was identified by the Puerto Rico Police Department and by T-5, of 
known reliability, as having been present at the NFPR coramemorativs 
activities held in celebration of the birthday of JOSE DE DIEGO at 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, on April 16, 1952. T-5 reported that 

EVARISTO CARRA3QUI170 was a Secretary of the Municipal Committee 
of the PIP for Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico. The informant related 
that it was not unusual for members of the PIP to participate at 
times with the NPPR in celebration of a Memorial Day, such as 
DE DIEGO Day. (DE DIEGO was a pro -Independence leader in Puerto 
Rico whose birthday is a public holiday in Puerto Rico.) 



It is noted that LUIS ARCHILLA LAUGIER, who is listed above as 
PIP member, now a Representative in the Puerto Rican Legislature* 
was identified on March 10 , 1953 by Special Insular Prosecuting 
Attorney JOSE C. APONTE as the defense lawyer of an NFPR member 
who had been arrested in January. 1953, and charged with assault 
with intent to kill and with violation of the Insular Firearms Lav* 
These charges arose out of an incide 
1953 # during which this Nationalist, 
exchanged shots with two members of 
•sent in the Tlaza of Naranjito, Puerto Rico. 

C. PIP OFFICERS IN THE UNITED STATES 



An article appearing in the San Juan newspaper, "El Nundo," on 
December 10, 1952, reflects that during CONCEPCION DE GRACIA* s trip 
he presided over a special assembly of the PIP committee for New 
York City, at which the following persons were elected officers: 
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LORENZO PINERO RIVERA 
WILLIAM RODRIGUEZ C ARRAS QUILLO 
LUIS QUINONES' 

JOSE ROURA 
JOSE A. GONZALEZ 
ARTURO JIMENEZ - 
l-LARIO CANEVARO 
JULIO VIVSS 
ENRIQUE FONSECA 
Miss R A QUEL DIAZ 
Miss NORMA DEL VALLE 
EMILIO PAGAN GARCIA 
ARMENGOL IQLESIAS 
JULIO RODRIGUEZ 
JUAN H. CORDERO 

The San Juan newspaper, "El Mundo," on December 17, 1952, carried 
an article reflecting that during CONCEPCION DE GRACIA'S trip, 
he presided on December 14, 1952, at a PIP meeting at Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, at which there was organized a Bridgeport committee 
of the Independence Party of Puerto Rico. According to the 
article, the following persons were elected members of this com- 
mittee: 


President 
Vice-President 
Second Vice-President 
Treasurer 

Assistant Treasurer 
Auditor 

Secretary of Activities 
Secretary of Information 
Secretary General 
Vocales (Board Members) 


President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer General 
Secretary of Activities 


ISMAEL RIVERA 
ROBERTO DIAZ 
ANGEL DIAZ 
GREGORIO DIAZ 
GLORIA RIVAS 


Assistant Secretary of Activities AKIBAL SOTOMAYOR 


Secretary General 
Auditor 


* ; EBI®5T3 RIVERA 
VICTOR MARTINEZ 


Corresponding Secretary 
Activity Director 
Vocales (Board Directors) 


ENRIQUE GONZALEZ 
DANIEL RESTO 
PEDRO JUAN RAMOS 
EUGENIA RIVERA 
VICENTE VELEZ 
ALBERTO HIDALGO 


RICHARD FELIU 
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D . MUNIC IPAL COMMIT TEES OF T HE PIP. REORGANIZED DU RING .THE PAST YEAR 

An article appearing in the July 7, 1952 issue of "El Imparcial," 
datelined at Aguada, Puerto Rico, by J. VTLLARUBIA SANTIAGO as 
correspondent, reflects that at a meeting directed by BALTAZAR 
QUINONES ELIAS, Vice-President of the PIP. the Aguada Committee 
of the PIP had been constituted to consist of the following per- 
sons: 


EVANGELISTA GONZALEZ' 
JULIO PEREZ JIMENEZ 
LUIS OLIVARES . 

JOSE TORRES MUNIZ 
C3LESTJ.ro KORET 
ANDRES CAREERO 
BLANCA NILSA MORET 
CARMEN OSORIO ARROYO 
VICTORIA TORRES CRESPO 
RITA SOTO 

PRIMITIVO A. ACEVEDO 
JOSE GONZALEZ ORAMA 
MARCIAL GONZALEZ OTERO 
NELSON RIVERA 
JULIO VADI 

CELESTINO RUIZ JIMENEZ 
FRANCISCO AGUDO ROSA 
VICTOR -GARCIA 
OTILIO GONZALEZ MEJIA 
FRANCISCO ROMAN 
JORGE CRESPO LOPEZ 


The San Juan newspaper ? "El Kundo," in its issue of December 22, 
1952, contained an article stating that the Municipal Committee 
of the PIP in Fajardo, Puerto Rico, had been reorganized at an 
assembly presided over by FERNANDO MILAN. JR. , and GILB3RT0 R. 
GONZALEZ. The article listed the following as the new officers 
of. the Municipal Board of the PIP for Fajardo, Puerto Rico: 


President 


JULIO E. COWREWEIL 
JOSE VAZQUEZ 

CELESTINO VELILLA MERCADO 
JOSE SILVA 


Vice-President 


Treasurer 

Secretary 


- 80 - 


These documents are part of the project "The FBI Files on Puerto Ricans" and are available free of charge at http://www.pr-secretfiles.net/. 


SJ 100-4014 




Vocales (Voting Members) DOMINGO MOTTA OSORIO 

JOHN HUGGINS 
LUIS JIMENEZ 
MARCELINO RIVERA 
' FRANCISCO MERCADO 

FELIPE GONZALEZ 
LEX ADI 0 DIAZ 
LUIS MARTINEZ 
TOMAS SANTIAGO 
ENRIQUE MALDONADO 
Mrs. CARMEN M. BETANCOURT 

The San Juan newspaper, "El Mundo," on November 25, 1952, carried 
an article datelined San German, Puerto Rico. 

This article related that the Independentists of San German had 
held a meeting at which YAMIL GALIB FRANGIE who recently announced 
his entrance into the PIP, delivered an orientation speech. 

At the conclusion of this speech, the following were elected as ‘;-j 

the PIP committee for the municipality of San German: 


MANUEL CAMACHO RAMIREZ ' <?■&, 

RAFAEL PABON SALAZAR " 

SALVADOR SAEZ CORALES -.ciUl 

RAUL ORTIZ LUGO " vv 

JOSE H. CINTRON 
JOSE RODRIGUEZ 
EVANGELISTA MENDEZ 
ORLANDO ESTRONZA 
RAFAEL QUINONES RIVERA 
LUIS A. GARCIA 
DOMINGO RIVERA COLLADO 
ALBERTO VAZQUEZ CASTANER 
ENRIQUE PAGAN TOMEI 
DOMINGO SANTIAGO TORRES 
YAMIL GALIB FRANGIE 

The February 12, 1953 issue of the San Juan newspaper, "El Imparcial," 
carried an article stating that the Arecibo, Puerto Rico Municipal 
Committee of the PIP had been reorganized at an assembly presided 
over by the Rio Piedras PIP leader, GABRIEL VICENTE MAURA. Accord- 
ing to the article, the following were elected as the officers 
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President 
Vice President 
Secretary 

Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer 

Assistant Treasurer 
Vocales (Voting Members) 


Marshal 
Couns elor 


rrrrr 
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RAFAEL CONCEPCION 
GUADALUPE RODRIGUEZ 
FELIX RODRIGUEZ 
JOSSFINA PEREZ DE CABRERA 
FRANCISCO VIRUET CANDELARIA 
RAFAEL ROHAN 
FRANCISCO MENA 
‘LUIS M. DENIS 
BRAULIO GONZALEZ 
Dr. A. ROSA OUI NONES 
FRANCISCO CARDONA 
AMPARO RAMIREZ DE AGUADILLA 
MIGUEL CABALLERO 
LUIS VELEZ RIVERA 
FAUST 0 ARESTI 
JESUS REYES VEGA 
SEBASTIAN CORTES 

III. ELECT O RAL STRENGTH OF THE PIP 

A . THE GENERAL ELECTION OF . ..NQVEIffiER 4^ .19.52 

The Insular Elections held on November 4, 1952, revealed the PIP 
to be the second largest political party in Puerto Rico. An 
article appearing in the San Juan nev/spaper "El Mundo," on 
November 10, 1952, set forth the following figures as the preliminary 
tally of votes cast for the four registered Puerto Rican political 
parties : 


Popular Democratic Party 428,272 

Independence Party of 124,691 

Puerto Rico 

Statehood Party of Puerto Rico 85,023 
Socialist Party 21,903 


The incumbent Popular Democratic Party (hereinafter referred to 
as the PDP) won everyone of the municipalities into which Puerto 
Rico is divided, receiving in each municipality, more than 50 per 
cent of the total vote cast for all parties. Although the PDP 
made a substantial gain over the total of 392,286 votes which it 
received in 1948, that Party, according to the ,T S1 Mundo" article, 
lost votes in the following seventeen municipalities: 


of the Arecibo Committee: 

President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Sergeant at Arms 
Vocales (Voting 
Members) 
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Aguadilla, Barceloneta, Cabo Rojo, dales, Coamo, Guayama, 
Guayanilla, Juana Diaz, Lajas, Manati, Maricao, Penuelas, Ponce II, 
Rincon, Salinas, Villalba, Yauco. 


The PIP almost doubled its 1948 vote of 65,351, while the State- 
hood Party of Puerto Rico (hereinafter referred to as the PSP) 
received approximately the same vote as in 1948, when it received 
89,441 votes. The Socialist Party, which received 34.39-5 votes 
in 1948, failed to receive 5 per cent of the total vote cast for 
Governor, and thus, according to Insular law, has ceased to exist 
as a registered political party, and the "El Mundo" article goes 
on to state it will have to obtain petitions and re-register if 
it wishes to participate in future Insular elections. 

Vote tallies for the various municipalities of Puerto Rico and 
for election districts where municipalities are sub-divided for 
election purposes, were published in "El Mundo" on November 5* 
1952, and in "El Imparcial," on November 6, 1952. The following 
table sets forth the percentage of the total vote cast in each 
municipality or district, received by the PDP and by the PIP. In 
those municipalities or districts where another party received a 
substantial percentage of the total vote, these percentages are 
also shown. The percentages are correct to one decimal point. 


Municipality 
(or election 


district) 

j PDP 

% PIP 

% PEP 

i Soc 

Ad juntas 

63.7 

9.1 

25.6 


Aguada 

73.6 

20.1 



Aguadilla 

52.6 

21.7 

25.3 


Aguas Buenas 

53.9 

14.4 

21.5 


Aibonito 

74.5 

r 4 . 2 

20.7 


Anas co 

64.5 

7.2 

15.8 

12.5 

Arccibo 

65.4 

17A 


15.8 

Arroyo 

64.5 

28.0 



Bare el one ta 

66.8 

8.1 


21.5 

Barranquitas 

84.9 

13.6 



Bayamon 

62.5 

22.8 

13.8 


Cabo Rojo 

61.4 

25.5 

11.8 


Caguas 

65.1 

24.5 



Camuy 

66.1 

19.7 



Carolina 

71.6 

22.5 



Catano 

51.9 

21.5 

25.1 
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Municipality 
(or election 




district) 

% PDP 

% PIP 

% PEP 

%_ Socj 

Cayey 

69.4 

14.6 

11.8 

- 

Ceiba 

74.3 

14.4 


10/1- 

Ciales 

69.4 

7.6 

21.4 

Cidra 

68.6 

26.9 


Coamo 

57.4 

2.0 

37.8 


Comerio 

86.& 

10*1 


Corozal 

64.2 

16.1 

18.4 


Culebra 

73.0 

11.2 

13.6 


Dorado 

74.1 

15.1 

9.6 


Fajardo 

57.7 

36.9 



Guanica 

65.4 

22.3 

11.2 


Guayama 

76.6 

17.1 



Guayanilla 

67.1 

14.5 

17.2 


Guayuabo 

53.9 

13.2 

30.9 


Gurabo 

74.2 

15.7 

6.2 

Hatillo 

69.1 

18.9 

6.9 

Hormigueros 

63.9 

17.2 

17.0 


Humacao 

79.9 

14.2 


Isabela 

61.5 

14.2 

23.7 


Jayuya 

69.3 

17.7 

9.6 


Juana Diaz 

64.2 

7.5 

23.7 


Juncos 

64.9 

13.2 

20.3 

Lajas 

73.1 

4.6 

21.0 

Lares 

66.6 

24.4 

6. 6 


Las Marias 

80.6 

13.1 



Las Piedras 

69. 6 

8.9 


17.6 

Loiza 

63.9 

31.1 


Luquillo 

83.9 

13.6 



Manati 

68.4 

14.0 

14.1 


Maricao 

73.6 

17.6 

8.3 


Maunabo 

75.1 

20.5 



Mayaguez 

61.3 

17.4 

20.8 


Moca 

70.3 

24.5 



Morovis 

66.1 

6.5 

20.6 


Naguabo 

71.2 

20.6 



Naranjito 

74.7 

12.1 

12.1 • 


Orocovis 

61.4 

1.7 

36.5 


Patillas 

70.1 

26.5 


Penuelas 

58.6 

4.9 

35.6 


Ponce I 

54.2 

10.3 

34.9 





4 .} 
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Municipality 
(or election 


district) 

% _PDP 

i PIP 

£ PEP 

%' Socialist 

Ponce II 

64.3 

8.1 

26.3 


Quebradillas 

59.1 

35.6 



Rincon 

69.2 

7.8 

22.0 


Rio Grande 

67.6 

25.3 



Rio Piedras I 

56.5 

34.3 

8.5 


Rio Piedras II 

5o.6 

30.2 

12.0 


Sabana Grande 

77.8 

5.8 

15.1 


Salinas 

74.4 

8.8 

(Progressive Party of 




Salinas 

19.6JS) 

San German 

70.1 

7.8 

21.4 


San Juan 

57.4 

23.7 

17.7 


Santurce, Zone 

I 49.9 

36.6 

12.2 


Santurce, Zone 

II 53.2 

25.2 

20.3 ■ 


Santurce, 

53.2 

31.3 

13-7 


Zone III 




Santurce, Zone 

IV 54.8 

36.1 

7.4 


San Lorenzo 

51.2 

7.0 

17.0 

24.8 

San Sebastian 

63.2 

31.5 



Santa Isabel 

76.6 

11,1 

11.1 


Toa Alta 

76.9 

11.7 

11.3 


Toa Baja 

68.2 

15.5 

15.4 


Trujillo Alto 

65.7 

33.0 



Utuado 

67.9 

22.4 

6.0 


Vega Alta 

72.4 

15.9 


8.8 

Vega Baja 

74.3 

16.8 


6.9 

Vieques 

70.1 

20.7 


7.1 

Villalba 

71.8 

2.7 

25.1 


Yabucoa 

80.3 

14.2 



Yauco 

66.7 

18.8 

12.5 



It will be noted from the table set forth above that -the PIP 
received more than 30 per cent of the vote in the following muni- 
cipalities: 

Fajardo^ Loiza, Quebradillas, Rio Piedras, Santurce, San Sebastian, 
and Trujillo Alto. It is further noted that the vote tallies upon 
which the percentages set forth above were based had not been 
checked by the Insular Election Board. 

On December 3, 1952, the San Juan newspaper "El Hundo". carried 
an article stating that the Insular Election Board had completed 
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its check of the votes cast in Puerto Rico on November 4, 1952, 
and had certified the following as the official results: 


Popular Democratic Party ------- 429,064 

(Partido Popular Democratico) 

Independence Party of Puerto Rico- - - 125,734 
(Partido Independentista Puertorriqueno) 
Statehood Party of Puerto Rico - - - - 85,172 

(Partido Estadista Puertorriqueno) 

Socialist Party ----------- 21,655 

(Partido Socialista) 

Progressive Party of Salinas 1,201 

(Partido Progresista Salinense) 

Borinquen Party ----------- 493 

(Partido Boricua) 

Peoples Party ------------ 383 

(Partido del Pueblo) 

Federal Party of Puerto Rico ----- 341 

(Partido Federal Puertorriqueno) 


The last four parties listed were registered in only a few of the 
municipalities of the Island. 

By Senatorial District, the final vote count, certified tjy the 
Insular Election Board, was as follows, for the major political 
parties: 


Senatoria l District 


PDP PIP PEP 


PS 


I - San Juan 

II - Bayamon 

III - Arecibo 

IV - Aguadilla 

V - Mayaguez 

VI - Ponce 

VII - Guayama 

VIII - Humacao 


49,284 
50,664 
57 784 
53,351 
53 087 
47,588 
66,764 
56,542 


29,342 

17,548 

12,844 

17,215 

12,419 

6,240 

15,360 

14,766 


11,122 
11 467 
5,949 
10,309 
15,162 
21,818 
6 487 
2 858 


1,131 

1,041 

7,677 

1,971 

800 

720 

1,361 

6^954 


The Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico provided for 
representation of the minority parties in the Insular Legislature 
in the amount of nine Senators and seventeen Representatives to 
be divided among the minority parties in accordance with the num- 
ber of votes cast for the gubernatorial candidate of those parties. 
The Legislators declared elected under this Constitutional provi- 
sion are, first, the Legislative Candidates-at-Large, starting 
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with the candidate who received the largest number of votes. If 
a minority party is entitled to more representation than the 
number of its Legislative Candidates-at-Large, the Constitution 
provides that these will be the candidates from those districts 
where the minority party concerned received the highest percentage 
of the total district vote. 

Aside from the minority representation authorized . by the Constitu- 
tion, the Insular House of Representatives consists of forty 
members, representing the forty legislative districts of the 
Island, and eleven representatives elected at large. An article 
appearing in "El Kundo " on November 6, 1952, reflects that the 
popular Democratic Party elected all of its forty candidates for 
district representatives as well as seven candidates at large. 

The other four candidates directly elected by popular vote as 
representatives at large are: 


The article reflected that a third PIP candidate at large, RAFAEL 
ARJONA SIACA, received almost as many votes as the second PEP 
representative, Mr. FIGUEROA. 

In addition to these four representatives directly elected by the 
minority parties, those parties under the Constitution are entitled 
to thirteen additional representatives so as to raise the minority 
representation to a total of seventeen. According to articles 
appearing in "El Mundo," during November, 1952. the Insular Elec- 
tion Board allocated seven of these representatives to the PIP 
and four to the PEP, while two were not allocated, pending a 
decision as to whether or not the Socialist Party was entitled 
to legislative representation. 

An article appearing in "El Mundo" on November 20, 1952, reflects 
that the Insular Election Board had declared that the seven 


PIP 


BALTAZAR QUINONES ELIAS 
JOSE L. FELIU PESQUERA 


PEP 


LUIS A. FERRE 

LEOPOLD 0 FIGUEROA CARRERAS 


% 
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representatives allocated to the PIP were the following: 

RAFAEL ARJONA SIACA (Candidate-at-Large) 

HECTOR RAMOS MIMOSO (Candidate-at-Large) 

LUIS ARCKILLA LAUGIER (Candidate-at-Large) 

MARCOS A. RAMIREZ (Candidate-at-Large) 

ISABELINO MARZAN (Candidate-at-Large) 

SANTIAGO PINERO (Candidate for District IV. 

Zone IV, of Santurce, Puerto Rico) 
EVARISTO CARRAS QUILL 0 (Candidate for District V, 

Rio Piedras I, consisting of 
Hato Rey, Puerto Nuevo, and 
Caparra Heights) 

(Later it was decided that another PIP representative should be 
declared elected, JESUS RODRIGUEZ BENITEZ, the candidate for 
District II, which is composed of Zones I, and II of Santurce, 
Puerto Rico.) 

Insular law provides' for the election of two Senators from each 
of the eight senatorial districts of the Island and for the elec- 
tion of eleven Senar,ors-at-Large. The Popular Democratic Party 
elected all sixteen of its district candidates for senator and 
also seven candidates for Senator-at-Large. 

An article appearing in "El Mundo" on November 6, 1952, reflects 
that the following minority party candidates for Senator-at-Large 
were elected by direct vote on November 4, 1952: 

PIP 


GILBERT 0 CONCEPCION DE GRACIA 
FRANCISCO M. SUSONI, JR. 

EUGENIO FONT SUAREZ 

PSP 

MIGUEL A. GARCIA MENDEZ 

Since the Constitution provides for a total minority representa- 
tion of nine Senators, five senatorial candidates remained to be 
declared elected. Upon the basis of votes received, two of the'se 
were allocated to the PIP and two to the PEP, while one seat was 
not allocated, pending decision as to whether or not the Socialist 
Party was entitled to representation in the Legislature. A 
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The two PIP Senators declared elected under this provision are: 

WILLIAM CORDOVA CEIRINO (Candidate-at-Large) 

RAFAEL BETANCOURT (Candidate for District I, 

San Juan) 

It is noted that according to the above-mentioned article, appear- 
ing in "El Mundo" on November 20, 1952, the Insular Flection Board 
decided the election of BETANCOURT over GABRIEL VICENTE MAURA by 
allocating mixed votes - 34 to BETANCOURT and 28 to VICENTE. 

BETANCOURT and VICENTE had received identical numbers (29, 3^2) 
of straight-ticket PIP votes. 

The San Juan newspaper, "El Mundo , " in its issue for January 12, 

1953, carried an article reflecting that on January 11, 1953, the 
Insular Board of Elections had certified the election of the 
fourteen minority party candidates elected by indirect vote in 
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of the Common- 
wealth of Puerto Rico. The article indicates that the Board voted 
unanimously in favor of certifying the Election of eleven of these 
candidates, but that the vote was three to two in the case of 
three candidates. The article indicates that the Popular Democratic 
Party member, SAMUEL R. QUINONES, and the Socialist Fhrty member, 
ANTONIO REYES DELGADO, voted against the certification of those 
three candidates on the grounds that those legislative seats should 
have been given to candidates of the now legally defunct Socialist 
Party. According to the article, the majority of the Board; the 
Chairman, Mr. WILLIAM M. AMY ; the Independence Party member, 

EUGENIO FONT SUAREZ, and the Statehood Party member, Dr. LE0P0LD0 
FIGUEROA, voted to certify the election of two disputed PEP candidates 
and one disputed PIP candidate, in accordance with a ruling handed 
down by the Insular Department of Justice sustaining the conten- 
tion that no legislative seats should be assigned to the legally 
defunct Socialist Party. 

The article stated that the composition of the Insular Legislature 
taking office on January 12, 1953, would be as follows: 

Senate: 32 member; 23 of the PDP; 5 of the PIP; and 4 of the PEP. 

House: 64 members; 47 of the PDP; 10 of the PIP; and 7 of the PEP. 

Those whose certification was disputed are: Senator ANTONIA DABASSA 

and Representative ANGEL A. LOYOLA of the PEP, as well as Repre- 
sentative JESUS RODRIGUEZ BENITEZ of the PIP. 
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According to the article, the PIP members of the legislative 
houses are: 

Senators: GILBERT 0 CONCEPCION DE GRACIA, EUGENIO FONT SUAREZ, 

FRANC ISC 0 H. SUSONI, JR., WILLIAM CORDOVA CI'IRITO and 
RAFAEL BETANCOURT' 

Representatives: BALTAZAR. QUINONES ELIAS, JOSE LUIS FELIU PESQUERA, 

RAFAEL ARJONA SIACA, LUIS ARCHILLA LAUGIER, 

HECTOR RAl'iOS HIM OS 0, MARCOS A. RAMIREZ, ISABELINO 
MARZAL, JESUS RODRIGUEZ BENITEZ, SANTIAGO PINEIRO, 
and EVARISTO C ARMS QUILL 0 

All of the above FIP legislators are Legislators-at-Large, although 
some of them ran as candidates for one of the Districts into which 
Puerto Rico is divided, 

B. CO MMENTS BY PAR TY LEAD ERS 

The San Juan newspaper, "El Mundo," in its issue for November 7, 

1952, carried a lengthy public statement by Dr, C-ILBERTO CONCEPCION 
DE GRACIA concerning the results of the general election of 
November 4, 1952. In his statement, the PIP President declared 
that the PIP had come out of the election as the second party in 
Puerto Rico and as an important and powerful force of criticism 
in the public life of Puerto Rico, The PIP President declared 
that the results of the general election makes the PIP "a sure 
winner" in the election of 1956, 

The PIP President stated that it had been very difficult for the 
PIP to mobilize its electorate because of lack of money, automobiles, 
and other physical assets. He stated that he believed about 50,000 
PIP voters could not participate in the election of November 4, 

1952, because of transportation difficulties and because of lack 
of knowledge of the voting proceedure. He stated that in addition 
to these 5,000 voters, ,r V/e have to count the more than 100,000 
voters who could not register, due to the plotting of the Popular 
Party President and Colonial Governor of Puerto Rico, LUIS MUNOZ 
MARIN." (Here the XhdcyoBlcfivsD Party President refers to the fact 
that voting registration in Puerto Rico is carried out infrequently, 
the last registration having taken place on a day in March of 1952,; 

The PIP President further alleged that there were many thousands 
of PIP voters absent from the Island for economic reasons and that 
many PIP voters serving in the armed forces of the United States 
had also been unable to vote in the general election. He stated 
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that according to his analysis, "The effective force of the PIP 
includes about 300,000 voters." 

In his statement* the PIP President alleged that the leaders of 
the majority party, the Popular Democratic Party, had expected to 
have more than 500,000 votes cast in its favor and that a leader 
of the Statehood Party had declared that that Party would receive 
200,000 votes. The PIP President stated that he respected the 
members of the Statehood Party as persons believing in the sovereign- 
ty of Puerto Rico, and suggested that the Statehood Party members 
ought to join with the PIP. The PIP President also called upon 
the approximately 20,000 Socialist voters who, he said, "threw 
away their vote in yesterday's elections" to join the PIP as the 
Party having the most advanced social and economic program in 
the history of Puerto Rico. 

The PIP President ended his public statement in the following way 
(translated from the Spanish): 

"Yesterday's elections point to our great party as sure winner 
in the elections of 1956 and as a powerful force of opposition and 
influence in the next four years ... If we could do so much from 
1948 to 1952 with only 65,000 voters and without legislative 
representation, imagine what we can do in the four years to come 
with double that number of votes and with fifteen legislators. 

We are a party in a state of dynamic grow. No one can detain 
the march of this definite movement toward victory. Responding 
to the call that reaches me from all over Puerto Rico, from thou- 
sands of messages in my possession, I have the very definite honor 
of declaring the campaign of 1956 formally and officially open. 

I have scheduled a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Party for tomorrow, Friday (November 7, 1952)* I have also called 
a meeting of the Board of Directors for next Sunday (November 9, 
1952). In these meetings we will consider our future plan of 
campaign . . • Expressing once more my deepest devotion. I say 
to everyone, today as yesterday, and always, 'Onward to the fight 
and to the victoryi'" 

In an article which appeared in "El Mundo," a San Juan newspaper, 
on November 15, 1952, CARLOS ROMAN BENITEZ, the Director of the 
Popular Democratic Party's daily news broadcast, and a successful 
senatorial oandidatfc .of that Party, declared that the separatist 
ideal of the PIP had suffered a great defeat in the election of 
1952. Mr. BENITEZ pointed out that the Popular Democratic Party 
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had received the largest number of votes ever cast for any 
political party in Puerto Rico and that the Popular Democratic 
Party had established the precedent of being the first and only 
political party in the history of Puerto Rico to win all of the 
municipalities and the representative and senatorial districts 
of the island in a single election. Among other things, Hr, 
BENITEZ stated: 

"All the leaders of the separatist ideal united in the most 
Intense and vigorous campaign that we have ever seen in Puerto 
Rico . . . The leaders of the PIP united with the Nationlists and 
with the Communists, they united with 'El Imparcial' which also 
backs the separatist ideal, and moreover, those citizens who are 
against the present government party of Puerto Rico . . » because 
it has obliged them to comply with their obligations as members 
of the society in which they live, also gave the PIP their strong 
financial support and their votes. 

"All this is to say that a considerable part of the 125,000 voters 
of the PIP did not vote for that party because they support the 
separatist ideal. Thousands . . . thought that in voting with 
the PIP they would have greater opportunity . . . for effectively 
satisfying their rancor against the present government party. 

Many thousands of those 125,000 who voted with the PIP, a 
separatist party, would have voted just the same for the State- 
hood Party of Puerto Rico, an annexationist party, if they had 
believed that the Statehood Party was the opposition party most 
able to harm the present government party," 

C . THE RIO PI EDR AS SPECIAL ELECTIO N. JUNE 8, 1953 

In his column, "Lo Que Yo So" (What I know) appearing in the 
San Juan newspaper "El Imparcial," on April 9, 1953, the political 
commentator. TEOFILO MALDONADO, reported that the PIP, on that 
day, certified to the Insular Secretary of State the nomination 
of EFRAIN E. CABRERA as the PIP candidate for the vacancy in the 
Insular House of Representatives left by the death of the repre- 
sentative from Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico. Mr. MALDONADO reported 
that CABRERA was nominated at an assembly held on the evening of 
April 6. 1953, at Rio Piedras under the Chairmanship of LUIS 
ARCHILLA LAGUIER. Mr. MALDONADO reported that KERKINIO QUINONES 
had been suggested as a PIP candidate, but had obtained only 
thirteen votes as against the seventeen votes that had gone to 
CABRERA. 
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In its issue for June 10, 1953, the San Juan newspaper "El 
Mundo" carried an article discussing the results of the Rio 
Piedras Special Election held June 8, 1953, and set forth 
comments made by the Secretary General of the Popular Democratic 
Party, YLDEFONSO SOLA MORALES. According to the newspaper article, 
the election results were as follows: 


The article stated that in commenting on these election results, 
Senator SOLA pointed out that in this Special Election the 
Popular Democratic Party received 71.74 per cent of the vote, 
while the PIP received 22.35 per cent, and the Statehood Party 
only 5«8 per cent. Senator SOLA compared these figures with the 
results of the general election on November 4, 1952, in that 
same district, and pointed out that in the Special Election the 
Popular Democratic Party received 55.26 per cent of the vote Which 
it had received in that same district in the general election of 
November 4, 1952, while the PIP received only 32.35 per cent of 
the vote which it had received in the general election. 

Senator SOLA expressed the opinion that these percentages indicated 
that the PIP had lost strength since the election of November, 

1952. 


Popular Democratic Party 
PIP 

Statehood Party' 
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IV. THE PIP AND THE NPPR 


The Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico, referred to in 
this report as the NPPR, has been declared by the Attorney- 
General of the United States to be a subversive organization 
falling within the purview of Executive Order #9835, 


A. REQUEST MADE BY THE PIP SENATORS FOR AN AMNESTY 
FOR IMF Iff SO NED MEMBERS OF THE NPPR AND FOR AN 
INVESTIGATION OF THE TREATMENT OF PEDRO ALBIZU 
CAMPOS. 


Ihe San Juan newspaper, "EL Hundo," in its issue of 
June 8, 1953* carried an article stating that on June 5, 1953* 
the Senators of the PIP had submitted a motion to the Secretaiy 
of the Senate of Puerto Rico asking that the Senate request the 
Governor of Puerto Rico to decree a general amnesty for PEDRO 
ALBIZU CAMPOS, the President of the NPPR, and other NPPR members 
presently imprisoned for their connection with the Nationalist 
uprising of October 30, 1950, The motion offered by the PIP 
Senators is translated as follows: 

"That it be agreed by the Senate to request 
the Governor of Puerto Rico that by the use of the 
powers conferred upon him by law, he decree on 
amnesty for the President of the NPPR, Dr. PEDRO 
ALBIZU CAMPOS, and other Puerto Ricans who suffer 
the burden of imprisonment in our jails and in the 
prison for political offenses related to the 
Nationalist revolution which took place in the week 
of October 30, 1950. The Independentist Legislators 
believe- that it would be justified to make a general 
declaration of amnesty for all these political prisoners. n 
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“Die "EL ..'undo' 1 article further reflects that on that 
some day another motion was presented by the PIP Senators asking 
tliat the Senate name a Commission to investigate an allegation 
which hod been mode by . one JIT.N Ili-RNYNDEZ VALLE, Defense lawyer 
of ALEIZU CAflFOS, to the effect tliat the letter is ill as' a result 
of treatment received while in prison, 'ihis motion is translated 
as follows: 



"That c Commission be named by this Senate 
to investigate the allegation which has been made by 
the legal representative of the President of the iff PR, 
Dr, PEDRO ,-LEIZ u CANTOS, who suffers the burden of 
imprisonment for political offenses, to the effect that 
the latter is ill a.s a consequence of the imprisonment 
and that he is receiving improper treatment. 1 ’ 


Both of these motions, according to the "El "undo" article, 
were signed by the five Senators of the PIP: GILBERT) CONCEPCION 

DA GPACI.', I.U3IHI0 iDNX3 f JT..SJ, Pli' KCISCO A. SUS-iil, JR., .OLLIAA 
CORDOVA Cl.'IEINO, and AAFA.i, E.IANCGUET. 


E. EailPLES OF NFFR ."JifflIBS ‘SSlSilivG PIP - INCLUDES 
Hi?E ATXli©:.«CL AT IIP NiETINGS. 


In September, 1952, T-2 advised that ELFIDIO 3 EAjNEZ 
NOR-LES, active iJPFR member in the Arecibo areo, and NIGUEL OIFD 
CUEVAS had both expressed recently'- -thjiir hope for a PIP victory in 
tlie November elections. 1’ie informant^aid that JIMENEZ expressed 
himself as in favor of another revolution in Puerto Rico, should the 
IIP strength feil to be os great as expected. 

In September, 1952, T-6, of unknown reliability, (miP 
^■jOSK and PRUDENCIO CRUZ ISTOADA, stated that lately both of these 
CP.IE ESTP.'DA brothers appeared to be active with the PIP, T-6 
explained that earlier in September, 1952, he hod overheard PRUDEMCIO 
CRUZ IS TOAD' state that he was going to talk at a ?IF meetings* 

* r 

(ihe CRUZ ESTO'Dl brothers were formerly members of the 
IIPFR Cadet Corps, the military arm of the NPFR. According to the 
Puerto Rico Police Department, they oontinue to be Nationalists.) 
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T-6 added that he had overheard JOSS CRUZ ES ITUDA speaking in 
favor of til e PIr. 

In September, 1952,- T-2 advised that 
Loomed to have attended a meeting of I 


.According to JIAEPES, the meeting was~ held 

to discuss the problem raised for the FIE by the alleged fact that 
most drivers of public vehicles hod agreed to rent their services 
to 'the incumbent PopA^irDercocrat on election day. f ihe 

informant said_U^ot^B^^^^^^^^^^fc^y( promine nt HPrR member of 
Arccibo) ondt 

now s member of the ?I_F J v;ere among those present, ci uus meeting. 
T-2 stated v;ss very ongry ebout this problem and 

said that he v/os going to donate his car free for the use of the 
IIP o:i election day. ?~2 further related dirt IAOC'AICIO bDiriiLVO 
'DVAVLVO (active HPPR member) was also very engiy ebout the 
problem of the PIP, end stated that he, .‘'DivT'LVQ, intended to donate 
his truck free to the PIP for use on election day. T-2 went on to 
state that .'.IC-UEL OL 0 CUEVAS and G SAR G*:3C£S DOKREGA both 
errpressed displeasure that public car drivers in end ebout Arecibo 
had contracted to rent their vehicles to the Popular Democratic 
Party. She informant said that OP . L remarked that from now on, 
everyone must work day and night for the PIP. 


Lerly in October, 1952, f-2 advised that he had observed 
various nationalists at public meetings of the PIP held in the 
Arecibo area as follows: 


At a meeting held at Barrio Bejadero of ere cibo on 
September 22, 1952, the informant observed in attendance: I2GUEI. 

01* D C0L7AS, I'iJDOEi'iCIO PDAiViVO AGKT'LVO, GAS AR GAUGES. 

At a meeting held in Barrio Santo Domingo of Are cibo 
on September 24, 1952, he noted in attendance several PIP members 
whom he indicated were sympathetic to the IQ'FR, as follows : 

JOS! il'RTIHFZ IDBO, ACDRiiS IlGRO! CA1DE, ?R j> 3CISG0 3EGU1-D0 LORGFZO 
P.'JIZ, AGU3TU J.’iCJj 


/ CO 
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.‘•t a meeting hold in Barrio Islote of ‘recibo, the 
informant observed in attendance CBodE 0/RCE3 and his wife, 
as well as NLriDIO JINl-IiEN The informant said that 

PERALES had announced tills meeting over a public 
address system mounted in his car. 

T-2 further stated in October, 195.2, that all 
Nationalists end Ni ; ?R sympathisers Icnown to him were speaking 
in favor of the PIP and discussing: their activity in behalf 
of that Party. T-2 expressed the opinion that after the 
election of November 4, 1952, these Nationalists would not 
continue to be active in the PIP. 


r 

b7«- 


By PoliceReport dated October 8, 1952, at Ponce, Puerto 
Rico, Sergeant^mm^^ of the 'internal Security Bureau, 

Puerto Rico Police-Depertment^^ncejset forth information 
received from who bed been detained 

by the police on October 7, 1952^fo^questioning in connection 
with cn alleged plot to assassin ate the Go vernor of Puerto Rioo. 

".c cording to this police rcportJJHI^ admitted membership 
in the ID PR since 1948. he had registered 

os a member of the Popular Democratic Party in the voters 1 


registration of November, 1950, but that he intended to vote 
for the PI?, since the PIP was "the Party which he believed would 
be able to bring independence to Puerto Fdco. " 


In mid-October, 1952, T-2 odvised that all the 
Nationalists with whom he was acquainted in the .'recibo area 
were presently working in and for the PIP, T-2 said that while 
he could not accurately estimate the degree of their sincerity 
to the official aims end methods of the xIP, he felt that these 
Nationalists had affiliated themselves with the PIP simply 
because there was no other Party/ they could join. T-2 expressed 
tile opinion that after the- election, these Nationalists, particularly 
if disappointed in the outcome, would neve nothing further to do 
with the PIP. 


T-2 went on to say that in connection with the campaign 
fund-raising activities of the li? on October 11, 1952, he had 
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observed the following activity on behalf of the PIP, on the 
part of Nationalists of the .’recibo, Puerto Rico, area: 

FR'NCISGO L0R1PZ0 RUIZ, who according to the informant, 
is a Nationalist sympathizer presently affiliated with the UP, 
had a teble in front of his shop decorated with PIP and Puerto 
Rican flags, holding a container for donations to the PIP. 

Hie informant said that LOPPiLC PuIZ claimed to have collected 
.32.00 for the PIP and to be busy with Ur political activity 
ever> r night of the week. 


PI3UEL OLD ClT. 3 had a donation container for the 
PIP placed in front of his store on October 11, 1952, end claimed 
to heve collected ’’41.00. OL D also indicated that he was very 
busy campaigning for the UP. 

JOS IIXRllWEZ /.;_•?£>, who according to the informant, makes 
statements in favor of the POP and NPPR, went about on October 11, 
1952, urging people to donate money to the PIP. 

In October, 1952, T-2 advised thet on October 20, 1952, 
at e public political campaign rally of the PIP held at the 
flazuele lionserrete, Arecibo, Puerto P-ico, he observed in 
attendance the following persons whom he identified os 
Nationalists or Nationalist sympathizers of the >\recibo area: 

LTGUIL OLD CUEW3, INDCD5CI0 DPT.'LVO .DPTUVO, SLPIDIO JIMENEZ 
POP LIS, PRLiCISCO SS&UP30 LQPL1EO RUIZ, O SAR GAF.IES iXTRSEG." , 

"liDIcIS • NEGRON . C tLDE, JOSE IP.RTINEZ DRO . 

T-2 said that all these persons spoke of their hopes 
of end their work for a PIP victory in the coming election. 

Lote in October, 1952, T-2 advised that during the previous 
week, tlie store of ' I GULL CL 0 CUEV’S had been open onl y two days 
due to OLD's activity in campaigning for the PIP. 

T-2 said that at a public campaign meeting of the PIP 
held et .'recibo, Puerto Rico, on October 26, 1952, at which Dr. 
GILBPR'IO CONCEPCION DP, GPP Cl.', and other PIP leaders spoke, he 
observed in attendance the following persons whom he termed 
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Nationalists or Nationalist sympathizers: FE’NCISCO SLGUHDO 

IDPENZO RUIZ, .VNDPf-S iJEDRDT G/LDP, JOSE SF.GR0.cI- C-'LDE, CSS'S CAECES, 

jo:-e ::‘?.nmz idrd, aigjel okd cui.vs, tlpidio ji/isez dr ies, 

•\GtL21K J*-C* H/Ta'I’NDEZ, and INOCENCIO •DNT'LVO LDI-T LVO. 

Early in November, 1952, T-2 advised that HPPR 
members end sympathizers in the .'recibo, Puerto Rico, area were 
busily engaged in FTP campaign activities prior to the election 
of Ibvember 4, 1952. T-2‘further reported having learned that 
these /recibo Nationalists entered the polling places and voted 
on November 4, 1952. 

In mid-Noveraber, 1952, T-2 advised that Nationalists 
in the ./recibo area were •extremely discouraged and angry about 
the results of the election, According to T-2, these Nationalists 
expressed the opinion that they have wasted their time and money 
in working for the PIP. T-2 reported that the ./recibo Nationalists 
were parti cularly angry about the fact that many persons who 
had seemingly agreed with their arguments in favor of the PIP 
actually voted for the Popular Democratic Party (the majority 
Puerto Rican party) when the election day arrived, 

T-2 reported having learned that NIGUEL OIAD CUEVAS, 
HPPR leader in the Barrio Santana area of /recibo, believed he 
had lined up et least 200 PIP votes in his Barrio end was very 
angry to learn thet the PI? received only 41 votes in Barrio 
Santana. T-2 further reported that ELPIDIO JI'IPIEZ "DR'-LES 
was lamenting his cooperation v.ith the PIP, declaring that the 
only way to throw out the Government of LUIS liUNOZ T/RIN is by 
a revolution. 


Early in January, 1953 > T-2 reported having learned 
that .'recibo Nationalists intended to come to San Juan by truck 
and by bus to be present on January 12, 1953, when the PIP members 
of the Legislature were to take their oaths of office, 'ccording 
to T-2, . IG DEL OL. D CUEV‘3 reportedly stated that the Nationalists 
will tentatively continue to support the PIP, but that if the PIP 
members of the Legislature fail to pass laws desired try the 
Nationalists, the latter will have nothing further to do with 
the PIP. 
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Later in January, 1953, T-2 reported having learned 
that the Nationalists of .'recibo had decided not to moke the 
trip to San Juan on January 12, 1953* because of lack of funds. 

iolice Ilemorandun dated *.pril 23, 1953, Captain 
/ Internal Security Bureau, Puerto Rico Police 

I DepartaentTreported concerning Mr commemorative activity 
I held at ihyaguez, Puerto Rico, on the evening of -P.pril 16, 1953* 
if in honor of the birth date of Puerto R^an patriot and statesman, 

t JOSI. DZ DIEGO. According to Cartain-^JJ ell j speakers at this 

activity were leaders of the PIP. Captoin-^J^ stated that 
although this activity was sponsored by leaders of the PIP, it 
was attended by a n umber, of Nationalists from .'ihyaguez and 
Cabo Rojo. Copt'ain.^B^ listed the names of sixteen Nationalists 
who were identified by -'the police ss present at this affair, 

Folice InforrantionBi^ June 5, 1953, 
signed by Ceptain^H|HHflHH^Pm^m^H Internal 
Security Division, Fue^^M^^RM^^^partmentTreported that on 
P.rril 12, 1953 » o closed meeting was held at Jeyuya, Puerto Pico, 
b 7C in the residence of FILIPP PI VIE ‘ GC ! 'LIZ , described by the 
» police bulletin as a member of the FT?. Ihe bulletin listed 

I eight persons as attending this meeting; two being described os 

Communists, four as members of the MFPR, and two as members of the ! 

PIP. xhe names listed included JJ'ii .0.".' JJ-.SU3 RZDI;l% who was the 

Communist Party of Puerto Rico candidate for the office of ; 'ryor of 

Jaynya in -the elections of November 4, 1952; UCPIERGO Ji'MRIGuTZ, 

who vies the .resident of 'die PIP Committee for Joyuya, Puerto Rico, 

in 1951, and i AVID R0D.IlGU.-L OMURAS, v;ho according to investigation 

conducted by the Puerto Rico iolice Department was one of the 

leading members of the UP PR in Jayuyn at the time of the P.'PPR 

uprising of October 30, 1950, but did not participate because of 

illness. 

ELsewhere in the above mentioned police bulletin A70, 
it is reported that on April lo, 1953, on individual named 
' C NS p PR ATP ?PQNT:. G/ECIP, described by the police os a M I-!ctionalist n 
(hP-PE member of sympathizer), acted os 'Paster of Cerenonj.es ct a 
meeting of a FTP Youth Organization held ct Guanice, Puerto Rico, 
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on August 16, 1953, in honor of the birthday of the Puerto 
PdC8n patriot, JOSE D'J JIEGC. 


c. Ei*;5L::S op pip i&ibers reportfd as 

SX^MTAHC TO THE NPFR - li'CLUDIEG 
ATTSElP-Cr. AT NPPR ACTIVITIES. 


t>np 


In September, 1952, T-2 advised that FR NCISCO C.\RDONA., 
owner of the restaurant P.iondo in Arecibo, Puerto Rico, and a 
leader of the IIP in that city , is cooperative vdth the i-IEPR . 


In October, 1952. T-7, of known reliability, reported 



FRA hOO E'LA.v;. ;j_-. dr.o^7™^fl*mDer of the RIP Committee in 
Barrio /’onocillos of Rio Fiedras, gets a great deal of satisfac- 
tion outofdoing things secretly for the KPFR. According to 
T-7,^HMB^®°ll e 6 e d that TATE’s loyalty to the MFPR could 
not be questioned. 

In mid-October, 1952, T-2, of known reliability, advised 
that FUMD.MXi.t RODRIGUEZ VIE BET, IIP candidate for election t^the 
[nsuler house of Representative s from the Utuodo District,^|^P 

was still sympathetic toward PEDRO 
fas now a FI? leader. T-2 said that 
in 1949, and 1950, FUiSADO.E RODRIGUEZ v:as an LIPPR sympathizer. 

*3e said that RODRIGUEZ was very friendly with DERIVE TORRES 
.'CLVZ.ID, MFPR leader at Utuado, and that on several occasions 
in 1949 - 1950, RODRIGUEZ spoke very highly of the El' PR and of 
xEDRO ALBIZO CEiTOS. T-2 stated that recently EUiEIEjOR 1TOBRIGUI2 
VIAUET had been associated closely vdth CESAR GARCZS DORTiEGA, a 
listionalist who, he said, has recently been carrying on 
political discussions in the 'recibo, Puerto Rico, Plaza in 
favor of the FTP. 



At 9:00 a . :.i, on October 26, 1952, seventeen persons vvere 
observed meeting outside the house of VTIATIN J TT.TE F'T: FIGUEROA, 

i'lx-PR Municipal Board President, Fajardo, Puerto Rico. These 
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persons filed to church for mess and then marched quietly to 
the Fajardo cemetery where they placed floral wreaths and 
Puerto Rican flags on the graves of deceased Ifr'PR members. 

.Pc each grave, TlhL'FNjE ashed for the observance of one minute 
of silence for “those fallen in the emancipation of our country, 11 
.'.morn those v.ho were identified as being in attendance at this 
ceremony was ChBPbi'jLrL V. LIlIF. ‘ MTG.'.QG, who is the * resident 
of the PIP Committee et Fajardo, Puerto iiico, and a member of 
tile Board of Directors of the IIP, 

In Novanber, 1952, T— 3 , of known reliability* 
advised that CPLBoTXNJ VLLILIN. .'lERC'.DO, President of the Fajardo 
Municipal Committee of the PIP, had stated that he participated 
in the celebration at Fajardo on October 26, 1 952, because he 
considers Valero Day to be a Puerto Rican holiday and not necessarily 
a Nationalist celebration, lie said he felt it his duty to attend 
a celebration in honor of a Puerto Rican hero, even though his 
attendance might possibly prejudice the PIP by causing others to 
oonnect him, a PIP leader, with the NPHl. 

It is noted that the General Valero Day activities 
at Fajardo on October 26, 1952, were directed by the leading li?Hl 
member of that cits’-. 


According to ?-B, I'MLILL' stated til at the NPFR 
revolt li8d seriously injured the prestige of the PI?, at least 
in the Fajardo area, by making some persons so afraid of the 
'Nationalism of the Nr.PR that they are now somewhat afraid to 
associate tiiems elves with the independence program of the Pl?» 

'c cor ding to T-0, V LILj./: declared that one of the first things 
the PIP will do if it ever comes to power in Puerto Rico. will be 
to free all political prisoners, including » ZDRG *L3IZU CMJPOS. 
VMijILD.". reportedly added, however, that prisoners guilty of 
definite crimes, such os murder and arson, committed during the 
revolt, would not be released, N c cording to T-o , VELILif. e:riressed 
some uncertainty regarding M10F.C ‘I.MIZU CPM-OS and indicated that 
perhaps he should not be released if it were determined that he 
is responsible for the violent acts of some of his followers , 
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In November, 1952, T-2 reported having learned 
that ANDRES NEGRON CALDES, a former Nationalist leader now active 
in the PIP, recently expressed the opinion that the NPFR might 
be reborn as a result of the PIP defeat in the election of 
November 4, 1952. According to T-2, MEG AON added that he would 
never again be active in the HPPR, although he might assist 
passively by donating a little money to the Party. NEGRON 
allegedly indicated the reason for this attitude was his fear 
of imprisonment and the subsequent hardship that such iinpri sonment 
would bring to his family. 

Late in Lb vember, 1952, T-2 reported having learned 
that FUND, '.DOR RODRIGUEZ VIRU2T, an unsuccessful PIP candidate 
for legislative representative, recently informed an Arecibo 
Nationalist that if the PIP had won sufficient support, it 
would have been able to help the incarcerated Nationalists very 
much. 


In December, 1952, T-2 reported having learned that 
FRANCISCO CARDONA, a PIP leader of .Arecibo, Fuerto Rico, met 
for more than an hour with a leading adherent of the I1PFR in the 
rear room of CARDONA 1 s restaurant at Arecibo, Puerto Rico. T-2 
said that to the best of his knowledge, CARDONA was never a member 
of the NPPR, but that prior to the revolt of October 30, 1950, 
CARDONA frequently donated money to the NPPR. 

On December 31, 1952, a paper bound book entitled 
“Penumbra s In La Vide De la Pueblo" (Shadows in the Life of ly 
People) was observed on public sale in a San Juan bookstore. 

The author of this book, ARMAMDO TORRES VEGA, is a prominent 
member of the PIP who has acted as a speaker end as Master of 
Ceremonies et public functions of the PIP. In substance, 
this book is an historical analysis of pro -independence sentiment 
in Puerto Rico; pages 8? and 105 of this book comprise a chapter 
on the NPPR. In this chapter, the author lauds the NPPR for the 
"purity of its patriotism* and describes PIDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, 
the imprisoned President of the NPPR, as a martyr. 
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In March, 1953, T-9, of unknown reliability, 
who was e resident of Barrio Obrero of Santurce, Puerto Rico, 
and who is acquainted with certain NPPR members, expressed the 
opinion that there ©re many Nationalists in the Earrio Obrero 
area of Santurce. T-9 explained that some of these Nationalists 
sake claim to be members of the PIP, but that in his opinion 
their ideals and objectives are the same as When the;' were openly 
active in the Mi PR. Later in March, 1953, T-9 stated he considered 
that many former Nationalists who ore now members of the PIP ere 
"hiding behind a mask." 


In .'pril, 1953, T-9 expressed the opinion that many 
of the former Nationalists now active in the PIP remain 
"Notionalist at heart" end that some of these individuals would 
be willing to support revolutionary activities to gain independence 
for Puerto Rico. T-9 stated that in his opinion, the PIP differs 
from the NPFR only in that its leaders ore "more intelligent." 

In March, 1953, T-7, of known reliability, advised 
that in his opinion, FRANCO PL'LAVE, activing FIP leader of Berrio 
Nbnacillo, Rio Piedras, Puerto ?dco, is a Nationalist sympathizer. 
T-7 pointed out that about two months previouslj 7 , .TiLAVE had 
told him that a group of young men in the Barrio Buen Cons jo of 
Rio Piedras had become active in the NPPR . 




Corpor 
Police 

February 8, 1953, P1ULIM) CaSTRQ .PBOINiX-l (former Secretary 
General of the NPPR) came to the irecibo erea end visited the 
residences of two well-known Nationalists and also the business of 
FR'NCISCO ChPDONh, who is a member of the PIP Committee of 
mrecibo, Puerto Rico, 


^^^B^'o^^eMemorandura dated February 10, 1953, 
zimmmm internal Security Bureau, Puerto Rico 
Department, .'xecxbo, Puerto Rico, reported that on 


It will be recalled that T-2, of known reliability, . 
has reported that to the best of his knowledge, CaRDOPI*: was 
never a member of the NPPR, but that prior to the NPPR Uprising 
of October 30, 195 0, C1RD01P. frequently donated money to the 
NPPR. 
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On April 24, 1953 , Corporal-^|^^^m^|P advised 
that CARDONA was formerly , the Presideit of the- PIF Committee 
of Arecibo, Puerto Rico, encl that to the best of his knowledge 
CARDOil'. has never been a Nationalist, although some of his 
(CARDONA's) close friends are Rationalists or Rationalist 
sympathizers. 


t> 7^ 


On Jiarch 21, 1953, iiPFR members held activities in 
Ponce, Puerto Rico, in commemoration of the anniversary' of ‘tile 
"Ponce Massacre." Thirteen persons were observed taking part 
in these activities which included a march to the cemetery in 
Fonce. Among those who were present at these activities were 
EUFEIYG RODRIGUEZ FAREZ (present leeder of the NPFR in Ponce, 
Puerto Rico), FA'JLITY) CASTRO AEOLAFIA, another Nationalist 
from the Fonce ares, and PEDRO GRRARDIND LUCHES3I, who, according 
to the Fonce Police Department, is the Secretary of the PIP 
Committee of Ponce, Puerto Rico. 


The "Ponce Massacre," which is commemorated annually 
try the 1-IPPR, took place on Palm Sunday, March 21, 1937, at Ponce, 
when nineteen persons were killed and approximately one hundred 
injured in a combat which resulted when the police attempted to 
disperse the NPPR parade and demonstration, permission for which 
had been refused by the Ponce Municipal Government, 


D. ATTITUDE OF PROMINENT NPPR ZAAiBERS 
TDuRD TI“ PIP 


Late in August, 1952, T-5, of known reliability, advised 
that EnRI^UE AYOEQA AIREU (a Nationalist leader recently released 
from incarceration for violation of the Insular Subversive 
Activities Law) had stated that he would be a Nationalist all 
his life, but that of the various registered political parties 
in Puerto Rico, he most preferred the PIP, for the sole reason • 
that the PIP had indicated that it would release PEDRO 
ELEIZU CAMPOS when it gets into power. According to the informant, 
YORQA discussed the PIP President, Dr. GILEERTO CONCEPCION DE 
GRACIA., and the fact that for a long time Dr. CONCEPCION and 
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Dr. ALBIZU C.'MFOS hed not been very friendly. ' 'TORO.*. 
expressed the opinion thct even though the TIP should come to 
power ond release -LBIZ'J C.A JOS, there would continue to be 
strife between the NPEt and whatever power should be in' control 
of Puerto Rico. 

Early in September, 1952, T-5 stated that ISOLi'.N DO, 'ICON 
(former Treasurer -General of the 1JPPE, and a close friend of 
PEDRO ALBIZU CALKS) had recently indicated that she and RAADN 
idDIiil R.UHRLZ (who according to the informant, lias assumed the 
duties of die interim President of the NPPR) had discussed 
the program of the FI? end what stand the Notionalists should 
take with regard to the work being done by the PIP. Both 
Nationalists allegedly agreed that, although the PIP was doing 
good work and would probably influence the release of a number 
of Notionalists, the NPPR could never officially support that 
Pcrty. 


In October, 1952, T-5 advised that -I'NUiL NEGRON 
IDGUER'S (a Nationalist living in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico) 
had expressed amazement at learning thct so many Nationalists 
registered to vote with the PIP. NEGRON reportedly said that 
those Notionalists who are well oriented and have e thorough 
knowledge of the goals, aims, end purposes of the NFPP, will 
not register with the PI? or with any other Party. According 
to the informant, NEGRON pointed out, however, that the PIP was 
doing good vorl: ond expressed the opinion that the Nationalists 
might gain more strength Niro ugh a PIP victory than they could 
in any other way. 1SGR0I; said he would not condemn those who had 
registered -with the fir, but added he feels that they are not 
following the dictates of the leader, PEDRO VLEIZU, Gl'ffOS. 

In February, 1953 > T-5 advised .that late in January, 
19535 JULIO J..‘, SANTIAGO (a former interim i resident of the iff PR) 
stated that he symp athized and supported the Communist Party of 
Puerto Rico in the hope that it would succeed in obtaining 
independence for Puerto Rico. T-5 related that JULIO DE SANTIAGO 
declared that he had no use for the PIP. 
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E. EC5IJELES OF HPHt RUBERS ENTERING 
THE PIP 


."NIONIO ELIEZ2R C."RHON, also known as NWIOHIO 
ELIECER C.’RRION, who is presently the Secretary of the PIP 
Committee ot Loize, was affiliated with the NPPR until tiie time of 
the Nationalist uprising in 1950; however, persons contacted at 
Loiza advised that ILIEZER was never in accord with the 
violent tactics advocated by the NPPR. 

Y/hen interviewed on October 10, 1952, -uilOHIO 
ELIEZER admitted affiliation with the Ni-FR from 1932, to October, 
1950, when he left the NPPR because he was opposed to the violence 
which occurred in Puerto Rico as a result of NPPR activities* 
ELILLLR said that he is now the Secretary of the PIP Committee 
for I£)IZi, Puerto Rico, end stated that there are now no 
Nationalists at Loiza since ell those persons who were formerly 
Nationalists now ere affiliated with the PIP. 


ELIEZER said that the PIP candidate for election 
in November, 1952, to the Insular Rouse of Representatives from 
the District which includes Loiza, was formerly active in the 
ivVI'R from 1930, to about 1950. 


October 15, 1952, a t 

Loiza, Puerto Rico, advised that earlier in the nSantr^^Ocuober, 

1952, he had heard RICPRDO ROlilT-LDO RIVER' CORRE'l (PIP candidate 
for election to the Insular Rouse of Presents tives for the 40th District, 
which includes the municipalities of Loize, Luquillo, and Rio 
Grande) state that although he was a PIP candidate, lie was still 
a Nationalist at heart. It is noted that investigation at Loiza t? 7° 

during . :ugust end September, 1952, revealed that according to long- 
time associates of RIVER"' COEREi, the latter ‘was an active member 
of the RE-PR ot Loiza until after the Nationalist unrisi ng of 
October 30. 1950. On Augus t 2 7. 1$ 

F of Loiza, stated that 

RIvltui ."LBIZU C.’-iiPOS and that 

the latter was the Godfather of RIVER \ CORRLi’ii two sons. 




- 107 - 




SJ 100-4014 
JES/atb 


It is further noted that by letter dated. November 
30, 1950, and addressed to Insular District Attorney, CARLOS J. 
FAURE, RIVERA CORREA announced that he had decided to leave 
the NPPR and to join the PIP. In this letter, RIVERA CORREA 
stated that he was taking this step because the NPPR had been 
outlawed by the Insular Legislature. He indicated that he would 
not have left the NPPR had that Party not been outlawed. 

In Septsnber, 19^2, T-5 said that JUAN ELLAS 
BONILLA VEGA, a former local leader of the NPPR in the Rio Piedras 
area, had recently stated that he had established a small shop 
where he had hoped to make money by making PIP and Puerto Rican 
flags, but had found that he could not sell sufficient flags. The 
informant said that BONILLA is not afraid to be identified as a 
Nationalist and that BONILLA claimed to have recently told RAMON 
MEDINA RAMIREZ that the NPPR could depend upon him for ary thing 
whatsoever. 


In October, 
Jctober 





reliable i nformant, stated 
wd stated that^ 

__ GABRIEL VICENTE MAURE, 

of the PIP in Rio Piedras, f 

( related that Mr. VICENTE is having 

large quantities of these flags made and that they cost approximately 
18 cents apiece and will be sold to local FIP Committees for about 
21 to 25 cents, and that the flags ere bewr^node for the purpose 
of raising funds on behalf of the PIP. said that VICENTE 

told him that during a recent fund drive in Rio Piedras, the PIP 
raised approximately $4,000 by street collections. On this 
occasion, ^HHM'stated that he had decided to devote his entire 
time to t^^^T^^nd that for the time being he felt that if the 
[P was supported it would eventually release PEDRO ALBIZU CAivlPOS. 

^remarked that in the event that Nationalists join the 

?IP and the PIP becomes powerful, it might then be possible for 
the Nationalists within the PIP to take over that organization and 
vote for PIDRQ .ALBIZU CAMPOS to succeed the present leaders of 
the PIP. 

(in connection with the above paragraph, it is noted 
that GABRIEL VICENTE MAURE is a member of the PIP Directorate and 
Chairman of the Insular Campaign Committee of the PIP He is a 
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well-to-do furniture dealer of Rio Piedrcs, Puerto Rico, 
and resides at his estate about two miles from Ri-> licdros 
on the Cogues Highway. On this estate c. large Puerto Rican 
flag, approximately ten by twenty feet in diameter, is regularly 
dj. splayed. ) 

In S ept embe3jl5£2^^^10^o£ unknown reliability, 
who we active in 1946 Koto Rey, Puerto 

Rico, and who is now af filiatc^w^^dTc PIP, stated he did 
not Imow of cry NFPR activity currently being carried on in the Rio 
Piedrcs area, T-10 stated that except -for a very few persons, 
all the former lirFR members known to him had aligned themselves 
with the PIP or with the Popular Party. 

On September 30, 1?52, 
residing 

ivised that just prior to the Ns ta onali st upri sing 
19 50, JOSE RQS.~. IvD RIGUIZ. resident ofgHmHV 

Son Juan, Puerto Rioo, told 
iet ho was a. Rationalist and that he would 
continue to support the iff PE . Other acquaintances and neighbors 
of ROS.t". advised during September and October, 1952, that EDS'. 
was a. Rationalist until the uprising of October 30, 1950, but 
that since that time, ROSE' had joined the Fir, It is noted that 
in June, 1948, T-ll, of unknown reliability, who was familiar 
with ivlfR members end activities, mode avail able a. letter doted 
February 6, 1947, signed by JCSh PCS'? •ORPJGOi'Z, ps Secretary 
of the Puerto Do Tierra Sub-Eoard of the HPFR. 

In October, 1 952, T-12, a reliable informant, familiar 
with u PR and Communist activities in the Cogues area, advised 
that many of the persons who formerly openly professed adherence 
to the RPfR are now active in the IIP. 




rOLCO , a 
of October 30 



him (Officer 


fcas 


Or. October 1, 1952, Corporal Puerto 

Rico Police Department, Coraorio, Puerto Rico, advised that fli'GSL 
CRobCRUh is the Director of the PIP Campaign in Conerio. Corporal 
mUl made a vail able a letter dated September 16 , 1952, addressed 
to Lieutenant i 

advising thst IIP meetings were to be held in Coraerio on September 
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28 and 29, 1952. This letter was signed by .‘KGfL CRUZ CRUZ os 
Organizer of the ITF campaign activities at Comerio. It is noted that 
CRUZ CRUZ ->vos an active NFPR youth lecder from 1946, to 1949, and 
that according to an orticle appearing in "11 Impartial," San 
Juan newspaper, on September 10, 1948, CRUZ CRUZ admitted his 
notionalist of filiation in District Court at Rio Piedros, Puerto 
Rico, where he was appearing as a witness. Following the Nationalist 
uprising of October 30, 1950, CRUZ CRUZ served as Defense attorney 
for PEDRO .YLBIZU C.Y.F03 and other HPF'R leaders who were tried for 
subversive activities in connection with that revolt. However, 
he withdrew from the defense in the summer of 1951, and since 
that time the only Nationalists whom he has represented in court 
have been those who entered picas of guilty to the charge of 
violating the Insulcr Subversive .Activities Law, It is noted 
that according to T-5, the leadership of the NPPR expects loyal 
Nationalists to plead not guilty when charged with such violation. 

During an interview on October 14, 1952, JESUS VJiZ'.JJLZ 
GYJ3RIIL edvised-that he had been a member of the NPPR from 
appro ;ciraa tely 1930, until the tame of the Nationalist uprising of 
October 30, 1950. He stated he hed been President of the Nr PR 
Municipal Board at To a Baja, Puerto Paco, from ebout 193 4, to 1936, 
and a member of th e KFFR , 'unicipaL Board fbr Boyatnon, Puert Rico, 
from 1942, to 1948. He said that during the period, 1943 to 1950, 
he began to realize the shortcomings of the KPFR under the violent 
leadership of PEDRO ..\LBIZU C.YPrOS end that when the uprising broke 
out, lie disassociated himself completely from the NPPR. He said 
that he had registered with the PIP and intended to vote for 
that Party, but that he no longer participated in political 
activity. 


On October 22, 1952, RENT RUSIOZ i 'DIH, -who is presently 
a Popular Democratic Party candidate for the Insular Legislature 
representing He to Rey and Puerto lluevo, Puerto Rico, but who 
formerly was President of the NPPR Sub-Board at Stop 37, Kato Piey, 
stated that at the present time- practically ell of the individuals 
who were formerly members ox the Rationalist Party- in the Stop 37 
area are now active in the PIP. tie said that there are none of 
these individuals, to his knowledge, who at the present time are 
talking in favor of the Vh-iR. P.UPLP. P'aTiJ said that he has 
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friendly relations with several of these persons and from 
conversations with them, he is certain that they now feel that 
the best means for obtainin', the independence of fuerto Rico 
is through the legel and peaceful methods advocated by the - 1? . 
lie said that in his opinion, these former Notionalists were not 
infiltrating the PIP, but that on the contrary the IT? is 
absorbing elements which formerly advocated independence through 
the program of the NPPR. 

In November, 1952, T-7 reported having learned that 
JUT! ILL'S EONHiL.:' VIG ’ , described by the informant as a local 
It. I- It leader currently active in the IT? Committee for one of the 
barrios of Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, hod stated in o recent 
discussion that he was continuing: his activities in the 1TF so 
as to confuse the enemies of Nationalism. According to T-7, 

DOlTLiA stated that as long as he remained in the FIF, a 
legally registered party, he could not be accused of subscribing 
wholeheartedly to the ideals of the NPPR. 

Later in November, 1952, T-7 reported having learned 
that recently JUAi'i ELI \3 'ACillLLA VEGA had expressed great 
disappointment et the poor shoving the PIP had made in the 
Fuerto Rican election of November 4, 1952, and had declared it 
to be obvious that right now independence was not desired by 
the people of Puerto Rico . BONILLA allegedly- stated he was 
through with politics and commented that his chief hope prior 
to the election had been that the PIP would win enough votes to 
become so strong that it might successfully demand the release 
from prison of 'LBIZU end other imprisoned Nationalists. 

According to T-7, BO NELL *• was very busy oh election day, November 
4, 1952, working hard for the PIP in an electoral college at Rio 
Piedras. 

In April, 1953, T-7 advised that recently JU'.rl .ALIAS 
30 NHL' VI GA (a former local leader of the NFPR in the Rio Piedras 
area) had indicated that he had abandoned his former plans for 
assembling a group of Notionalists with the aim of committing 
future violence against the Government, ’ccording; to T-7, EGNILLA 
reraains a iietionalist at heart even though he is now working with 
the PIP and looks to the PIP ns the instrument by vhich Puerto Rican 
independence will eventually be secured. 
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During November, 1952, T-12, o relioble informant, 
advised that in his opinion, NJlaSi p VILAZ^UEZ Oni ~iX>, with whom 
the informant is acquainted, is still loyal to the IfPPR, 
although not active in the Party ct present. The informant 
czqpressed the opinion that VHP iZvi'JLZ would attend HP'FP. meetings 
and would take part in NPPR activities if he could do so under 
cover. (It is noted that VPL.*Z^UTZ, according to T-5, announced 
his intention to enter the PIP early in the year 1952, as 
previously reported.) 


F. CFP.T'IN Iii/lC/TIOI'E OF L’CK OF 
GOOrTR"! TION 


In October, 1952, T-5 advised that 'LNJANDRO RUI1, 
who was formerly active in the :TPFR in P.io Piedras, Puerto 
Rico, hod recently stated that he could now have nothing to 

do Tiith the N?PR because he is now registered with the PIP and ■’ • Y;; 

ejects to continue with that Party. RUIZ said his new - arty' . 

would not allow him to participate in Nat onalist octivity 
and tliot he was afraid to take part in them. T-5 said that 

almost every Nationalist he had encountered in the last few .h--V£ 

months had the attitude that if c .nan con work for independence 
at the seme time that he looks after his own interests and 

stays out of jail, he is doing a better job than if he vrere to - 

go to jail as a Nationalist* T-5 declored that in his opinion, 
the *1?, if it continues on s peaceful course, will be the 
death of the NT- PR. 


In November, 1952, T-5 reported that on election day, 
November 4, 1952, a smell group of Notionalists congregated 
in the shop of AUGUSTIN ?I\LDOiniO RDDRIGL1Z , a leading NPFR 



AL3IZU C.'hJPOS' teaching 
vote in "colonial elections" on any issue. 


- 112 - 


f9t 


These documents are part of the project "The FBI Files on Puerto Ricans" and are available free of charge at http://www.pr-secretfiles.net/. 


SJ 100-4014 
JES/atb 







In January, 1953 , T-2 reported having learned that 
• 1CU:1 0L. .0 CUEVAS was very angry with the iTF legislators 
for their having taken, an oath of allegiance to the Puerto Rican 
Constitution curing the cere-monies incident to taking official 
office on January 12, 1953. 



f 


In Jnnuery^l95^T-10, of uni mown reliability, who 
was forncrl^4pmd^H||^ox the HP PR end who is now c 
member of the PIP, stated that he believed most former HPVR 
members had broken with the traditions of the Party and had 
voted on Koveirbcr 4, 1952. The source claimed to have voted 
for the PIP. T-10 expressed the opinion that it would be almost 
impossible to re-orconize the KFPR because everyone interested 
in independence can now support a "sensible" party, namely, 
the - IP. T-10 said that years ago people looked to the i-TPPR 
to lead the fight for independence, but that now the FI? is 
leading that fight, T-10 expressed the opinion that the presence 
of former i'c-tionalists in the membership of the VIP does not 
represent an attempt by the liPPR to infiltrate the PIP, but 
rather, a complete chenpre of affiliation and party loyalty on 
the pert of the persons concerned. 


to 

make, efforts to remove all persons with an NV'PR background 
from responsible positions within the Party organization, 

T-13 offered os examples, the removal of JULIO ESTRADA GARCIA , 
who until recently was the. Vice-President of the PIP Committee 
of Fajardo, and of CiPLESTIiD VAlILLA . ‘aRCADO, who until recently 
was tile President of the VI? Coimnittee of Fajardo. T-13 stated 
that VALILLA was renominated for the Presidency but that 
opposition by persons who disliked the HPVR associations of 
ACHILLA resulted in the latter's being defeated for the --residency 
and elected to the lower office of Treasurer of the PIP Committee 
of ‘Fajardo. (Both ESTRADA end VELILLA were formerly members 
of the VIPHlj ESTRADA was formerly an officer of the hr PE 
I unicipal Board for Fajardo end was ective in attending h?PR 
events up until the time of the HFPR uprising of October 30, 

1950. ) 


T-13 , of unknown re liability. 

Puerto 

stated that die ?IP in Fajardo has made, and will continue 
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1 953 > f-14, of unknown reliability, 
in Barrio Duen Consejo of Rio Piectrasi 
iuerto Rico, odvised that to the best of his knowledge there 
ore no nationalists or Communist elements active in the HR. 
V-14 pointed out that during the election campaign prior to 
the 1‘oveaber 4, 1952 election, ill' ifiG ■.jnifowl-.o ’ 

ik'FR leader of Barrio Buen Consejo, turned up the volume on 
the jukebox at his, 1 store, so as to drown out the 

loud speak c-rs used by -If members campaigning in the vicinity. 
i-14 indicated that some 77PPR members have voted for the 
Hi' and as on example he stated that the three DE LTOH 
brothers, who operate a barber shop near the Rio Pi car as 
arket i'laza. end who were- formerly known as supporters of ~ 
the HPFR, were persuaded by a -I? campaigner to vote for the 
PIP in 1952. T-l 4 - stated that he does not know whether these 

tlxrcc brothers continue to support tie FIF. 


In .'.'arch of 



L 

I 

i 



G . A 7PI T &r.s OR .'1BI2 V 0 ■ : 70S 10 .7 * RD 
Till i 17 in 1546 


Ihe following comment, previously unreported, was 
made ty rEIF.7 .‘LBI2U G ' P03 on November 19, 1943, concerning 
the 717, which on November 4, 1948, made its first bid to win 
the votes cf the Puerto Rican electorate. .VLBIZU's comments 
quoted below were made during r- speech which he delivered 
in tie public plaza at Rio Liedras, during an iu Hl-siionsored 
public .meeting cottBiemorctinr tie discovery of Puerto Rico. 


This speech was set forth in Police Info mar tion_k^ 

detect November 26, 1946, by Officer 

then the Commandant cf the Internal Security Squad of the 


tin 523, 



t> 7C 


Puerto Rico Police Deportment. It is translated from the 
Spanish as follows: 


"In Puerto Rico there is en Independence 
Party. I wont to state that the Independence Party 
has no connection with the Notionalist Party. Sie 
Independence 7-orty has taken pert in the colonial 
elections. If it had won both of the legislative 
houses it would hove done the same es the Fopular 
Party. 1'f the Independence Party should hove 
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controlled the two legislative houses 
and should have attempted to draw up a 
constitution for independence, Yankee 
imperialism would have said - Stop 
there, friends - and it would have been' 
obliged to have humbled itself .just like 
die Popular Party, the Popular Party 
climbed to power with the ideal of 
independence, but upon gaining power it 
hod to submit to the desires of Yankee 
imperialism, Ihe same thing would have 
happened to the Independence Party. I 
did not wont to speak. of this prior to 
the elections because cy Independentist 
friends had many illusions and I did not 
wont to disillusion them. If independence 
could be secured ky smoking a cigarette, 
by drinking a. bottle of champagne, or by 
walking with a pretty girl, I would be the 
first to lay nyself down on this plaza and 
await independence while drinking champagne; 
but independence must be secured just as 
Indonesia secured it, with weapons in the 
hand. 


‘■file Yankees create elections in order to 
deceive the Puerto Means. In registering 
here, a voter has to swear - I am an .’imerican 
citizen. Tnis plan serves simply to allow 
imperialism to tear one away from his home 
and to send him to kill in defense of Yankee 
interests. V.hat right "would the Independent! st s 
acquire if they controlled the two legislative 
houses, since they could be mobilized at ary 
moment to fight in defense of Yankee imperialism? 
... Hie Inde pendent ists , if they truly love 
their country, will have to unite with the 
Nationalists. . . 11 
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By Police Report dated S eptember 29, 1952, at 
fguadillr., Puerto Rico, Cetective^HHiHB Internal 
Security Bureau, Puerto Rico Police Deportment, 
identified 29 individuals os having participated, in the 
Orito Re Lores celebration sponsored at Lares, Puerto Rico, 
by the LFIRoi^Sc^tenbsr 23, 1?52* -‘wons these persons. 
Detective listed AOXTIii GOJSaLEZ. COLL and JPPPPCI3C0 
RIGS CuZV.'B, both of Lares. . It is noted that in July, 1952, 
T-17, of unl'novjn reliability, v<ho is well acquainted vdth 
’.RPR members in Lares, Puerto Paco, related that fGUSTTN - 

G01x.Pi.Pz COLL, "• CG Uo TO FRIP'iO . LuLPA, and FRANCISCO RIOS 
CP0..VPS v/ere members of the IIP. T-.l? said that FRANCISCO 
RJ.C6 CUjvViS was formerly on officer of the P. PP. municipal 
Board for Lares and til at GOrlbRLlS COLL and PRILTO ilDIPi* 
were formerly sympathizers of the LI 'PR. It is further noted 
that investigation conducted at Lores, Puerto Rico, indicates 
that while GOPZPLEb XLL and IRIE'iO .".'jlDIil- ore regarded by 
fellow townsmen as members of the PIP, FRANCISCO RIOS CUEVAS 
is generally regarded a. so confirmed Rationalist ond as the 
heed of the DPFR in Lares, E y Police Report doted September 
10, 1952, Detective of the Puerto Rico 

Police Department, Aguedillc^xve^o Rico, described RIOS 
CAPIAS os President of the Lares Board of the MT'PR, and related 
that RIOS CLIVES had identified himself with the Nationalists 
in stating that they (the Rationalists) intended to celebrate 
the Grito de Lores commemoration on September 23, 1952. 


Aieraoro ndum. doted ' pril 9, 1953, Captain 

L of the Internal Security Bureau, 
Puerto Rico PolGxeTJepar^rnent, reported that on Porch 26, 

1953 , p meeting was held ot the residence of AIARTINI ‘IE) .'.YPLf: 
SF.G.AFfv- , whom he described as the leader of th e PCI- at Cebo 
Rojo, Puerto Rico, "ccording; to Captein^KJ this meeting 
was attended by . LDR0 L02.AD* SOLAR, r leoder of the ’TPPR at 
Cabo Rd jo. In this memorandum, dated .April 9, 1953, Captain 
BJP further advised that on Porch 30, 1953, local leaders 
of the PCI, of tli e IIP PR, and of the i-IP_ra et et the local PI? 
Headquarters in Cabo Rojo. Captain^B^J reported that 
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A?/ilKI.VdG .".YJiLA and PEDRO LOZADA SOKTR v/ere among those 
present and that at this meeting it was agreed to name a 
committee composed of those tvjo individuals and others, 
which committee would oollect money from Cabo Rojo businesses 
to meet the expenses of oommemor etive ceremonies vhich would be 
held in Cabo Rojo on -April 0, 1953, in honor of the birthday 
of J-&CK jMTFRIO BPTANCRS. 

( BET-'UGES was a physician, writer and. revolutionary 
leader who was closely identified with the 19th century 
revolutionary movements in rusrto Rico and Cuba.) 

,’rticles appearing in the local press at Sen Juch, 
Puerto Rico, reflect that PRi-CISCO :i, GQSOiJI and LUI3 'RGIIILLf:. 
liUGIIR, have acted r.s the defense lawyers of Nt 171 members. 
olSOi-il end LPUGIIR are both serving as ill members of the 
legislature of Puerto Rico, Their activity in this connection 
is described at greater length in Section II, B of this report. 


V. TiiE RIP :iK.O TEL COhPudIGT i-'-Rfl OP PUERTO RICO 


Hie Communist Party of Puerto Rico ( ;, ?artido Comuni sta 
ruertorriqueno" ) ig n Communist Party in it own right 'Olid 
not a district organization of the Communist Party - USA, 
although it subscribes to the same Marxist. Leninist doctrines, 
in this report it will be referred to as the PCP. 

The Communist Party - US A has been declered by the 
.Attorney General of the United States to be a subversive 
organization foiling within the purview of executive Order £9335. 


PC? SUPPORT OP TH': rIP PRIOR TO IHE 

glhpr ■ l : Lucnon of kov: :, her 4 , 1952 


In September, 1952, T-l5 , of known reliability, 
furnished a copy of the send. -monthly official PC? newspaper, 
"Pueblo," Issue /, 4 3, doted September 10, 1952. This issue of 
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"Pueblo" contains an article entitled, "Evaluation of the 
PIP Assembly*" The article stated that the PIP Assembly on 
August 10, 1952 , demonstrated the growing support among "the 
working classes of the towns and rural oreas," Ihe article stated 
that the PIP platform, approved at the Assembly on August 10, 
shows that the leadership of the PIP had mode great efforts to 
secure “for the mosses their basic and fundamental rights." 

Ihe "Pueblo" article stated that the ?CP salutes the successes of 
the PIP os "triumphs which spring from the great struggle of 
our people for the overthrow of the colonial Government of 
1.IUNDZ LARIN and for the conquest of independence. Ihe article 
goes on to complain, however, that the PIP Assembly failed to 
condemn what it termed "Yankee aggression in Korea" and 
complained that “the high commend of the PIP concentrates its 
critical action upon IsUNOZ MARIN in a way which seems to indicate 
the fact that the Governor is simply a steward, v/hose mission 
is to do the bidding of the Imperialists..." 


necessary to point out that some PIP leaders held retrogressive 
and anti-labor ideas. Ihe article stoted that the PTP Treasurer, 
IIECIDR RAIDS iiILDSO is such a man and complained that RAIDS 
recently defended 0 North American flipping company "against 
the just claims of the wharf workers." 


classes and contradictory interests, but that "the PIP is 
highly influential as an instrument of opposition against ■the 
colonial regime and for independence. 


ait, set forth portions of the speeches 
made at a political meeting held by the POP on August 29, 1952, 
in the Villa Palneras area of Santurce, Puerto Rico. Ihe 
Police Report reflects that the sponsors at this FCP rally 
invited the listeners to vote for the candidates of the PIP 
in the elections to be held on November 4, 1952, but asked than 
to write in the name of the PC? candidate for the House of 
Representatives, DEU5DEDIT MARRERO. Ihe first speaker, JOSE 
LUIS GONZALEZ stated, among other things, "the Communist Party 


Ihe "Pueblo" article further stated that it is 


Ihe article states that the PIP is a party of diverse 



Police Report dated September 2, 1952, Lieutenant 
HHP of the Internal Security Division, Puerto 
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asks the people not only to bring their candidate (M-ffiRIRO) 
to the polls, but also to vote in fevor of the independence of 
Puerto Rico. A vote under the cross, which is the standard of 
the Independence Party of Puerto Rico, is a vote for the 
independence of Puerto Rico and a vote against the corruption 
and dishonor existing in this country. Ibis doesn’t mean that 
the Communist Party and the Independence Party are the same 
thing. Ihey are two distinct parties, but we, the Communists, 
won’t agree to letting the Government rob us of the right 
to take part in the elections. 11 

Hie Police Report indicates that another speaker, 
PERCEDES ARROYO stated, among other things, "the Communist 
Party of Fuerto Rico in its wish to carry the working class 
of Puerto Rico triumphantly forward, urges you to give your 
vote to the Independence Farty in the coming elections, and to 
give your vote to DEOSDEDIT I11RRPR0 as Cendidete-at-large to 
the House of Representatives..." 

Ihe last speaker at the rally held on August 29, 19f>2, 
was JUAN SAEZ CO RALES. Ihe Police Report quotes him as stating, 
c-mong other things, "... we cannot participate in the elections 
os the Communist Party of Puerto Rico because we have not been 
able to register. But, the Contaunist Party is counting on your 
support, workers, to take part in the coming election by 
supporting its candidates, DP US DIBIT iiiHRPRQ and lARTI PIANO 
AYALA. . . but, as we are also interested in having the forces 
of progress unitein Puerto Rico, which forces are none other 
than the forces fighting for the independence of Puerto Rico, 
we, the Communists, who are not a party associated with the PIP, 
advise all the voters not only to vote for DEtBDEDIT IIARRERQ, 
but to vote at the same time for the only party in Puerto Rico 
fighting for independence, which party is the PIP..." 

(According to T-l6, of known reliability, JOSE LUIS 
GONZALEZ is a POP intellectual and youth leader; MERCEDES 
ARROYO is a member of the Communist Party - USA, in New York City 
JUAN 3AEZ COR'XES is the Secretory of Labor on the Central 
Committee oi the POP.) 
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On Septe mber 9, 1952, Lieutenant i 

of tile Puerto Rico Folice Detachment 

of Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, advised that recently in the. 
Barrios of Rio Piedras, he had observed LEONARD SIDNEY SCKLAFIR 
on numerous occasions making speeches at rallies of the PIP. 

He said that he noted that the PIP hed been introducing 
SCKLAFIR as one of the many ' thousands of North Americans who 
are in empathy -with the idea of independence for Puerto Rico. 

Early in October, 1952, T-l5 advised that SCHLAFER, 
a friend of the POP Central Committee member, JUAN EPiDANUELLI , 
had gone to the PCP Printing Shop bringing vdth him CHARLES 
ArOIITE, desc ribed as the PIP candida te for Kayor.of Cagua s. 
Puerto 

Later in October, 

fos speaking at PIP political meetings 
and at the some time ^distributing leaflets vhich were printed 
at -PCP -Printing Shop’, propogandizing declarations by one 
Father DUFFY of New York City who hed come out for Puerto 
Rican independence.- 



T-l6 made available one of the leaflets printed at 
the FCF Printing Shop and distributed by SCHLAFER. This leaflet 
sets forth remarks alleged to have appeared in a letter written 
by Father CLARENCE E. DUFFY of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
United States, favoring the independence of Puerto Rico. Ihe 
leaflet alleges that this letter had been directed to LEONARD S. 
S CHEAPER as President of the PIP Committee at Puerto Nuevo, 
Puerto Rico. 

(LEONARD SIDNEY 5 CHEAPER was discharged from a 
position with the Government of Puerto Rico on February 5, I95l> 
because of Communist affiliation. According to T-l6, 3CHLAFLR • 
is an expelled member of the PCP and was formerly a member of 
the Communist Party - USA. SCfiLAFIR is the President of the PIP 
Committee for Puerto Nuevo, Puerto Rico.) 


During September, 1952, T- l6 fur nished info rmation 

a meetini 

S ant urce, Puerto rticST irccordmg 
^discussed whether or not PCP speakers 




8 

1 
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should recommend thet their listeners vote for the PIP as 
well as for DEUSDEOTT 1L\HH2KQ , the POP candidate for tile 
Insular Legislature, according to T-l6, some POP leaders 
felt that people might be confused in voting for the II? 
and a PC? candidate and therefore cast votes which would be 
invalidated because of errors in form. 


^^^^^^^pQ^^^Repor^date^September 2?, 1952, 
k Captain internal 

Security Divi sion^Puerto Rico ro^R^^^artircnt , set forth 
portions of the speeches which had been made at a PC? 
political rally held on September 19, 1952, in Barriada 
Las Monjas of He to Rey, Puerto Rico. According to the 
Police Report, JUAN SANTOS RIVERA made a lengthy speech in 
which he said, among other things, "the Communist Party, 
whichhas no alliance and no association with the PIP, ... 
will vote with the PIP in the coming elections. And, just 
as in 1940, when th^ Communist Party threw_ itself into the 
street to applaud and help organize the Popular Party (Popular 
Democratic Party - majority perty in Puerto Rico), and as 
also, mistakenly,, in 1944, with the Popular Party, we 
are now calling upon you, fellow workers, men and women, to 
vote for the PIP because it is the only party which has a 
program ... for the people of Puerto Rico, and I also ask 
you to bring our candidate, UEUSDLDIT K* RRIRO , to the House 
of Representatives. 


According to the Police Report, the last 
speaker at the PCP rally on September 19 was RAPDN HTRAAAL 
from whose remark the following is set forth: "But the 

majority of the honorable leadership of the PIP,... personified 
in its President, Dr. 0IL2IR30 C0I;C2ICI0N D2 GRACIA, and 
personified in FPRNAH.X ;iLAK (PIP candidate for Governor).. • 
will have our vote, the votes of the Communists, of our 
families, and friends... perhaps many will find it strange 
thet we, the Communists, with a distinct ideal and with a 
distinct objective, should give our votes to the PIP. T/e 
give them our votes because the PIP, in the first place, is 
the only electo rally registered party which fights sincerely 
and legally for the independence of Puerto Rico, and in the 
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second place, we give them our votes and we fight ardently 
for the triumph of the PIP, because it has a live program 
which will begin to solve the economic, social, and political 
problems of our people ... we will vote for the PIP. despite 
the fact that a certain HECTOR RAIDS ivEUDSQ , an organizer 
of that party, is a reactionary with the same ideas as 
JiUIiOZ IL3RIH. Instead of this man, we will vote for iEUSDEDIT 
LIARRLRQ in the column for r c-pr e s ent at i ve to the House. 

(According to T-16, JUAN SANTOS RIVERA is tlie 
Chairman of the POP Central Committee; vhile, RAJDN IflRABAL 
is the Secretary of Organization on the PCP Central Committee.) 

During Sept enter, 1952, T-12, of known 
reliability, advised that in the Cogues area, the PCP was 
working with the PIP, hoping that the FIP would be successful 
in the coming election. 

r 

b 70 

L 


(According to T-16, I-AEL0 GARCIA is the Secretary 
of Finance on the FCP Central Committee. At the time of this 
rally, he was PCP Secretary of Education on the Central Committee.) 

On October 8, 1952, o PCP political rally was 
held rt Ponce, Puerto Rico. In speaking to the spectators at 
this rally, COi'SuLLO BURGOS JE SALE COR'LES was heard to make 
an appeal for those listening to vote for the PIP in the elections 
to be held on November 4, 1952. 


On October 7, 1952, Insular Police Officer, 
of the Puerto Rico Police Department Detachment 
at Arecibo, Puerto Rico, made available a Pol ice Report dated 
October 4, 1952, by Detective Internal 

Security .Detachment, Puerto Rico Police Department, Arecibo, 
Puerto Rico, lhis Police Report indicates that on October 3, 
1952, the PCP conducted a public campaign meeting ot Arecibo, 
during \hLch RALDN IHRABAL and PABLO GARCIA asked those listening 
to vote for the PIP. 


• 

\ ..V' 
‘‘.•A 

. s A 


(According to T-16, COiSUELO BURGOS is the 
Secretary of Press and Propoganda on the PCP Central Committee. ) 
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During October, 1952, T-12 stated that such 
individuals in the Caguas area as had previously spoken 
favorably of the PCP, were now supporting the PIP. The 
informant mentioned that ANIB.iL LEBRON CARRION was now 
..propagandizing in favor of the PIP. The informant expressed 
the opinion that the PCP sincerely hoped that the PIP would 
win in the coming elections. According to T-12, LEEKQN has 
been one of the strongest supporters of the PCP in the Ceguas 
area. 


On October 6, 1952, the San Juan newspaper, 

“ID. Imparcinl" carried on article headlined, “Communists 
Announce They Will Vote For Hie PIP, 11 This article reflects 
that on October 1, 1952, C^SAR ANDRLU IGLLSIAS, a leader of 
the PCP, had sent an open letter to Dr. GILBLRI0 CONCEPCION 
DA GRACIA, the President of the PIP announcing that the PC? 
had decided to advise its members, associates, and sympathizers 
to vote for the PIF os the only registered party which advocates 
the independence of Puerto Rico. In his letter, CESAR ANBRIU 
stated that this decision was in keeping with the feelings 
of the PCP, but also with those of the Independentists 
masses, who, he said, like the members of the PCP, Bee in the 
defeat of the Government of IIUNOZ MARIN the first step toward 
independence. 


The article reflects that in another paragraph of 
his letter, CESAR ANDREU added that the Communists are aware 
that there are some persons among PIP leadership, like the 
lawyer, HECTOR R'-.VDS HltDSO, “who, influenced by the colonial 
policy of Yankee Imperialism, assume a reactionary and anti- 
labor attitude." CESAR M-JDREU added that the public is 
talcing notice of the fact that "in their desire to eliminate 
Communists in the struggle for National independence, these men 
are in agreement with Yankee Imperialism and with its agents, 
such os President TRUMAN and Governor MUNOZ KARIN. " 

(According to T-16, CESAR •* NDREU is the Secretaiy 
General of the PCP.) 
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During October, 1952, T-18, of known reliability, 
made available a six-page leaflet entitled, "Electoral Campaign 
Bulletin, 11 doted October 20, 1952, w^ich hod been published 
by the FCP and which set forth on pages 1 and 2 the following 
text of the public letter v*hich the PCP President had sent to 
the President of the PIP on October 1, 1952. Ihis letter is 
translated as follows: 


"Dear Compatriot: 

"In its lest National Assembly, the Communist 
Party of Puerto Rico agreed to take port in the 
elections next November 4, nominating comrade 
DEUSDEDIT JliRRLHD as independent candidate for 
Representative at Large, 

"Also, in the Hunicipality of Cabo Rojo, 
our Party has presented comrade IIARlli-lAl'D AYALA 
as independent candidate for Mayor of that town, 

"However, since our Party is not registered fbr 
voting, the Assembly agreed to direct our affiliates, 
friends, and sympathisers, and the people in general, 
to vote for the candidates of the Independence aerty 
of Puerto Rico, the only registered party which advocates 
the attainment of national independence.,, 

"That agreement corresponds not only to the feeling 
of the members of our Party, but also to that of the 
Independfeirtist masseswhich, like us, see in the defeat 
of the government of IIUIDZ MARIN, the first step toward 
the triumph of independence, 

"On reaching the agreement of electoral support 
of the lndependen.ee Party of Fuerto Rico, we bore in 
mind the fact that the Independence Party has in its 
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administration persons who have shown, 
all along, evidence of firm end solid 
independence convictions; you are an example, 
as well as Hr. FERNANDO MILAN, gubernatorial 
candidate, Mrs. CAHHEN RIVER! DE ALVARADO, 
candidate for Resident Commissioner in 
Washington, and others. 

'Eve arc also aware, however, that among 
the leaders of your party there are some, 

Attorney HECTOR RAIDS IGADSO, for example, who, 
influenced by the colonial policy of Xankee 
imperialism, assume a reoctionary end anti- 
labor attitude. Such is the case of those who, 
defending the interests of North American 
corporations from their lawyers' offices, 
hipocritically present themselves before the 
people as champions of independence. 

•'It is a startling fact that these men 
agree with imperialism end its agents, with 

TRu'-IN and HUiXE lEtRIil, in their desire to 

* 

eliminate Communists from the struggle for 
notional independence. It is known that 
Communists all over the world, and particularly 
in Puerto Rico, have always shown their militant 
dedication to the independence cause. Trying to 
exclude them is helping to weaken the independence 
campaign and strengthening the maintenance of 
colonialism, 

"There can be no independence for our people 
ty means of alliances with the North American 
financial interests and their agents in Puerto 
Rico, Independence will not be won in the 
absence of, and viithout the unity ond participa- 
tion of, the working class, country peqple, and 
progressive bourgeoisie. That is, those 
manufacturers, merchants, and formers whose 
interests ore adversely affected by imperialist 
domino ti on. 
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"Independence will be won in an. open 
fight against imperialism, end not in the hope 
of concessions on the part of those who have 
oppressed our people for so many years; those, 
who have wanted to perpetrate colonialism 
through colonial "constitution; 1 ’ those who try 
to make of our enslaved fatherland a new 
Yankee sate lli te in the UN; those who have not 
hesitated to send our youth to serve as cannon 
fodder in Korea, attacking a people who have 
done nothing to us and who, like our own 
people, are fighting for their national 
emancipation; those who sponsor the coups d'etat 
against the democratic governments in Latin 
America; and those who ally themselves with 
the followers of HtUJILLO in Santo Domingo; 

FR' ICO in Spain; SYNGil'AN RHZE in Korea; 

CHIANS KAI SIIEK in Formosa; and the United 
Fruit Company in Guatemala. 

"In order to attain and strengthen the 
independence, we must tighten relations vdth 
the oppressed Latin American peoples, as well 
as vdth the free peoples of Europe and Asia, 
with the Soviet Uhion, People's 
Republic of China, and the New Democracies, 
anxious to establish diplomatic and commercial 
relations with all the countries on the basis 
of peace and mutual respect, Ihere we have 
wide end prosperous merkets reaefy to bvy our 
sugar, tobacco, coffee, fruits, and the 
products of our basic industry, crushed by the 
imperialist domination of our econony, 

"If our people were not subjected to 
colonialism, the People's Democracies, such 
as the Soviet Union, would constitute the best 
markets for our products, ond that commerce 
would be a definite bose for the solution of 
our problems: the development of industry, 

substantial lowering of the cost of living. 
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greater possibilities of extending social 
services on the part of the state. 

"Ihe struggle for our native indepen- 
dence is in the process of being developed 
■with prospects of resounding triumphs in the 
immediate future, Ihose triumphs will be 
attoined and v;ill be hastened in the measure 
that on extensive front of national libera- 
tion' of all the forces fighting for indepen- 
dence is developed, 

"For peace and democracy, for the 
speediest triumph of independence, we are 
pleased to sign ourselves. 


attentively 

js/ CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

Communist Party of Puerto Rico" 


In October, 1952, T-18 advised that during a recent 
?CP campaign effort et Ponce, Puerto Rico, PABLO GARCIA of the 
PC? received a telephone call from the PIP candidate for 
Governor, FERNANDO II LAN, JR. protesting against GARCIA* s 
announcements over the POP public address system. According to 
T-l3, GARCIA had been announcing PC? support for the FI? with 
certain emphasis on PIP candidates, including the PIP candidate 
for Governor. According to T-18, lIIL.u'1 emphatically expressed 
his desire that no further announcements be made by the PCP, 

In his column, "Lo yue Yo Se" (What I Know), which 
appeared in the San Juan newspaper, "El Imparcial, " on October 
8, 1952, TEDFILO ILALDONAIX), a political commentator, stated 
that recently "La Democrocia," the weekly paper of the Popular 
Democratic Party, had carried an article stating that the PIP 
"maintains groups of orators who go through all the towns calling 
out the following harangue: 'Vote for the PIP so that your son 
and your brothers will not have to shed their blood in Korea 
for foreign republics and foreign freedoms, ' According to 
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I'.viLDOKiiDO, the article in "La Democracia" added, ’ "This harangue 
can only favor the plans of the Communist Party of Russia. 

Ijoscov/ realizes its plans in tvjo "ways: Ry infiltrating political 

parties and labor organizations, or by furnishing money to 
finance campaigns to discredit the United States*. "iihlch of 
these two methods are the Communist using in order to moke 
use of a public address system and the orators of the PIP?" 

Isr, H'l OOiaDO stated that in his column on 
October 7, 1953, Dr. GILBERTS COHCHCIOH DL GRACIA informed 
him that he had not reed the above-mentioned comments in "La 
Democracia," but that he had heard more or less the same 
allegations on the Popular Party radio program, "El Qiario 
Hablado," (Daily Talk). Hr. M.'iLDOiiiVDO stated that Dr. 

CGHCEPCIOW gave him the following statement on the matter: 

. "There are no words in the Spanish 
language which could adequately describe the 
action of those v^ho are responsible for this. 

Tb describe their actions, it is necessary to 
use harsh words which yet fell far short of 
describing this behavior. It is a low blow, 
an act of political desperation, a despicable 
act. I wish, nevertheless, to state the 
following: The Popular Party is the Government 

party. It controls all the instruments of 
public investigation. It controls ell of the 
District attorneys, the secret (internal Security) 
agents, and the baric examiners. The Popular Party 
agitators allege that we ore receiving money from 
Russia. If such a thing were true, yjc would be 
committing a Federal Offense since we vould be 
the direct agents of o foreign power without 
having made a public declaration of that relation- 
ship, Those men vjho thus slander and defame us, 
being as they are, the government of Puerto Rico, 
have the obligation of proving their allegations 
and of seeing to it that we be prosecuted in 
Federal Court. If they do not do so, they v/ill 
stand before public opinion as confessed slanderers 
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end as admitted liars. I invite the 
Governor, HUNDZ MARIN, to state whether 
he is in agreement with these accusations, 
which have appeared in two organs of his 
Forty. !l 

Mr. MALDONADO further stated in his column that in 
connection with the Communist theme. Dr. CONCEPCION DE GRACIA 
informed him that he had received o letter telling him of the 
decision of the Communist Party of Puerto Rico to instruct its 
voters to vote for the PI: on November 4, 1952. Dr. CONCEPCION 
indicated that "El Imparcial" had received a copy of this 
letter before he had. According to MALDONADO , Dr. CONCEPCION 
commented : 


"In connection with this communication, 

I must state that the PIP stands for an 
ideological position completely opposed 
to that of the Communist Party. In our 
platform, we specifically maintain the 
right of the people to enjoy their private 
property and the duty of the government to 
encourage the enjoyment of this right. 

Moreover, v/c clearly state in our platform 
that the people must be guaranteed their 
civil liberties which include: Freedom of 

religion, freedom of the press, the right to 
organize and assemble freely, and other 
rights con substantial with the liberal, 
representative-type democracy which the PIP 
supports. It is our duty to clearly state 
to those who may vote for our Party next 
November 4, that our platform is diametrically 
opposed to the program of the Communist Party." • 

In his column, "Lo Que Yo Se," which appeared in 
the October 14, 1952 issue of "El Imparcial," TEOFILO MMJXHTJDO , 
political edraneht-to'r^ printed a" letter from C.'RLOS •PjO-IA.IT 
the Director «^E1 DLcri-' , iif , b‘Ir.c 1 .c)".ond rn editor _o£:/5»o . JQ^mp.cracia , " 
both - of. vhich are organs of the Popular Party'... , Yhia -Letter, j V 
commented on the remarks of Dr, GILBERTO CONCEPCION 
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UE GRACIA which had appeared in this column on October 8, 
1952, to the effect that the platform of the PIP* is 
diametrically opposed to that of the PCP. Ihe letter from 
CARLOS SD.'.C.N BIPITEZ is translated as follows: 


"It is vepy significant that the leader 
of the PI? should discuss in an ambiguous 
and disillusioning manner, the support 
which has been publicly offered to his 
party by the Communist Party of Puerto 
Rico. He does not repudiate it. He 
simply states that the two ideologies are 
antagonistic, but facts show, not only the 
Communists hove voted and continued to 
vote for the PIP, but that the PIP, officially, 
has recruited prominent Communist leaders 
to act as its representatives in the electoral 
colleges. I have here the irrefutable proof; 
Juan 3AIC CORALES, Vice-President of the PCP, 
was designated by the PIP as secretary at Poll 
#102 of tiie First Precinct of Rio Piedras 
for the referendum held on June 4, 1951, 
and he signed the voters* register in his 
capacity as representative of the PIP. JUAIT 
SAiFIDd RIVLRA, the Secretary-General of the 
PCF, was designated by the PIP as inspector 
at Poll #177 of the First Precinct of Rio 
Piedras in the referendum held on June 4, 

1951, and in his capacity as representative 
of the PIP, he signed the voters’ register. 

'Ihis can neither be denied nor concealed 
by the PIP leader, no matter how much effort 
he may make to do so. 

"It is an astonishingly weak subterfuge that 
the PIP leader resorts to when he says that the 
government of Puerto Rico possesses means of 
investigation the banks to determine whether 
Russia aids the PIP with money. Such a defense 
would not even occur to * J Lf PI L'H.AS* ( a nobody 
literally JO HP ViOOL) but it does occur to DOK 
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GILBERTD. God protect such an innocent! 

Even the FBI itself, with all its wide- 
spread and potent means, finds it impossible 
to dc-tormine how end from whence the Communists 
of the- nation receive aidi Iliet which is not 
a secret from anyone is that the FI? had to 
bo receiving economic aid from someplace. In 
1948, it was from Santo Domingo. Hiis year, 
whore- is it from? It is well known that daily 
the PIP publishes by radio, the names of all 
ehe contributors to that party and the. amounts 
that they donate. We can prove that what they 
uevulgc in one month would not be enough to 
pay for c single week of their radio program* 
But, nevertheless, the PIP, besides its 
daily program, has other broadcasts and mess 
meetings which cost e groat deal of money, 
and maintains a caravan of vehicles of all 
typos, equipped with costly public address 
systems; and it has lavish clubs (local 
headquarters) equipped with many lights and 
flags which represent large expenditures* 

If this money does not come from ’the 
contributions officially announced by the 
Part;' itself, from whence does it come? 

From whence?" 

On October 27, 1952, the San Juan newspaper "EL 
Mundo" carried an article reflecting that the Executive Committee 
of Ihe FIP had agreed to reject oficially "in a most energetic 
manner," the electoral support of the Communists of Puerto Rico. 
In announcing this decision, the PIP President, Dr. GILBERIO 
COl'ICiFClON DE GRACIA, declared that the PIF "has never maintained 
and does not presently maintain any sort of relationship with 
the Communist Party." Hie newspaper article states that the 
Executive Committee of the FIP discussed the letter which had 
been sent to Dr. CGAC..PCIOD DE GRACIA by leaders of the PCP, 
offering the PIP the votes of the Puerto Rican Comm'uiists. The 
article says that in regard to \his letter, and in regard to 
other recommendations to vote for the PIP which the Communists 
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of the Island have been making at public meetings 
sponsored by the Communist Party, the PIP leader authorized 
the following statement: 

"The Independence Party of Puerto Rico rejected 
in a most energetic manner, the votes which 
have been offered it by the Communist Party. 

Hie Executive Committee of the Independence 
Party officially agreed upon this at a meeting 
at which I submitted for consideration, the 
letter which they (The FC?) sent to me. Hie 
Independence Party of x'uerto Rico maintains 
and supports a platform completely opposed to 
Communism end the Communist Party. For this 
reason, our party' cannot accept end does not 
accept the Communist votes which are offered 
to it . Hie Independence Party of Puerto Rico 
declares, furthermore, that it has never 
maintained and does not presently maintain, 
any sort of relationship with the Communist 
Forty. :| 

This official statement of the PIP was also 
published in on article appearing in the San Juan newspaper, 

"El Imparciol" on October 27, 1952» 

On October 28, 1992, the San Juan newspaper, 

"El Mundo" carried an article reflecting that in connection 
with the refusal of Communist votes, by Doctor GIL2EP.ID 
CQwCi^CIOii Hi:. GIUCI.s, oeli-'i iDEUjjiS, the occretary - 

General of tile Popular Democratic Party, had made the following 
statement; 

"It is very late for the- President of the 
PIF to be rejecting the votes which were 
offered him more than three weeks ago by 
the President of the PGP. It is very late, 
because the PIF President should have 
refused those votes automatically." 

(Here follow two paragraphs in which SOLE 
restates the facts, mentioned above, 
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concerning tiic referendum of June. 

4, 1951, in vhich JUAN SAEi COR'-LFS 
and JUAN SANTOS RIVERA, represented 
the RIP at Rolls 102 and 177 
respectively, of the First Precinct 
of Rio Piedras, *016 36 paragraphs 
arc not being translated or set forth 
since they contoin no additional 
information*) 

t 

“And it is very lote also, when GILBERTO 
CONCEPCION DL GRACIA has Presidents of 
FIP Committees who have been dismissed 
from their jobs in Puerto Rico on the 
grounds that they have been connected 
with Communist activities. And it is 
very late also, when GILBERTO CONCEPCION 
DE GRACIA, at this very moment in this 
campaign, has his Party advocating the 
weakening of the Armies of Democraqy 
which are standing against Communism in 
Korea. The people of Puerto Rico ere 
more intelligent than CONCEPCION DE 
GPACIA believes, end therefore, the 
statement which, after so much thought, 
he has given to the press, rejecting the 
decision of the Communist Party to vote 
for the Party of GILBERTO CONCEPCION D2 
GRACIA, will not cleanse sway the red 
stains which cover his Party end which 
do not escape the native sharpness of 
wit which our people possess for judging 
facts for vhat they are and not for what 
someone may wish to make them appear as* H 

On October 29, 1952, the San Juan newspaper, 
“El Imparcial, 11 carried an article stating that on November 
4, LUIS AfUEOZ MARIN, the President of the Popular Democratic 
Party, had issued a statement declaring that he had not said 
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that the Indepcndentists (PIP members) ore Communists* 
According to the article, Governor r.UNOZ li'.HIN stated that 
11 Hie Indepcndentists are not Communists although some 
Communists are Independc-ntists." He declared, "The 
Indepcndentists are mistaken Puerto Ricans, who desire an 
•Estado Libre Sepnrado 1 (separate free state) instead of an 
•Lstado Libre -sociado* (associated free state - officially 
translated Commonwealth.)" 


concerning rCr campaign activity in various towns of the 




campaign team held on October 23, 1952, at Son Sebastian, 
Puerto Piico, members of the PI? in that locality held a 
public demonstration in vhieh they proclaimed they were not 
Communists and did not wish to accept any support from the 
POP. T-18 reported that on October 29, 1952, the PGP campaign 
team traveled from Koyaguez, Puerto Rico, to San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, stopping from time to time to distribute POP handbills 
containing the open letter of the PCP President to the 
President of the PIP and instructing the voters how to cast 
their vote for the PIP and at the same time vote for the 
PCP condidate, DLUSDLJIT PAPPlEHD. 


that the PCP member, RAFA.LL P.O.'PlRO, had worked on election day 
on November 4, 1952, as a PIP election worker at voting precinct 
£75 in the Acosta School at Sonturcc-, Puerto Rico, T-l5 
advised that PCP leaders held meetings on November 3, 1952, 
at which they agreed to leave it to the discretion of the 


During October, 1952, T-l8 furnished information 



T-18 reported that after a meeting that the PC? 


In November, 1952, T-l5 reported having learned 
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individual POP members as to 'whether they should donate 
their services os PIP election workers on November 4, 1952 , 


3. THE POP AMD THE PIP FROM NDVLMBUt 
4, 1952, THROUC-H JUNE 19, 1953. 


In November, 1952, T-l6 made available a 
mimeographed pamphlet entitled “Balance de Las Hecciones" 

(results of the election) which is signed by the Central 
Committee of the PGP over the names of CESAR ANB3EU IGL2SIAS, 
Secretary-General, and JUAH S ? NT03 RIVLRi, Chairman. This 
pamphlet is on analysis of the November 4, 1952 elections 
held in Puerto Rico and, among other things^ argues that the 
question as to whether Puerto Rican soldiers should fight in 
Korea -was one of the most important issues of the election. 

Hie PC? analysis points out that the PIP condemned the 
drafting of Puerto Rican soldiers into the wo r without the 
consent of the Puerto Rican people, but adds that the PIP 
foiled to make proper use of the issue and, in fact, surrendered 
to the position of the .'Majority Party, the Popular Democratic 
Party, by refusing to condemn the Korean bottle ss “Imperialistic. “ 

Hie PC? analysis declared that the PIP by refusing 
to condemn the imperialistic character of the American 
intervention in Korea, thereby placed itself humbly at the side 
of “Yankee Imperialism. “ 

Hie PGP election analysis listed a number of 
legislative points which should be approved by the Insular 
Legislature, It is noted certain of these proposals of the 
PGP ore similar to measures which were introduced into the 
Legislature bj r the PIP during the session from January to 
June, 1953. 'These measures include; 

1. Withdrawal of Puerto Rican troops from 
Korea in the near future. 
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2 . Exemption of Fuerto Rico from 
Compulsory Military Training, 

3. Return to Puerto Rico control of 
lend in Puerto Rico presently . 
under the control of the military 
forces of the United States, 

4. Revision of the Minimum Rage Law 
and legislation to increase 
salaries, 

5. Exemption of Puerto Rico from the 
Taft -Hartley Act, 

6. Amnesty for PEDRO ALBIZU C.‘,P03 
and other imprisoned NPFR members, 

7. Propcriional representation in the 
Municipal Assemblies of Puerto Rico, 


Late in November. 19 52 . T-16 



LLLiZER CURET CUEVAS was described by T-16 as a FCF' intellectual 
and devoted Marxist, and member of the PCF Financia l and 
Educational Commissions, According to T-16, 


wont to see the President of the FIFE According to 1-1 o , 

GUR1T went to the office of Dr, COWCPPCION and was told by the 
latter that the PIP Legislators - Elect had met and discussed 
legislation to be presented at the Legislative session viiich 
would begin in January, 1953* Dr, COKCEPCIOW repeatedly told 
CLRIT that among these projects was pne asking for an investi- 
gation of the activities of Communists within the Majority 
Party, idle Popular Democratic Perty, According to T-16, 
the PIP President also told CURET that the PIP legislators had 
in mind a measure concerning the Puerto Rican economy as a 
colony of the United States, and that in connection with tlii3 
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project, the PIP legislators had need of the services of an 
economist like CURET, Dr. COi’CI’PCION reportedly told CURET 
that hJNRIQUE CABRERA, had suggested CURST as the nan who could 
prepare the necessary background of economic data; the PIP 
President reportedly added that MARCOS A. RAMIREZ had pointed 
out os an objection that CURET is a Communist, 

T-16 reported having learned that GURET pointed out 
to Dr. CONCEPCION that he, CURET, was a Communist but that since 
the matter related to the obtaining of independence for Puerto 
Rico, he wo uld accept the assignment provided his name v/as not 
made public. According to T-l6, Dr. CONCEPCION answered that he 
would give the matter some more thought, to which CURET answered 
that he would think it over and answer et a later date. T-l6 
related that this interview between the IIP President and 
PLILZZR CURET CUEVAS took place on November 27, 1952. 

T-16 stated that the question cs to whether or not 
CURLT should do this work for the PIP v/as discussed by the 
Central Committee of the PCP, According to T-16, the POP Central 
Committee approved o motion that CURET tell Dr. CONCEPCION that 
he would not be able to work with the PIP since, if he were to 
do so, he would not be free to do his open, militant work with 
the PCP. 


In March, 1953, T-16 reported that the PCP is 
studying the legislation which has been presented in the Puerto 
Rican Legislature by the legislators of the rIP, and that the 
PCP plan to publish their opinions os to these measures. 

According to T-16, the PCP is considering the legislation which 
the PIP legislators had presented asking that Puerto Rico be 
exempted from the Taft -Hartley Act of the United States Congress. 
According to T-l6, the PC? believes that if the United States 
Government should exclude Puerto Rico from the Taft-Hartley Act, 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico would immediately enact 
legislation of a similar nature, but nothing would be gained. 
According to T-l6, the PCP has discussed the proposition of asking 
that the legislation formulated by the FIP be. amended to include 
a provision that no similar legislation aiould be made by the 
Commonwealth Government. 
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In March, 195 3 . T-16 reported having learned that 
VINCENTE GETGIL POLANCO 



According to T-l6, POLANCO has prepared PIP legislation 
relation to various important matters such as the request 
that Puerto Rican soldiers be returned from Korea and the 
request that the Puerto Ricans be excluded from the operation 
of the 'Taft-Hartley Act, 

(VINCENTE GE2GEL POL'NCQ is presently the 
Legislative Advisor of the PlFj prior to his break with the 
present Governor of Puerto Rico, GIIGEL -was a leading member 
of the Popular Democratic Party, first os Legislative leader 
and later as Attorney General of Puerto Rico,) 





r 

i 


Ry Police .Memorandum dated April 23, 1953, Captain 
fof the Internal Security Bureau, 
Puerto Rico Police Department, reported concerning a PIP 
commemorative activity held ct Maycguez, Puerto Rico, in the 
Flaze de Recreo on the evening of April 16, 1953, approximately 
from 8:35 to 11:40 p.m. 

Cdptain^B^ stated that the speakers at this 
activity were OSCAR rTDIIIl AGUILAR of Moyaguez, who acted 
as the Master of Ceremonies, LUIS FELIPE RAMOS of Mayagv.cz j 
EULIO SOLAR LOPEZ of Mayaguez; JUBN BAUTIST' F '.GAN, a news- 
paper man of San Juan, and Dr, GILBERTO CONCEPCION DE GRACIA, 
President of the PIP. 

The folio van; statements of LUIS FELIPE RAIDS 
are translated from the Police. Memorandum: 
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"I wish to tell you that there is circulating 
here a leaflet of the Communist Party, Do 
not be fooled. The Independence Ferty has 
no connection with the Communist Party, 

The ideals of the Communist Party are 
dictatorial and this is in opposition to 
the ideas of the Independence Party," 


In April, 1953, T-18 reported that Issue ;'T7 
of the "Carta Semonnl" (weekly letter), the official weekly 
news letter of the PCP, which is distributed to PCP members, 
contained on article discussing the celebration of Hay Day 
planned by the "pro-Jay Day Committee." According to this 
issue of "Carta Semanal," a -icy Day celebration would be 
held at the America Theatre in Santurce, Puerto Rico, on the 
evening of Joy 1, 1953, nt which meeting speeches would be 
given by the labor leaders, VICENTE. IDRCIGLIO and JUAIi SAL 2 
COIMLLS, as well as by •LUAV.L ARJOVA 3IACA, a PIP Representative 
in the Legislature of Puerto Rico. 

( VI.CLiv’TL IX7.CIGLI0, according to T-16, is the 
Secretary-General of the CGT - A, a labor union, and Vice- 
President of the Puerto Rican Partisan's Peace Council, which 
according to T-16, is a PCP front group. ) 

(JUVii 3A2Z CORALES is the Secretary of Labor 
of the PCP Central Committee,) 

Early in Hay, 1953* T-16 reported having learned - 
that during a discussion of the preparations for the liny Uay 
commemora tive activity at the America Theatre, it was 
revealed that the PIP legislator, RIF ALL ARJGNA SI.ICA would not 
be able to speak at this activity, T-16 related that according 
to JU1K S.AEZ CORALES, ARJOiI.1 was unable to speak because of the 
pressure put upon him by other PIP leoders to refuse to do so* 

In its issue for 'pril 30, 1953, the Son Juan 
newspaper, "El "undo," printed an article relating that RAFAEL 
ARJOWA SIA.CA, c leader of the PIP, had sent a letter to a 
labor group whose directors included . VICLNTL MORCIGLIO and 
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JLL1N SmEZ CCXIALES declining an invitation which the latter 
had given him to take part in certain public activities on 
the first of Ley. Ihe article further set forth the text 
of JiRJDuA v s letter* In his letter, ARJONA indicated that 
as a leader of the PIP, he could not take part in such an 
activity* 


On May 4, 1953 5 
Internal Security Office,. Puerto Rico Police De pert-rent, 

Ponce, Puerto Pico, advised that about 70 persons had 
attended 0 commemorative activity held st the Ponce Municipal 
Cemetery on May 3 5 1953, on the second anniversary of the 
death of Dr. JOS!'. A. BDLaN. former ?CP leader of 

Ponce, Puerto Rico, 0 fficer®H^ reported that the ceremony 
v;as under the direction of GILB1RI0 COhCEFCION DP GRACIA ?nd 
MGUZL B/iPI/’MOHOE PICOM'R, both of v/ hsn mode speeches at the 
grave of Dr. LAN* UZI. According to^HB SAHvl-iJDE stated 
he- had been a friend of LAHAuZE and had worked with him in 
the org anization of the Communist Party in Puerto Rico • 

stated that B/\rLVD!IDL informed the crowd that he vos 
not now a Go ironist, but that ha was active in the v-orl: of a 
Pe^e Orgcnization. With the exception of IVr; M jjMDE, Officer 
identified all the speakers cs leaders of the PIP end 
he stated that the commemorative ceremony v/as sponsored by the 
♦TP* (it is to be noted that prior to his death, L UIVuZL was 
a member of the Board of Directors of the PIP.) 


In June, 1953* 1-15 advised that on June 8 , 
1953 > £ group of PCP leaders visited Dr* CChCLi QI01J , the 
President of the PIP to try to persuade him to bring before the 
Puerto Rican Legislature the natter of the deportation of 
LDjMIM RM PtRLZ. )AL MIR ABAL* According to T-15, these iCP 
leaders did not expect to have the deportation stopped, but 
wanted it 0 matter of record in the Legislature that a protest 
had been made. 


(Jfrs. MIRABEL is the wife of the PCP Secretary of 
Organization. She was deported from l T .S. territory in June, 
1953, as an alien engaged in Coimiunist Party activity.) 
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In June, 1953, T-18 reported that a group of 
PC? leaders had come to the Puerto Rico Capitol Euilding 
to discuss the matter of the deportation of Lirs, hIRABAL 
with leaders of the Majority Party, the Popular Democratic 
Party, and with leaders of the PIP, According to T-lS, 
these PGP leaders discussed the deportation matter with 
ERPESIC RAIDS AihiONINI, the speaker of the Puerto' Rican 
house of Representatives and the Vice-rresident ox the 
majority Party, the Popular Democratic Party, as. well as 
with -Dr, GILBEiID CONCEPCION DE GRACIA, a PIP Senator and 
the President of tiie PIP, 
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VI. PROS AND CONS ON PIP AS A 

POSSIBLE SOURCE OF VIOLENCE 


A. GENERAL DATA 

In his column, "Lo Que Yo Se ,! (What I Know) , appearing in the San 
Juan newspaper, ’’El Imparcial’ 1 , on October 9, 1952, TEOFILO 
MALDONADO, political commentator’, writes that Dr. GILBSuTO CONCEPCION 
DE GRACIA, the President of the PIP, had issued a statement declar- 
ing that the PIP ’'continues to be the victim, at various places in 
Puerto Rico, of intolerable provocations on the part of agitators 
and leaders of the Popular Democratic Party.” 

MALDONADO set forth the following quotation from Dr. CONCEPCION'S 
public statement: 


"On last Friday (10-3-52), shortly after I left an 
assembly being held at a place called ’Guaypao’, in 
La Perla, San Juan, agitators of the Popular Party 
threw rocks into the place where the assembly was 
being held, and struck the speaker, wounding him on 
the forehead. In addition, they attempted by obscene 
remarks to provoke the Independentists gathered 
there. This very week, a crime occurred in Rio 
Piedras, where the President of our sub-Committee 
for Barrio Israel, was murdered under the most 
shameful conditions. According to the information 
I have received, it was the result of the partisan 
political passion of Popular Party agitators. 

Despite my reiterated protests, despite the fact 
that I informed the Governor that I was myself the 
victim, in Barrio Espino, San Lorenzo, of verbal 
attack and the threat of physical attack on the 
part of agitators of the Popular Party, the Presi- 
dent of that party, who is also the Governor of 
Puerto Rico, h"S done absolutely nothing to prevent 
the repetition of such acts; nor has he made any 
public disavowal of these abominable practices, 
which pervert the fundamental spirit of democracy. 

Our patience is infinite, but in every case we will 
firmly exercise the right to take care of our legiti- 
mate defense. . To the Governor, we state that we, 
ourselves, are going to maintain order in our meet- 
ings, We will not permit anyone to come up and 
interrupt our activities in violation of the law. 



\ 
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The Judicial Criminal Code, which has ruled in 
Puerto Rico for many years prior to the rise to 
power of the Popular Party, and which has not 
been repealed, authorizes any citizen who witnesses 
the commission of a crime, to act as a temporary 
officer of the law, to protect the public peace, 
and to insure that the community will carry on its 
communal life in an atmosphere of right and mutual 
respect, t/e are and will continue to be the inflex 
ible guardians of the law.” 


On October 30» 1952, Detective 

Security Detachment, Puerto Rico Police 



of the Internal 
'Arecibo, Puerto 

Rico, jnade_ available an ins ular police report reflecting that one 

i at Jayuya, Puerto Rico, had reported 

that he had heard it said that FUNDADOR RODRIGUEZ VIRUET, PIP 
dandidate from the district of Utuado, had stated that if the PIP 
should fail to win in the election of November 4 , 1952, th ere would 
be a revolution one month thereafter, Detective^B|iM^ sa id that 
the veracity of the alleged statement by RODRIGUEZ was subject to 
doubt since the information had passed through many hands before 
reaching the police. (FUNDADOR RODRIGUEZ VIRUET was the PIP candi- 
date for the Insular House of Representatives, representing the 
district of Utuado, Puerto Rico.) 


1 

J>7C 


An article appearing in the San Juan newspaper ”E1 Mundo n on 
November 18, 1952, discusses a meeting of PIP leaders held near 
Bayamon, Puerto Rico, on November 16, 1952. The article states 
that a motion was made at this meeting asking that the PIP legis- 
lators renounce the right conceded to all legislators by law to 
carry firearms . The article reflects that this motion was ultimately 
defeated by the argument that the FIF should not renounce any right 
aiven to it by the law. The article states that those PIP leaders 
favoring the motion held that since the PIP preaches peace and order, 
its representatives should not contradict the party principles by 
carrying firearms. Those opposing the motion agreed with this state- 
ment but added that it did not seem acceptable for some legislators 
to arm themselves legally while the legislators of the PIP bound 
themselves not to do so. 

B^no^^^^iformat^r^ul^tin #65, dated January 9, 1953 » Captain 

of the Security Division, 

"Puerto Rico P olic^uepartmen t , reported that JOSE RAFAEL GELPI, JR., 
a FIP member of Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, had made the following state- 
ments to an informant of the Puerto Rico Police Department. GELPI 


cu 
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allegedly stated that the FIP would continue to participate in the 
elections in 1956 and I960, but that after that time the FIP would 
have to resort to some other means of obtaining the independence of 
Puerto Rico and to bring about the downfall of the Popular Party* 
GELPI allegedly stated that this would have to happen unless the 
present Governor of Puerto Rico should die, because if the present 
Governor of Puerto Rico should die, the PIP would be in control of 
the whole government in a very short time. The police informant 
allegedly told GCLFI that the FIP should not resort to terrorist 
methods because that would create a bad public impression and cause 
the FIF to decline in public favor, whereupon, GELFI allegedly 
answered that the PIP might decline for a year, but that after that 
time, independence sentiment would develop with even greater vigor. 

In March 1953 > T-19, of known reliability, expressed the following 
opinions concerning the tactics of the PIP. T-19 stated that the 
PIP uses every opportunity to criticize the Government of the United 
States, According to T-19, the sincerity of the efforts of the PIP 
to obtain Puerto Rican independence through legal methods is highly 
suspect. T-19 stated that these opinions are based on the fact 
that the PIP is continually making attacks upon the present form of 
government in Puerto Rico, aimed at discrediting the democratic 
processes of government in the island. T-19 compared these tactics 
to that of throwing darts as a bullseye target with the hope of 
destroying the bullseye eventually. 

B. ACTIVITIES OF THE FIP SENATOR, 

FR A F CIS CO I-I. SUSONI 


On September 29, 1952, Captain of the Arecibo 

Zone, Fuerto Rico Folice Departm^n^Ladvised that during a conversa- 
tion which he and Detective had had with FRANCISCO 

M. SUSONI, JR. on September 25, 1952, Puerto Rican politics had 
been discussed and remarks had been made concerning the uprising 
staged by members of the NPPR in October 1950. Captain^BPquoted 
SUSONI as having stated, among other things, ,: We are not going to 
kill Puerto Ricans, but if som^h^ig has to be done, we well know 
where we have to go.” Captain^MP expressed the opinion that this 
remark bv SUSONI indicates that SUSONI might possibly support the 
use of violence against American authorities in Puerto Rico, 

In its issue for November 27, 1952, the San Juan newspaper ”E1 
Imparcial” carried an article concerning the trial of the NPPR 
member MANUEL MENA DE JESUS, then on trial in the Arecibo, Puerto 
Rico, Superior Court charged with first degree murder and other 
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offenses committed while participating in the Nationalist uprising 
of October 30 , 1950 . The article reflects that FRANCISCO M. SUSONI, 
JR. , was the defense lawyer for this Nationalist. 

The San Juan newspaper ,? E1 Mundo" in its issue for April 17, 1953 , 
carried articles concerning an impending duel between Senator 
FRANCISCO M. SUSONI, JR. and Senator YLDEFONSO SOLA MORALES , the 
Secretary General of the Popular Democratic Party. According to 
the newspaper articles, the two Fuerto Rican legislators for several 
days had been engaging in recriminatory debate on the floor of the 
Puerto Rican Senate concerning what viewpoint LUIS MUNOZ RIVERA had 
had regarding the question of Puerto Rican independence (LUIS MUNOZ 
RIVERA was a prominent Puerto Rican statesman and political leader. 

He is the father of the present Governor of Puerto Rico.) During 
the debate, charges of dishonesty, cowardness, and cynicism frequently 
were made and on the evening of April 15, 1953, SUSONI closed his 
remarks in the c enate by challenging SOLA to a duel. Senator SOLA 
immediately accepted the challenge. Each of the prospective duelists 
appointed other senators as their seconds. 

An article appearing in the San Juan newspaper ,; E1 Imparcial" on 
April 19, 1953 reflects that SOLA’s seconds were Senators VICTOR 
GUTIERREZ FRANQUI and ERNESTO JUAN FONFRIAS, while the seconds of 
SUSONI were Senators GILBERTO CONCEPCION DE GRACIA and WILLIAM 
CORDOVA CHIRINO. 'ccording to the r, El Imparcial" article, the 
seconds of Senator SOLA informed those of SUSONI that SOLA proposed 
to fight to the death with pistols. The article indicated that since 
dueling is against the laws of Fuerto Rico, the Puerto Rico Police 
Department was taking every precaution to prevent the duel from 
taking place. ... 

The San Juan ' newspaper ” El Mundo” in its issue for April 21, 1953, 
carried an article reflecting that the seconds of SUSONI and SOLA 
had negotiated with one another and had found a solution preventing 
the necessity of the duel. The article reflects that on April. 20, 
1953, a document signed by the four seconds was submitted to the 
Secretary of the Senate of Puerto Rico. This document reflects 
that the seconds had come to the conclusion that the offensive 
words used by Senators SUSONI and SOLA were not intended to wound 
the personal honor of either, and that the differences between SOLA 
and SUSONI were of a political nature. 

The question remained as to the fact that the FIP Senators had 
violated the penal code of Puerto Rico which denies office to any 
citizen who might fight a duel with deadly weapons or send or accept 
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a challenge to such a duel. An article appearing in "'51 Mundo" 
on April 23 , 1953, reflects that Senators SUSONI and SOLA were 
charred with having violated the law in agreeing to take part 
in the duel but the Superior Court Judge, before whom the accusa- 
tion was filed, was asked not to issue an order of arrest or to 
fix bond for the Senators. The r, El Mundo” article reflects that 
prior to the time when the Judge would have announced the date 
for a hearing in this matter, the Governor of Puerto Rico, LUIS 
MUNOZ MARIN, announced that he would pardon both of the Senators. 
In his statement of pardon, the Governor declared that "Dueling 
is retrogressive and deeply contrary to the democratic culture 
of our people..." He added, however, "It was not the intention 
of these citizens to violate deliberately the law of the land 
and for this reason they are granted pardon." 


VII. MISCELLANEOUS 

A. " ASOCIACION FRO INDEPENDENCE 
DE PUERTO RICO" 


San Juan newspaper "El Imparcial" on January 16, 1953, carried an 
International News Service dispatch, datelined January 15, 1953 at 
New York, reflecting that recently the "Asociacion Pro Independencia 
de Puerto Rico 11 (Association for the Independence of Puerto Rico) 
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elected the following persons as its directors: 

MODESTO MUNOZ - President; 

HOMERO ROSADO - Secretary; 

RAUL ACOSTA - Treasurer; 

CARLOS CARC5L - “Vocal" ; Chairman of the Committee 

on Economic-Social Organization; 

FRANCISCO O’NEILL - ’'Vocal” ; Chairman of the. Committee 

on Political-Cultural Organization. 

The article states that others who attended this gathering were: 
MERCEDES D5 GARCIA, FELICIDAD DE O’NEILL, ARTURO JIMENEZ, EKRIRUE 
GARCIA, JORGE ORTIZ, MONSA DE FLORES,' and JULIO FLORES. The news 
dispatch stated that this organization works for the independence 
of Puerto Rico, basing its principles upon the program and the 
methods of struggle of the Independence Party of Puerto Rico. The 
article further stated that as its first official act of the present 
year, the Association would hold a social reception on Saturday, 
January 17, 1953, as a farewell homage to its honorary President 
MERCEDES GARCIA, 

B. ’’GRAM ORIENTS NACIONAL” 

The !! Gran Oriente Nacional de Fuerto Rico” is a Masonic-type 
organization formed on Hay 16, 194#, by pro-independence elements 
of the ’’Gran Logia Soberana de Libres y Aceptados Masones de Puerto 
Rico.” By decree dated June 20, 194#, the ”Gran Logia Soberana..,” 
which is the long-established and recognized order of Masonry in 
Puerto Rico, declared the “Gran Oriente Nacional” to be a ’'spurious, 
irregular and clandestine group and expelled all lodges belonging 
to it. According to information received from the Puerto Rico 
Police Department, the membership of the ’’Gran Oriente” largely 
consists of persons who are members or supporters of the PIP, but 
includes some persons who are members of the NPPR.' In a speech made 
at Manati, Puerto Rico, on June 11, 194#, FEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, the 
President of the NPPR, praised the formation of the ’’Gran Oriente 
Nacional” 'while RAMON MEDINA RAMIREZ , a former Interim-President of 
the NFFR, discusses the r, Gran Oriente Nacional 7 ’ and phaises it in 
his book ’’El Movimiento Libertador En La Historia de Puerto Rico” 
(The Liberating Movement In The History of Puerto Rico.) 

In April, 1953, T-20, of unknown reliability, furnished information 
which he had allegedly received from T-21. T-21 allegedly stated 

that he is closely connected with a revolutionary movement centered 
in the u Gran Oriente Nacional.” T-21 allegedly claimed to have 
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tha independence of Puerto Rico, but that the group is quiescent 
at the present time because certain of its leaders are reluctant 
to provoke bloodshed. Later in April 1953, T-20 furnished addition- 
al information allegedly received from T-21 to the effect that plans 
had been formulated for a revolution to take place in Puerto Rico 
around June of 1953 hut that due to a lack of confidence on the part 
of certain members of the revolutionary group, it would probably 
take another year to get things ready. T-21 allegedly stated that 
the 1T Gran Oriente Nacional" consists almost entirely of independent- 
ists (members or sympathizers of the PIP) and that a small group 
within this lodge is interested in using violence to secure the 
independence of Puerto Rico. 

(Although most of the membership of the ’’Gran Oriente 
Nacional” consists of persons who are members or sympathizers of 
the FIT, no allegations have been received to the effect that the 
,: Gran Oriente Nacional” has any official connection with the PIP.) 



^21 allegedly claimed that the group to 

which he belongs is interested in violence as a method for securing 
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Letter written 
on behalf of PIP 
to a family be- 
reaved by the 
Korean conflict. 


M« OLIVIO and 
E. JIMENEZ hope 
for FIF victory 

NPPR attendance 
^at PIP meetins 


Date 

Received 


11/12/52 



9/10/52 


9/24/52 


10/1/52 


Agent to File No, 
Whom Where 

Furnished Loccted 


SAC RICHARD. 
C. GODFREY! 



RAPHAEL 
J. WIK 


RAPHAEL 
J. WIK 


RAFHAEL 
J. WIK 
and 

JOHN PAGE 


RAPHAEL J 
WIK 


NPPR attendance 
at public PIP 
meetings; NPPR 
members working 
for FIF victory. 
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meetings; NFPR 
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and for the FIF; 
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M. OLIVIO closdd 
store to campaign; 
NPPR attendance at 
public FIF meeting 
10 / 26 / 52 . 

Nationalists Work- 
ing for PIP 


Date 

Received 


10/29/52 


11/5/52 


Arecibo Nationalists 11/12/52 

lament working for 

PIP 

A. NEGRON re PIP 11/19/53 

and the KFPR 

Re FRANCISCO 12/8/52 

CARDONA 

Arecibo National- 1/5/53 
ists re PIP support 

M. OLIVIO angry at 1/19/53 
PIP legislators 

Statement of 3/23/53 

CLAUDIO FLORES re 
Chauffeurs* strike. 

Statement of F. 3/30/53 

RODRIGUEZ VIRUET 
re chauffeurs* strike 
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and 
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RAFHAEL 
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7 / 9/53 


JAMES S. 
SHERRIFF 


Ins tant 
Report 


Re E. CARRASQUILLO 
PIP leader at NFFR 
ceremony 4/16/52. 

ISOLINA RONDON re 
NFPR attitude 
toward the PIF. 
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F. CARDONA 
sympathy to NPPR 

A. RUIZ, now in the 
PIP 


6/11/52 WILLIAM 

M. SPENGLE 


9/3/52 HERBERT F. 

GREATHOUSE 


9/17/52 HERBERT F. 

GREATHOUSE 

9/22/52 HERBERT F. 

GREATHOUSE 

10/22/52 HERBERT F. 

' GREATHOUSE 



-c ( 3 ) - 




sj 100-4014 


INFORMANTS (Cont'd. ) 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'-d. ) 


Identity of 
Source 



T-6 


Date of Activity 
and/or Description 
of Information 


M. NEGRON re NFPR 
and PIP 


JULIO DE SANTIAGO 
favoring PCP over 
the PIP 


PIP activities of 
JOSE CRUZ ESTRADA 
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'or PIP leader 

Re FRANCO MALAVE 
DE JESUS 

J. BONILLA using 
PIP as a cover 



Date 

Received 


10/29/52 


2/4/53 


9/26/52 


10/4/52 

10/10/52 

11/12/52 


Former National- 3/6/53 
ists hiding in PIP 


Agent to File No, 
Whom Where 

Furnished Located 


HERBERT F. 
GREATHOUSE 


JOHN PAGE 


GEORGE F. 
BULDAIN 
and 
ROBERT L. 
BUCKINGHAM 


HERBERT F. 
GREATHOUSE 

HERBERT F. 
GREATHOUSE 

HERBERT F. 
GREATHOUSE 



JAMES E. 

. SHSRRIFF 
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Former Nationalists 4/22/53 
In PIP remain National- 
ists at heart 




Re JOSS ROSA 
RODRIGUEZ 


6/28/48 



Former NPPR 
members now 
in PIP at Caguas 

PCF members 
working for PIP 
victory at Caguas 

PC? members at 
Caguas, xtforking 
for PIP victory* 


Former National- 
ists purged from 
FIF leadership at 
Fajardo. 
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10/9/52 
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Agent to File No, 
Whom Where 

Furnished Located 


JAMS E. 
SH3RRIFF 



JAMSS E. 
SH3RRIFF 
and 
HERBERT F. 
GREATHOUSE 



ASAC JACK 
WEST 



THOMAS H. 
ERRION 


THOMAS H. 
ERRION 


THOMAS H. 
ERRION 
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Source of Information 


DIEGO QUINONES 
and NPFR-PIP 
relations . 



Date 

Received 


"Pueblo", issue 
#43# 9/10/52. 


9/11/52 


SCHLAFER visiting 10/8/52 
FCP printing shot 


10/19/52 


R. ROMERO, PCF ll/?/52 

member served as 
PIP election worker. 

FCP visit to FIP 6/11/53 

President re de- 
portation of E. R. 
de MIRABAL 



FRANCISCO RIOS 
CUEVAS 


7/2/52 


Agent to File No. 
Whom Where 

Furnished Located 


3/26/53 JOHN PAGE. 



JOSEPH F. 
BRENNAN 

JOSEPH F. 
BRENNAN 


JOSEPH F. 
BRENNAN 


JOSEPH F. 
BRENNAN 


PHILIP C. 
LEWIS 




DANIEL Ji 
BRENNAN 


These documents are part of the project "The FBI Files on Puerfo Ricans" and are available free of charge at httpi//www;pr*secretfiles:ftet/ 
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Electoral campaign 
bulletin, 10/20/52. 

10/20/52 

MATTHEW D 
CRAWFORD, 

F. MILAN asks FCP 
leader to stop 
campaigning for 
PIF. 

10/20/52 

MATTHEW D 
CRAWFORD, 

POP campaign tour 
about the Island. 

10/30/52 

MATTHEW D 
CRAWFORD, 

POP leaders visit 
PIP President re 
deportation of 
E. R. de MIRABAL 

6/11/52 

MATTHEW D 
CRAWFORD, 

Suspicion of PIP 
sincerity in claim 
to seek independence 
by legal methods 
only. 

3/13/53 

FREDERICK 

E.- 

RODERICK 

Information received 4/13/53 
from T-21 on 4/13/53* 

C L* 1 RK L « 1 
NEWTON 1 

Information received 4/18/53 
from T-21 on 4/16/53 

CLARK L. 1 
NEWTON j 


File No- 
where 
Located 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE . ( Cont » d. ) 


One copy of this report Is sent to New Haven for 
Information purposes, since there is a PIP Committee organized 
at Bridgeport. 

One copy of this report is sent to the Chicago 
Office for information purposes, since there is a growing 
Puerto Rican colony in Chicago. 


One copy of this report is being sent to the 
Washington Field Office for information since the activities 
of the PIP President frequently take him to the Washington area. 


LEADS 
SAN JUAN 


At San Juan. Puerto Rico 

Will follow and report the activities of the PIP 
particularly with regard to association with the PCP and the 
NPPR, and will submit six-month report covering .period July 
through November, 1953* 

REFERENCE 


Report of SA JAMES 3. SHERHIFF dated October 10, 
1952 at San Juan. 
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